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Project Report 

1. Narrative Section 

a. Description and analysis of the activities supported by the scholarship 

The activities supported by the scholarship aimed at enabling the authors of the comparative research 

“National NGO Associations as Initiators of Establishing and Improving Standards of Public 

Consultations: Comparative Study of Poland, Scotland, and other EU States” to present its findings at 

the Professional Development Workshop: “National Associations Impact on the Nonprofit Sector”. 

The authors were Fiona Talcott of Scottish Council of Voluntary Organizations (SCVO) and Anna 

Mazgal of National Federation of Polish NGOs (OFOP). 

The research had been prepared within the framework of Affinity Group of National Associations 

(AGNA) at the CIVICUS World Alliance for Citizen Participation. It was first presented at the AGNA 

workshop “National Associations Engaging with Government: Challenges, Strategies and Guidelines” 

during the CIVICUS World Assembly in Glasgow on June 19th 2008. 

Within the framework of the reported project, the authors were able to attend the conference, as the 

costs of travel, accommodation and participation were to be reimbursed. Owing to that support I was 

able to attend the two days of the conference, both as a speaker – during the workshop – and as a 

participant. Also, upon the recommendation of the event organizers as to minimize the registration fee, 

I have become a member of the Society.  

During the workshop I presented the findings for Poland and for Scotland along with the 

recommendations for the role of national associations in the public consultations. My colleague Fiona 

presented the results of the overview of compact agreements in other EU states along with the brief 

introduction on the role and capacity of national associations worldwide. I enclose both presentations 

as a part of the report. 

The workshop gathered 9 people, both NGO practitioners and academics. It was in the block of the 

first sessions of the conference. The number of participants representing, among others, Mexico, 

Brazil, UK, and Poland allowed more personalized contact and made taking part in the discussion 

possible for everyone. After the introduction by Katsuji Imata of CIVICUS and both presentations, the 

participants asked questions and formulated their recommendations (the agenda is enclosed). They 

expressed great interest in the development of the civic dialogue in Poland and asked for 
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recommendations on facilitating the federalization process. The discussion exceeded the basic scope of 

the workshop but all the more created an opportunity to exchange opinions and share experiences.  

 

 

 

b. Identification of impact to the person and the represented organization 

Personally I am very grateful for the opportunity to participate in the conference. The opportunity to 

present the material I had prepared with my colleague to an international crowd contributed to my 

view on the presented matter. I am glad that it offered a unique opportunity to confront the 

recommendations with the academics, as in my professional development I am hoping for tightening 

the bonds with the theoretic and academic aspects of the non-profit sector in the near future. 

 

The conference in its formal and non-formal aspect has become an opportunity to identify and make 

contacts with practitioners and scholars – members of the ISTR. It turned out to be especially 

rewarding as since the conference I have been in touch with one of the experts from the London 

School of Economics whom I have met at the conference. As professionally we are interested in the 
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same fields, we exchanged research papers and other information regarding the non-profit sector in 

Poland and in the UK. 

 

Due to the acquired ISTR membership I gained access to materials and information that substantially 

contribute to my professional resources. I am also included in the information flow regarding various 

academic and non-academic initiatives in the fields of non-profit activity and civic participation. This 

includes valuable information on internship opportunities – I have applied to one that I would have 

had no knowledge of were it not for the ISTR membership. 

 

I believe that through the participation in the project my organization gained better visibility on the 

international level. I am happy to cooperate with Fiona Talcott and after that experience both our 

organizations are committed to carry out projects in partnership, including research, study visits and 

exchange of experience and know-how. 

 

Through my ISTR membership, my organization may reach foreign experts in literally any aspect of 

the non-profit sector. Currently we are carrying out a project of comparative seminars on regulations 

on foundations in other EU states and through the mailing lists and membership directory we are able 

to distribute call for papers to renowned scholars and experts worldwide.  

I believe that the participation in the project has already fostered both my professional development 

and my organization’s capacity to reach experts and improve its international recognition. I am sure 

these results are sustainable and will bring even more rewarding and interesting opportunities over 

time. 

 

Anna Mazgal, National Federation of Polish NGOs (OFOP)  


