
September 2014  
 
HM Shaikh Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
Office of His Majesty the King  
Rifa’a Palace, al-Manama, Bahrain 
  
Your Majesty King Hamad,  
 
We, the undersigned XX civil society organisations based in XX countries write to 
you united in our condemnation of the politically motivated arrest of human rights 
defender and co-director of the Gulf Centre for Human Rights, Maryam al-Khawaja at 
Manama airport on 30 August 2014. We urge that Maryam is immediately and 
unconditionally released.  
 
We believe that Maryam is being persecuted for her work in the defense of human 
rights in the “Wanted for Justice in Bahrain” campaign, which named government 
officials allegedly involved in the torture and ill treatment of political prisoners and 
called for an end to impunity. We stand in solidarity with Maryam and all other human 
rights defenders wrongly imprisoned by your government for their work and beliefs.  
 
We remind you that the harassment, intimidation or stigmatization of a human rights 
defender, including arrest, detention, trial or imprisonment for reasons of the opinions 
they may hold, constitute a serious violation of Bahrain’s obligations under 
international law.   
 
We remain concerned that since the pro-democracy protests intensified in February 
2011 your government has deliberately subverted democratic freedoms using a 
combination of legal and extra- legal measures involving politically motivated 
prosecutions, brutal crackdowns on protests and silencing expressions of dissent in 
the print and online media.  Many have raised the concern about the arbitrary 
detention of hundreds of pro-democracy activists and their being subjected to torture 
and ill-treatment in detention centres across Bahrain. 
 
At the UN Human Rights Council, during Bahrain’s Universal Periodic Review (UPR) 
in 2012 your government agreed to protect human rights defenders and allow them 
to conduct their work without hindrance, intimidation or harassment. On 5 September 
2014, a group of United Nations independent human rights experts also demanded 
Maryam al-Khwaja’s release, and urged you to follow through on your commitments 
made during the UPR to end the persecution of all human rights defenders in 
Bahrain. We support Maryam’s courage and strength for advocating for democratic 
change.   
 
We urge your government to recognise the legitimate demands of the Bahraini 
people for their rights and end the cycle of protest and repression.  We thus call upon 
you to begin a process of democratic reform, healing and reconciliation in Bahrain. 
Key steps towards achieving the above would be to release all detained human 
rights defenders and prisoners of conscience and cease the oppression of human 
rights defenders, journalists and civil society organizations.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

1. Americans for Democracy & Human Rights in Bahrain 
2. Bahrain Centre for Human Rights (BCHR) 
3. Bahrain Institute for Rights and Democracy (BIRD) 
4. CIVICUS: World Alliance for Citizen Participation  



5. Gulf Centre for Human Rights (GCHR) 


