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ABOUT e-CIVICUS 
The CIVICUS weekly electronic publication is keeping tens of thousands of people informed of the developments taking place in civil society, the factors that are affecting them and the impact they are having on creating an informed and knowledgeable civil society. 

e-CIVICUS WELCOMES CONTRIBUTIONS OF CIVIL SOCIETY NEWS
e-CIVICUS offers a useful channel through which you and your organisation can share your news, publicise your events and articulate the issues you face. Please send us your contributions no later than Tuesday for publication in the coming week to editor@civicus.org. All contributions must focus on civil society issues or have a civil society angle. To read the contribution guidelines, click here. 

REPRODUCTION OF e-CIVICUS
Readers are welcome to reproduce, in part or in full, all sections of this newsletter, however please request permission to do so first. When reproducing or retransmitting content, please credit sources and authors. The content of this newsletter can be translated into another language and reproduced in other publications, as long as due acknowledgment is made to CIVICUS. 

e-CIVICUS DISCLAIMER
Although CIVICUS makes all reasonable efforts to obtain prima-facie reliable content for e-CIVICUS, CIVICUS cannot guarantee the accuracy of the reports, views or opinions of third-party content providers, nor does CIVICUS necessarily endorse the views reflected therein. Opinions expressed by contributors to  e-CIVICUS  are solely those of the individual writers and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of CIVICUS, its Board of Directors, managers or staff, or any CIVICUS members or partners. We request that readers exercise caution and alert us immediately if they suspect any fraudulent or incorrect material has been included in our publication. Please do send your comments and suggestions to  editor@civicus.org.


CONTACT US
P.O. Box 933
Southdale, 2135 
South Africa 
Tel: +27 11 833 5959 Fax:+27 11 833 7997

1112 16th Street NW,
Suite 540 
Washington D.C. 
20036 USA
Tel: +202 331-8518
Fax: +202 331-8774

Websites:
www.civicus.org
www.civicusassembly.org

To subscribe or unsubscribe: email subscriptions@civicus.org

TELL A FRIEND
Do you have a friend who works for a more just world?
Would you like to share this newsletter with them?
Please forward their e-mail address to subscriptions@civicus.org

We value your comments, suggestions and contributions. Speak to us at editor@civicus.org

Support CIVICUS
To make an on-line donation, click here.

Join CIVICUS
Join or renew your CIVICUS Membership on-line now, click here. 
www.civicus.org.




Civil Society Watch Monthly Bulletin
The CIVICUS e-newsletter Civil Society Watch Monthly Bulletin  is an action-oriented newsletter distributed to over 7,400 people around the world, featuring insightful interviews, updates on threats to civil society, and analyses of current situations. Read more at 

CIVICUS blog
What do you think? Have your say on the CIVICUS Blog! CIVICUS seeks to amplify the voices and opinions of ordinary people and give expression to the enormous creative energy within civil society. Our recently launched blog gives you the opportunity to use your voice and engage with the rest of civil society. Have your say by visiting http://civicus.civiblog.org
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Aid effectiveness in Accra - has it delivered on the ‘achievements’ of the Paris Declaration?
By Ingrid Srinath, CIVICUS Secretary General

