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A Introduction 
 
This report presents an overview of activities monitored and or observed during the first 

quarter of the Early Warning System (EWS) full implementation phase. It therefore 

seeks to draw a general understanding and appreciation of the operating environment 

in Solomon Islands for civil society, particularly within the said quarter.  It would be 

worth mentioning at the outset that there is an appreciable degree of consistency 

regarding activities monitored during the pilot phase and the present quarter. In other 

words, the general trend has been consistent, if not entirely stable, since the inception 

of the initiative. 

 

While civil society in the Solomon Islands has enjoyed a relatively stable environment 

within the last 12-month period, it would be grossly inaccurate asserting the same in 

terms of the general operating environment in neighbouring countries.  In Papua New 

Guinea (PNG) for instance, the country’s law and order problems, among other things, 

continue to be a major inhibiting factor and a threat to free civic space. Moreover, 

widespread corruption has caused rippling effects at all levels of society, thereby 

compelling most civil society organisations to divert their attention and resources 

towards combating this invisible enemy. This becomes evermore worrisome when the 

effects of this corruption poses a constant threat to the very accountability institutions 

often aligned with defenders of a free civil society.1 To the southeast of the Solomon 

Islands lies the Fiji Islands, a country besieged and ruled by successive military regimes 

as far back as 1987. The current military regime of self-styled Prime Minister and head 

of military, Frank Bainimarama, has been at odds with civil society organisations since 

taking power through a bloodless coup in December 2006. A wave of arrests and 

detention of ordinary citizens, let alone civil society activists, has been the modus 

operandi for the past three years.  The latest victim of the military’s iron fist approach is 

Imrana Jalal, an internationally renowned human rights activist and advocate from the 

South Pacific. Politically motivated charges, manifestly trivial in nature, were laid 

against Jalal by the country’s anti-corruption body, which is also headed by a military 

officer.  This latest incident was done under the guise of weeding out corruption. 

 

The Melanesian sub-region of the Pacific2 is undoubtedly evolving into an area that will 

one day be increasingly volatile. This is inevitable given changing times and 

                                                 
1 For instance, the PNG Ombudsman was shot and fatally wounded by unidentified gunmen on the night of 
11 December 2009, in what appears to be a well-planned or orchestrated attack linked to ongoing 
investigations by the Ombudsman into allegations of corruption. 
2 Melanesia comprises Fiji Islands, New Caledonia, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, and Vanuatu. 



 3 

circumstances, particularly in a region in which culture and tradition often dictate 

things and sometimes in clear conflict with “western” notions of civil liberties and 

rights. Indeed, the Solomon Islands have its own experience and share of problems 

attributed to the clash between culture and western liberal ideology. But the crucial 

question is: where does civil society stand in any such situation? 

 

B Monitored Activities: Context and Implications 

 

1 State Refusal to Formally Recognise NGOs 

 

This issue was highlighted in the context of Civil Society–State relations which has been 

conducted on rather ad hoc and unpredictable basis over the past 30 years. In other 

words, an informal relationship has been developed over the years between certain 

agencies of the State and various NGOs. This ad hoc relationship was tested on 

numerous occasions, often with the State having the upper hand in trying to clamp 

down on civil society. In view of this unpredictable trend of engaging with each other, 

the parties therefore realised the need for a formal arrangement that not only gives 

State recognition of the vital role of civil society in nation building, but similarly to 

define some rule of engagement by the parties.  

 

Initiatives to progress in this agenda was taken up by NGOs in partnership with the 

Ministry of Home Affairs, only to be rejected by the Cabinet on the premise that it sets a 

new policy directive for State-NGOs relations which may ultimately compromise the 

powers of the State.  The Cabinet was thus sceptical of any moves towards formal State 

recognition of the vital role of civic organisations in nation building. This action 

impacted negatively on the trust NGOs had in the ruling Government, forcing most 

organisations to withdraw their support for participation in most government initiatives. 

Without doubt, the action by the Cabinet is unfortunate and regrettable, particularly at 

a time when momentum for partnership and collaboration with State agencies was 

picking up considerably well.  

 

2 Unwarranted Attack of Civil Society Activist by Agent of the State 

 

The Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP) plays a representative role in protecting all 

citizens from criminal harm. However, citizens have the right to raise the alarm when 

they perceive the DPP to have failed in performing his constitutional and legal duties 

and when citizens do so they should not receive further insult from the constitutional 
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post holder. However in one incident bears every hallmark of just that, in which the 

DPP, an agent of the State, conducted himself in a manner  that adds salt to an injury 

on which he was questioned by citizens without due regard for the ramifications that 

his outburst would have on public trust in the criminal justice system of which his 

office is an integral part. What must be acknowledged by the State is that damaged has 

been done to public trust and confidence in the criminal justice system. The volley of 

exchanges between the DPP and concerned citizens was more than enough to bring the 

role of the office into disrepute. Unless public confidence and trust can be restored, the 

possibility of citizens taking the law in their own hands could arise whenever they feel 

the criminal justice system has let them down. The result would be a chaotic situation 

of victims or relatives meting out their own forms of justice upon suspected wrongdoers 

or offenders, most likely under the nose of State agencies. 

 

3 State Agencies Succumbing to Private Sector Influence 

 

Certain industries within the private sector are notorious for bribery and corruption in 

Solomon Islands. Most of all, the logging industry is synonymous with greed, corruption 

and power. It wields so much wealth and influence that its network and connections 

exists even within the upper echelon of the State bureaucracy and machinery.  At the 

centre of it all is tax evasion, as State official were normally bribed to under-report 

shipments or quantity of logs for purposes of evading full tax due to the State. This has 

often resulted in the State losing much needed revenue for the provision of services.  

Civil society organisations are always at the frontline advocating for transparency and 

accountability within the logging industry. Unfortunately, such initiatives seldom 

receive warm reception from political leaders and bureaucrats closely associated with 

the industry. 

 

C CONCLUSION 

 

The activities and or threats monitored within the period in question can best be 

categorised as low to moderate, and poses no imminent or pressing threat to the 

operating environment in the country. Although minimal however, their long term 

impact will be greater in extent and magnitude should they be left unattended or 

ignored.  

 


