
 Adopted in Escazú, Costa Rica, on 4 March 2018, the Regional Agreement on Access to 
Information, Public Participation and Justice in Environmental Matters in Latin America 
and the Caribbean has as its objective to guarantee the full and effective implementation 
of access rights. This is the first regional legally binding environmental agreement 
that seeks directly to combat inequality and discrimination by devoting specific and 
particular attention to persons and groups in vulnerable situations including mechanisms 
for the protection of environmental defenders. 16 countries from the region have already 
signed the agreement and one has ratified. This session will explore how the ratification 
and implementation of the Escazú agreement holds a promise to allow fulfillment of SDG 
10, 13 and 16, combating inequality and building sustainable, peaceful and inclusive and 
resilient societies.

Speakers:

•	 Carole Excell, Acting Director, Environmental Democracy Practice, World Resources Institute
•	 Yineth Balanta, afro-Colombian environmental leader from Suarez, Colombia
•	 Rudolph Michael Ten-Pow, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Representative of Guyana
•	 Representative of Peru
•	 Gabriela Burdiles, Project Director of FIMA, member of the NAMATI global network on access to justice 
•	 Alicia Bárcena, Executive Secretary, UN Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
•	 Rodrigo Carazo, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica to the United Nations

The event will be livestreamed on the CIVICUS Facebook page @CIVICUS
For more information, please contact: Natalia.gomez.pena@civicus.org
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