Dear friends and colleagues,

The much-awaited Third High-Level Forum (HLF3) on Aid Effectiveness in Accra, Ghana came to an end last week. The HLF3 represents the halfway mark of the commitments that were made in the Paris Declaration in 2005, with an aim to evaluate the progress made on the aid effectiveness front so far, and take the process forward through the ‘Accra Agenda for Action’ (AAA). Did the HLF deliver on its mandate? In this week's edition of e-CIVICUS, I have invited Kumi Naidoo, Honorary President of CIVICUS, and Henri Valot, CIVICUS Policy Advisor, to review CIVICUS’ contribution to civil society engagement on the issue, and give their reactions to the AAA. Warm regards, Ingrid Srinath.
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International Aid: Charity or Justice? Reflections on the Accra Aid Effectiveness Conference
By Kumi Naidoo, Honorary President of CIVICUS
The recently concluded High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness drew a significant amount of energy from civil society around the world. In addition to holding a parallel forum which tried to influence the outcomes of the intergovernmental meeting, several CSOs have been involved in various consultations and meetings for more than a year in preparation for this much talked about event. CSOs arrived in Accra deeply concerned that the pre-conference draft of the Accra Action Agenda, known as the AAA for short, was looking more like the Accra Inaction Agenda, since there were very few firm targets around key areas of concern: the conditionalities aid-giving countries place on aid-receiving countries, the demand for the use of country systems, developing the aid flows such that there would be greater predictability for developing countries as to what they can expect and when from developed countries, preferably five years in advance so that they can plan well and execute such development programmes efficiently. To read more on this week's column, click here. 

Our collective Agenda in Accra 
Henri Valot, Henri Valot, CIVICUS Policy Advisor for Development Cooperation 
CIVICUS, as part of the CSO International Steering Group preparing for the Accra CSO Forum [image: image6.jpg]


and the HLF3 on aid effectiveness sent not less than 4 staff to Accra: Kumi Naidoo, Honorary President, Katsuji Imata, Deputy Secretary General for Programmes, Henri Valot, Policy Advisor for Development Cooperation, and Nastasya Tay, Media & Communications Officer. CIVICUS was also represented by Board members Anabel Cruz , Board President, Marta Cumbi and Ziad Abdel Samad both Board members. For more information, click here.


CIVICUS Poll Question

This week’s question:

Do you think that donor governments are making substantial progress towards making aid more effective?
a. Yes, definitely 

b. Only marginal progress 

c. No, much more needs to be done 

To answer the question, click here.

Previous question:
What do you believe is the main reason human rights education is not as widespread as it ought to be:
a. Lack of will on the part of governments 

b. Lack of emphasis on the part of CSOs 

c. Both the above 

Results: a. - 50%, b. - 18.8%, c. - 31.3% 



TELL A FRIEND ABOUT e-CIVICUS 
e-CIVICUS keeps tens of thousands of people and organisations informed of the many developments taking place in civil society around the world. As a subscriber you know the value e-CIVICUS can bring to your work. So why keep it to yourself?

Do you have a friend who works for a more just world? Would you like to share this newsletter with them? Why don’t you suggest they register for a free subscription?

They can send us an e-mail to subscriptions@civicus.org or fill out the subscription form here. Alternatively, please forward their e-mail addresses to us and we’ll contact them on your behalf. Please send us your contributions no later than Monday every week to editor@civicus.org. All contributions must be focused on civil society issues or have a civil society angle. 



e-CIVICUS DIALOGUES - SELECTED COVERAGE POST- ACCRA 
Civil society statement in the lead up to the 3rd High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness 
Source: Better Aid, www.betteraid.org
In the lead up to the HLF3, CSOs held a Parallel Forum on Aid Effectiveness in Accra with more than 700 participants from over 80 countries. CSOs have consciously set the bar high in recognition of the urgency for immediate and concrete action if the Accra Agenda for Action (AAA) is to make any progress towards improving implementation of the Paris Declaration. To this end, CSOs present at the Parallel Forum agreed a statement, which was presented to delegates at the High Level Forum itself. To read the statement, click here. NB: Civil society, under the banner of ‘Better Aid’ also coordinated an expression of the current hierarchical structure of the aid system at the HLF. A photo essay of their human pyramid is available, click here. 

