
The year in review – An overview of key events since the State of Civil Society was published in April 2012 

2012 

Date  Country  Event  

1 April Myanmar Voters go to the polls in elections in Burma. Aung San Suu Kyi‘s National League for 
Democracy wins 43 out of 45 seats.  

16 April International  Jim Yong Kim, co-founder and executive director of CSO Partners in Health, is elected 
President of the World Bank. 

28 April Malaysia  Hundreds of thousands of people demonstrate in Kuala Lumpur to call for free and fair 
elections as the 13th General Elections get underway. Police brutally suppress protestors, 
with over 500 individuals are arrested and journalists assaulted.   

8 May Thailand Ampon Tangnoppakul, a Thai man in his 60s who was sentenced to 20 years in jail for 
sending a text message deemed offensive to the royal family, dies.   

24 May Egypt  Voters in Egypt go to the polls for the presidential election, 18 months after Hosni 
Mubarak was ousted. A month later, Mohamed Morsi of the Muslim Brotherhood is 
declared the winner. 

24 May Hungary  Hungarian Parliament passes legislative amendments to curb media freedoms.  

19 June United 
Kingdom  

Julian Assange, the founder of Wikileaks, takes refuge in the Ecuadorean Embassy in 
London to avoid extradition to Sweden to face charges of sexual assault. 

20-22 June Brazil  The United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development in Rio de Janeiro (Rio+20) 
marks the 20th anniversary of the 1992 UN Conference on Environment and 
Development (UNCED). CSOs criticise the conference's outcomes as placing private profit 
before people and the environment. 

26 June Mexico New law for the protection of human rights defenders and journalists takes effect in 
Mexico. 

9 July International Russia and China veto a UN Security Council resolution that threatens Syria with 
sanctions over the use of deadly force against civilians in the on-going conflict. Eleven 
Security Council members vote in favour while Pakistan and South Africa abstain. 

13 July Russia Russia passes Bill obliging NGOs that receiving funding from abroad to register as foreign 
agents or risk heavy fines and jail time. 

30 July Syria The UN estimates that over 200,000 people have fled intense fighting in Aleppo in the 



previous two days.  

30 July Sudan  Twelve protestors mainly students killed and over a hundred injured as police use live 
ammunition on protesting students. 

16 August South Africa In the Marikana Massacre, 34 miners are killed and another 78 injured when police 
officers fire at striking workers at the Lonmin Platinum Mine near Rustenburg, South 
Africa. 

17 August Russia   Three members of Pussy Riot are convicted of hooliganism motivated by religious hatred 
and sentenced to two years in prison.  

30 August Tibet  China announces a US$4.7 billion controversial theme park in Tibet. 

11 September Libya The US Ambassador to Libya is one of four people killed in an attack on the US Embassy 
in Benghazi. 

13 September India  10,000 protestors in Tamil Nadu state demand the closure of a nuclear plant. Police use 
live ammunition against villagers. 1 person was killed, dozens of people have been 
hospitalised and 50 arrested.  

9 October Pakistan  Pakistan human rights child activist Malala Yousafzai is shot in the head and neck by the 
Tehreek-e-Taliban while she sits with classmates on a school bus. 

19 October Ethiopia The Supreme Court upholds the freezing of assets of Ethiopia’s last two remaining human 
rights group,  

24- 29 October The Americas Hurricane Sandy wreaks havoc in nine countries in the Caribbean and North America, 
killing at least 285 people and resulting in nearly US$75 billion in damage. 

7 November Greece Greek police fire teargas and water cannons to disperse approximately 100,000 
protestors who protest in the main square in opposition to a new austerity package. 

16 November India  The rape of an Indian woman on a bus in New Delhi sparks nationwide protests and 
global concern about India's treatment of women. 

26 November Belarus Leading Belarusian human rights group, Viasna is evicted from its office as its premises 
are sealed by government officials. 

1 December Colombia After receiving multiple threats from paramilitary group Black Eagles, Miller Angula 
Rivera of the Association of Displaced Afro Colombians (AFRODES) is killed in Colombia. 

4-15 December The 
Philippines 

The most powerful typhoon to ever hit the Philippines kills more than 1,000 people and 
causes over US$1.04 billion in damage.   

8 December Qatar The UN climate conference agrees to extend the Kyoto Protocol until 2020. 



25 December Nigeria In Christmas church bombings in Nigeria, attacks on two churches kill 12 people. 

2013 

10 January France The co-founder of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party and two other Kurdish activists are found 
dead in Paris. 

24 January Vietnam  Human rights blogger Le Anh Hung is kidnapped from his workplace by security agents 
and temporarily interned in a mental health facility.  

28 January Iran  Iran arrests 14 journalists for alleged co-operation with foreign-based language media 

organisations. 

5 February Bangladesh  Hundreds of thousands of people upset with the verdict of the Bangladesh war crimes 
tribunal protest. Around 60 people have died in the so-called Shahbag protests, which 
are on-going at the time of going to press.  

20 February Bulgaria Following nationwide protests against electricity prices and austerity measures, the 
Bulgarian prime minister announces that his cabinet will resign.  

21 March International UN Human Rights Council passes landmark resolution to protect human rights defenders. 

24 March Central 
African 
Republic  

Rebel leader of the Séléka movement, Michel Djotodia, storms the Presidential Palace 
and declares himself president.  

1 April Sudan  The President of Sudan orders the release of all political prisoners.  

14 April Venezuela Following Hugo Chavez’s death on 1 April, Venezuela elects his successor Nicolás Maduro 
as President by a narrow margin.  

 


