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. This amendment 
seriously violates the freedom of expression.  

2.4 Between January and September 2012, 78 instances of the imposition of 
Section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code, which prohibits assembly of five 
or more persons and the holding of public meetings, were also recorded 
across Bangladesh mainly to stop opposition political gatherings and rallies. 
This seriously impeded freedom of assembly. Various reports also indicate 
that unwarranted 
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Mahmudul Haque Titu and Ferdousur Rahman Munna of the student wing of 
the Bangladesh Nationalist Party, were detained at Khulna Police Station on 
22 April, 2012 following peaceful protests and claimed they were beaten and 
left to hang from ceiling fans by their arms, while on 21 May 2011, William 
Gomez, a representative of the Asian Human Rights Commission, was alleged-
ly picked up by plain-clothed men from the RAB, physically and verbally 
abused, and threatened with severe physical torture during interrogation 
about his activities. 
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On July 30 and 
31, 2010, textile workers expressed their discontent by demonstrating in the 
streets, when the police forces reportedly fired tear gas on the demonstrators 
and charged at them. Several protesters and union leaders were arrested, 
including Aminul Islam, who were all accused of “inciting workers unrest 
during the protests” and later released. 

 
 

 
 

 Homosexual acts are illegal in Bangladesh according to Section 377 of the Pe-
nal Code, which punishes consensual homosexual conduct with penalties of 
up to life imprisonment, although this provision is rarely enforced. Section 
377 forces the local LGBT community into a shadow existence. Their official il-
legality silences their voices in the public sphere and makes the gathering of 
information on the targeting of LGBT activists difficult. Informal LGBT organi-
zations reported that they were unable to organize, do outreach, petition for 
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changes to the law, or set up permanent establishments because of the pos-
sibility of police raids. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
4.  

4.1 

In the first 9 months 

of 2012, an additional 4 journalists were killed, 141 injured, 51 threatened, 

nine attacked, 45 assaulted and two reportedly tortured by the RAB. 

4.2 

Amar Desh 

 regularly reports on corruption 

cases and is critical of the Government. 

4.3 

 

4.4 Violent attacks
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4.5 he disappearance of senior politician M Illias Ali has also 

impacted those who have covered the story. In May 10, 2012, Tuhin Sanzid, a 

reporter of the daily Bhorer Dak, was picked up from the street by the RAB 

allegedly due to his reporting on M Ilias Ali. He alleged that he was given 

electric shocks and was also threatened with death. 
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 heavy handed use of Section 144 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code to stop political gatherings and rallies, and to 

 
 

  

 

 
 

 