CSOs, represented by Rose Mensah-Kutin and Antonio Tujan Jr addressed HLF delegates at a Ministerial dinner on 3rd September, and presented the CSO Statement. Here are their speeches
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Paris Declaration, delivering on democratic governance and social justice says NETRIGHT 
Speech by Rose Mensah-Kutin, Convenor, Network for Women's Rights in Ghana ( NETRIGHT )
It is indeed a great pleasure for us from civil society in Ghana and the rest of the world to have this opportunity to interact with you Ministers and Heads of Delegations who as policy makers have responsibility to make those critical decisions that will determine the direction of the Paris Declaration and Aid Effectiveness here in Accra at the ongoing High level Forum 3 and beyond. This space is important for us within civil society because of our own commitment and active engagement with the Paris Declaration process on the urgency to deliver on democratic governance and social justice. To read the rest of the speech, click here.
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Speech to Ministerial dinner by Antonio Tujan Jr., Chairperson, Reality of Aid Network
May I first express our gratitude to the Government of Ghana and the Working Party on Aid Effectiveness for giving the CSO Parallel Forum the opportunity to speak to this Ministerial dinner. We bring the voices of CSOs from around the world that have made unprecedented achievements in the scale and breadth of preparations in the road to and here at Accra . We have organised consultations, forums, and workshops in more than fifty countries, embarked on research and prepared materials to present our analysis on aid effectiveness. All these preparations in the past two years have resulted in unprecedented gains, from a mere 14 CSOs present in Paris during HLF2 to the 700 who participated in the CSO Parallel Forum bringing together important CSO organisations from more than 80 countries. To read the rest of the speech, click here.

We need to take stock of the progress made and to build a collective analysis of the AAA. Follow here some first-hand analysis of the goings-on in Accra.
Donors and the poor agree on aid agenda
By Francis Kokutse and IPS correspondents
Delegates from both developing and developed countries have adopted the Accra Agenda For Action (AAA) as a guide to improve the way aid is given and spent. The document was adopted at the close of a three-day High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness which drew over 1,200 delegates from about 120 to the Ghanaian capital. Under the AAA, developing countries committed to control their own futures, and donors to better policy and delivery coordination among themselves. For more information, click here.
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Reaching the summit? Negotiations at the HLF
Nastasya Tay, CIVICUS Media and Communications Officer
Article published in ThoughtLeader, Mail & Guardian online, www.thoughtleader.co.za
Last week, over 1 200 delegates from more than 100 countries met to agree upon an Accra Agenda for Action - a document that acknowledges the negligible progress on making aid more effective since the landmark Paris Declaration on aid effectiveness was signed in 2005, and maps a way forward. Over the last few days, there has been much politicking in corridors, over drinks at wine receptions and behind the scenes in the press room. The HLF was supposed to be a consultative process. Two days of roundtables to discuss the issues, followed by a third day of closed ministerial meetings to make the tough decisions. There are few actually in the room, making the decisions on the AAA. The others, with their ears pressed to the ground, have little choice but to lobby the remainders of their delegations outside. To read more, click here.
More voices on aid effectiveness
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Women’s Forum reaffirmed its rejection to positive conditionalities on aid effectiveness
By Cecilia Alemany, Association for Women's Rights in Development (AWID) and Nerea Craviotto , WIDE ​ Network Women in Development Europe
In preparation for the Accra High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness (HLF3), on the 30th August 2008, more than 200 representatives from women's rights organisations, gender advocates and experts from all regions of the world attended the Accra International Women's Forum to strategise around the HLF3 and its outcome document, the Accra Agenda for Action (AAA). The statement that emanated from the Forum called representatives from governments and multi-lateral agencies to take real steps for the promotion of gender equality and women's empowerment in the Aid Effectiveness framework. The Women’s Forum reaffirmed its rejection to the so-called positive conditionalities that are imposed by donors on recipient countries and called donors and recipient governments to become mutually responsible and accountable for their international commitments to human rights, gender equality and decent work, among others. For more information, click here. For the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM)'s statement on aid effectiveness, click here.  

Decent Work essential to effective development aid, Unions to tell International Conference
Source: International Trade Union Council (ITUC)
The ITUC fielded a delegation of international and Ghanaian trade union representatives at the CSO forum in Accra, and is working with other civil society organisations to ensure that democracy, the creation of decent jobs, gender equality and a range of other key concerns are fully integrated into future aid strategies. The unions are also strongly backing moves to stop donor countries unilaterally imposing onerous conditions into aid packages, especially as these “conditionalities” often contradict democratic decisions taken by national governments and undermine democratic ownership and overall progress on development. For more information, click here. 

Churches demand real development
Source: Better Aid, www.betteraid.org
In his public address to the CSO Parallel Forum, Ambassador Cedergren, chair of the OECD working group on Aid Effectiveness talked about the important and ongoing role of the Churches in building grassroots and democratic national ownership of development, and of building accountability, which will be key themes in the High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness. For more information, click here.

CSO Statement on Aid and the Debt Crisis
Source: Better Aid, www.betteraid.org
Debt remains a severe problem for underdeveloped countries and their citizens over the two decades since the explosion of the debt crisis in the early 1980s. It continues to hinder development, consign economies to backwardness, and keep generations of people in poverty and deprivation. The rapid descent of the global economy into greater turmoil in 2008 makes the situation even more urgent. The plight of those who have long been mired in poverty is worsening and underscores the pressing need to resolve the debt burden afflicting scores of countries and the majority of people on the planet. For more information, click here. 
Aid-Bashing to Go High-Fashion in Accra
Bright B. Simons & Franklin Cudjoe, Libertarians affiliated with IMANI (www.imanighana.com) and AfricaLiberty.org
How clubby this "Civil Society Forum", and the so-called 'International Steering Group", actually are! How inward-looking, unrepresentative, untransparent and fully unresponsive! Take a look at the list of the accredited participants of this democratic conclave. If you have even the most cursory experience of the global policy advocacy scene, you will realize that far from these so called 'representatives" of global civil society (which is what they must hold themselves to be, given the pretensions of their mission) being representative of the spectrum of civil opinion about the aid process, they overwhelmingly belong to a school of thought that take for granted the premise that Aid as a means of engendering development is unproblematic. The difficulties are in implementation, they will say. This view, however, is by no means widely accepted by those most skilled in the art of analysing the processes and effects of aid. For more information, click here. 
MORE ON AID EFFECTIVENESS COVERAGE FROM e-CIVICUS PARTNERS: 
Inter Press Service ( IPS ), GCAP , CIVICUS, Better Aid, Interaction and Transparency International have joined forces to ensure that coverage of aid effectiveness is extended beyond Accra , click here.  


CIVIL SOCIETY NEWS

Efforts needed to engage and include aging population in Montreal  
Source: Canadian Press
The aging population has a contribution to make to society and efforts are needed to ensure they are not left out, Irene Hoskins, president of the International Federation on Aging, said at a conference on Sunday. "There are measures that can be taken by governments, by civil society, by individuals, to ensure that people remain in good health and that they experience what we call active aging," she said during the closing of the Ninth Global Conference on Aging in Montreal. She added that policy-makers need to think in terms of building a society for all ages. For more information, click here. 

Media council not a solution to irresponsible politics says Malaysian media groups
Source: Southeast Asian Press Alliance 
The Centre for Independent Journalism (CIJ) and Writers Alliance for Media Independence (WAMI) urged the Malaysian government to hold consultations with the public and civil society groups before instituting a mechanism that would potentially restrict media freedom further. The two media groups said "the government's announcement to set up a national media council, coming amidst the public uproar on UMNO leader Ahmad Ismail's remarks, hinted that the government is uncomfortable with letting the media do its job on informing the public." For more information, click here. 

Patient safety: Civil society to sensitise patients
Source: Africa News
Against the backdrop of a heightened campaign to ensure patient safety, civil society is planning to sensitise patients across Africa alert them to the issues involved in the campaign, according to Ms. Robinah Kaitirimba, a Patients for Patient Safety Champion. Ms. Kaitirimba was one of the speakers at the ceremony organised on the fringes of the WHO session to enable African Ministers to sign on to the first Global Patient Safety Challenge, ''Clean Care is Safer Care', a flagship programme of the World Alliance for Patient Safety. For more information, click here.  

African Union chief launches civil society panel
Source: AFP 
Tanzanian President Jakaya Kikwete on Tuesday, 9 September launched the African Union's civil society advisory panel to create a link between governments and their people. Kikwete, also the current AU chairman, said the Economic, Social and Cultural Council (ECOSOCC) will now be part of the pan-African body's formulation, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of policy. "With the establishment of ECOSOCC we are creating a people-oriented and people driven community in the AU where all stakeholders are represented," he said at the launch ceremony in Dar es Salaam. For more information, click here. 

Civil society to conduct exit poll at presidential elections in Azerbaijan 
Source: Trend News Agency
The Association for Civil Society Development in Azerbaijan will conduct an exit poll at the presidential elections to take place in the country on 15 October, Association’s representatives said at a press conference at the Trend News Company International Press Centre. The exit poll will be conducted by ELS Independent Research Centre. Head of the Centre, Irada Yagubova, said the poll will cover 500 districts in 125 constituencies. According to Yagubova, the exit poll will use transparent ballot-boxes and anonymity of the voters will be maintained. The results will be systematically conveyed to the central election headquarters. Approximately in eight hours after completion, the results of the exit poll will be placed on the website of the Association. For more information, click here. 

NGO activity still limited in Zimbabwe 
Source: Inter Press Service, TerraViva
Despite the 29 August lifting of a ban on the operations of non-governmental organisations (NGOs) in Zimbabwe, civil society representatives report that they are still unable to operate freely. At least five million Zimbabweans currently need food aid following a poor harvest in the last farming season. Foodstuffs have disappeared from most retail outlets.  According to the National Association of Non Governmental Organisations (NANGO) - which represents NGOs, including civil society organisations in Zimbabwe - the government has actually tightened its grip. For more information, click here. 


MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS & GLOBAL CALL TO ACTION AGAINST POVERTY
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The real story of the MDGs
By Ben Margolis, Global Call to Action against Poverty (GCAP) Mobilisation and Outreach Coordinator
The next four months will be pivotal in the fight against poverty and inequality. Civil society groups around the world must come together to stand up and take action to demand that 2008 is remembered as a turning point in this historic fight, not as another example of broken promises and government failure. Heads of State will meet in New York at the UN High Level Event on the Millennium Development Goals at the end of September. The UN Secretary General, Ban Ki-Moon has said, “We must make this year one of unprecedented progress for the poor, so that we can realise a better, more prosperous future for all.” For more information, click here.
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Equitable development: the risks of inaction
Source: Yash Tandon, Executive Director of the South Centre writes for Inter Press Service (IPS)
There is much to celebrate in the growth and development of the South in recent years, from the ability of certain Latin American countries to avoid dependence on the North to the growth of the economies of certain Asian countries whose increasing sovereign wealth is now being tapped to bail out distressed banks in the North. While there are signs of growth in Africa too, the continent is worse off than the rest of the South. Despite this progress, however, the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are not being met, especially in sub-Saharan Africa, where at the current rate universal access to a minimum set of social services will only be achieved in 2108, almost a hundred years later than the target date of 2015 set by the MDGs. For more information, click here.


GET INVOLVED!

Publish What You Fund Campaign calls on donors to act immediately on aid transparency commitments
Source: Publish What You Fund Campaign, www.publishwhatyoufund.org
The Publish What You Fund campaign calls on donor governments to act immediately on commitments to greater transparency of aid made in the Accra Agenda for Action on Aid Effectiveness. Publish What You Fund noted that while the transparency commitments in the Accra Agenda are insufficient, they nevertheless represent a step in the right direction. Without specifying how it will be achieved, donor governments have committed to publish “regular, detailed, and timely” information on aid spending. They also committed to open procurement of services, as well as to providing “full and timely information” on current and planned aid spending, up to 5 years in advance. Publish What You Fund calls for this information to be made available without delay,” said Martin Tisné, Programme Director at Tiri (London), one of the founders of the Publish What You Fund Campaign. For more information, click here. 

Fighting The 'War on Terror'
By Julio Godoy, InterPress Service ( IPS )
The "war on terror" in the aftermath of the attacks of 11 September 2001 has undermined human rights globally, according to activists and experts who attended a UN conference in Paris. "Immediately after 11 September we saw a dramatic change in government policies with regard to terrorism, suspected terrorism, and the monitoring of citizens, with the underlying assumption that human rights norms as established in conventions and treaties no longer apply," Joanne Mariner, director of the terrorism and counter-terrorism programme at Human Rights Watch said. Some 2,000 human rights experts and activists attended the annual United Nations Department of Public Information Non-Governmental Organisations Conference. The UN DPI/NGO conference on 'Reaffirming Human Rights for All: The Universal Declaration at 60' was held at the headquarters of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO). For more information, click here. 


ACCOUNTABILITY

Accra aid forum falls short anti-corruption says Transparency International
Source: Transparency International
Transparency International (TI) voiced its disappointment at the outcome of the High-Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness, which closed yesterday in Accra, Ghana. The meeting concluded with few firm, time-bound commitments on fighting corruption, jeopardising the global campaign to end poverty. Still, civil society and donor initiatives on greater aid transparency gave cause for hope. Despite stated support by many attendees for aid transparency and accountability, the Forum's communiqué, the Accra Action Agenda, ultimately fell short on specific timelines and concrete commitments to increase accountability and transparency in the development process. For more information, click here. 

Aid effectiveness - The Question of Mutual Accountability
Source: Charles Mutasa, Executive Director, African Forum and Network on Debt and Development (AFRODAD)
The issue of development cooperation, especially aid, can be traced back to the United Nations resolution 2626 in 1970 on the international development strategy for the second United Nations development decade. In the resolution, rich countries pledged to give 0.7% of their gross national products as development assistance, after recognising the role that aid could play in fostering development in developing countries. The next 30 years that followed saw aid being manipulated and used to meet political ends such as recruiting and rewarding southern allies during the Cold War. The question of aid for development seems to have taken a lull in this period and only surfaced again after the signing of the Millennium Declaration. For more information, click here.  
Revision Process ends for AA1000 Assurance Standard (AA1000AS)
Source: AccountAbility, www.accountability21.net
On Friday, 12th September the revision process of the popular AA1000AS - which commenced early 2007- will come to end. The AA1000AS will be the first standard to be developed using a collaborative wiki approach. The revision process has involved worldwide consultations in more than 20 countries, bilateral workshops to engage under-represented groups such as civil society and the investment community, and the innovative use of a wiki platform where all stakeholders can contribute directly to the drafting of the standard and to discussions on key issues. Get ready for the global launch of AA1000AS (2008) on October 24th 2008. For more information, click here. 



CIVIL SOCIETY ACTIVISM AND GLOBAL INSTITUTIONS
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Climate change: caused by the rich, hitting the poor
Source: InterPress Service (IPS) TerraViva
Tony Tujan, chairperson of the Reality of Aid Network, pointed out that there were no clear geographical boundaries with climate change, which presented donors and recipients with new challenges and opportunities when it comes to aid. But Tujan warned that aid for combating climate change should not come with conditionalities. “Decisions on which technical assistance to use must come from the people in the South,” he said. Mary Robinson, director of Realizing Rights - The Ethical Globalisation Initiative, expressed concern that none of the panelists had reflected the impact of climate change on women and the role they played in this arena. For more information, click here. 

[image: image15.jpg]


European Union forces new global deal on channelling aid
Clare MacCarthy, IrishTimes.com
In a rare display of united political dexterity, European Union (EU) member states have forced a new global deal on the way development aid is channelled from rich to poor nations, outmanoeuvring both the United States and Japan, who favoured shallower reforms. "The EU showed great political will. Under the French presidency it has the courage of its convictions," said Louis Michel, EU Commissioner for Development. The deal, the "Accra Agenda for Action", was adopted in Accra, the Ghanaian capital, following three days of intense negotiations involving some 100 governments and a host of international bodies including the EU, World Bank and OECD. The meeting also featured substantial input by civil society, with hundreds of delegates from NGOs such as Trócaire, Oxfam and Bono's ONE achieving at least some of their demands for quicker action on eradicating poverty. For more information, click here.

Donor governments continue to ignore developing country demands for aid reform
Better Aid, www.betteraid.org
Ministers met in Accra to agree an agenda to make aid work better for the poor, but back-room deals and obstructions within the negotiations have soured the deal. Expectations were high, but despite calls for deadlines and concrete plans from civil society and developing countries, the result has been a weak agreement characterised more by words than action. Even last minute efforts by developing country Ministers and their allies, only ensured some marginal improvements. This aid forum has been organised by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), a rich country donor club. “In a year when more than one hundred million people have been pushed into poverty by rising food prices,” says Rose Mensah-Kutin from NETRIGHT, Ghana, “It is scandalous that donor governments have refused to remove damaging restrictions that increase the costs of food aid.” For more information, click here. 

Statement on Climate Change of the London Conference
Source: VOICE, Aid Accountability Group, Right to Food Movement
"The root causes of climate crisis must be addressed appropriately and social justice and democracy must be guaranteed. We must assert that the planet is for living, not for profit." The London Conference on Climate Change is taking place on September 10, for discussion on strategies to overcome climate change crisis. A Multi-Donor Trust Fund is to be initiated, as discussed at an earlier conference organised by the UK’s Department for International Development (DFID), in Dhaka in March 2008. For more information, click here. 



PROFILES
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DONOR:  Nelson Mandela Foundation
The Nelson Mandela Foundation leads the development of a living legacy that captures the vision and values of Nelson Mandela’s life and work. Through the creation of strategic networks and partnerships, the Nelson Mandela Foundation directs resources, knowledge and practice to add value and demonstrate new possibilities. The Nelson Mandela Foundation embodies the spirit of reconciliation, ubuntu and social justice. The work of the Foundation is a celebration of Nelson Mandela’s life. The Foundation is not a research organisation. Its interest in generating new knowledge stems from its recognition that understanding the world is not enough. There has to be openness and transparency. And above all, there has to be the belief that no one person or organisation has all the answers. For more information, click here. 
MEMBER: The Centre for Development of Non-Governmental Organisation (CRNVO) 
CRNVO is a not-profit, non-governmental association founded and registered in September 1999. Its vision is a democratic and civil society in Montenegro, where rule of law is respected and active citizens and NGOs play a vital role in the governance of society. CRNVO provides support for the development of NGOs in Montenegro and contributes to the creation of a favorable environment for citizen participation in public issues and civil society development. Its key aims are to increase the capacity of NGOs, to improve cooperation between state, local government, NGOs and the commercial sector, to increase understanding of the importance and role that NGOs play in society, and to contribute to the development of democracy, rule of law and human rights. For more information, click here. 


BOOKS, REPORTS & RESOURCES

How to build political will for participatory governance
By Anu Pekkonen, CIVICUS Participatory Governance Programme Coordinator 
Although participatory governance offers important concrete benefits for citizens and state actors alike, there is often initial resistance from political actors and government officials who are unfamiliar with such approaches. The CIVICUS Participatory Governance Programme held a 2-day global conference on the theme of “How to Build Political Will for Participatory Governance” from 17-18 June, 2008 in Glasgow. The objective of this workshop was to explore and understand reasons for “political won’t” and to share and learn about strategies and tools that have proved successful in building “political will”. The workshop hosted approximately 70 targeted participants including leading practitioners from both civil society and government who are actively involved in promoting citizen participation in governance processes. To read the conference report, click here.

World Bank’s New Poverty Estimates - Digging Deeper into a Hole
Source: Sanjay G. Reddy
The World Bank has released its ‘updated’ global poverty estimates. These new numbers are based on a new worldwide price survey, and a new benchmark international poverty line of $1.25 2005 PPP which replaces earlier benchmark poverty lines (of $1.08 1993 PPP and $1.00 1985 PPP , both widely referred to as “$1 per day”) corresponding to earlier base years. The revised figures purport to estimate world poverty figures for a range of years since 1981, and thus crucially affect our understanding of the world over the last quarter century of globalisation. For more information, click here. 

Sanitation: A Human Rights Imperative
Source: Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions (COHRE)
This publication by COHRE, UN-HABITAT, SDC and WaterAid is a call to recognise sanitation as a crucial aspect of the right to an adequate standard of living, setting out the most important strategies and measures that stakeholders and decision-makers can prioritise in order to ensure that sanitation is accessible and affordable to all. 2.5 billion people lack access to basic sanitation. Tellingly, the Millennium Development Goal sanitation target - to halve by 2015 the proportion of people living without access to sanitation - remains the most off-track of all the MDG targets. The impact of a lack of sanitation on health, education and economic growth is profound. Every day, at least 5,000 children under the age of five die due to diarrhoea, a disease directly related to poor sanitation. For more information, click here. 

Alliance - new issue published, new website launched, now available in Spanish 
Source: Caroline Hartnell, Editor, Alliance 
Alliance is the leading magazine for philanthropy and social investment worldwide. The September issue of Alliance will have a special feature looking at international funding and ‘philanthrocapitalism’: New emperor, old clothes? International funding - who’s setting the agenda? Guest editors are Michael Edwards and Olivier Kayser of Ashoka. The special feature looks at how the characteristics of philanthrocapitalists play out in the international funding arena. In particular, what are the implications for donor control and agenda-setting? These issues are anything but new; argue Barry Knight and Caroline Hartnell in their introductory article, as illustrated by David Hulme’s historical overview of donor control in official aid and Peter Laugharn’s examination of the relationship between the present-day debates and those about proactive vs responsive grantmaking. For more information, click here. 


CONFERENCES & EVENTS

High-Level Meeting on Africa's Development Needs
Monday, 22 September 2008, UN Headquarters, New York
In accordance with General Assembly resolution 62/242, a High-level Meeting (HLM) will take place in New York, on the theme “Africa’s development needs: state of implementation of various commitments, challenges and the way forward”. The HLM will bring together Heads of State and Government, as well as leaders of the private sector and civil society. It will comprise an opening plenary meeting, followed by two high-level round tables in the morning and two high-level round tables in the afternoon, and a closing plenary meeting. The four round tables will address the same overall theme of the meeting. A limited number of seats for representatives of civil society organisations are being made available to observe the Opening and Closing Sessions of the HLM. For more information, click here.  

High-Level Event (HLE) on the Millennium Development Goals
25 September 2008, UN Headquarters, New York, USA
The event will be jointly convened by the Secretary-General and the President of the General Assembly to review progress, identify gaps and motivate commitments to bridge the gaps to ensure that the MDGS are achieved by 2015. It will be a special informal event bringing together Heads of State or Government, as well as leaders of the private sector and civil society. The HLE will provide an opportunity for world leaders to announce concrete plans and proposals to translate commitments into action and help accelerate implementation of the MDGs. Moreover, the HLE will send a message to the Follow-up International Conference on Financing for Development in Doha, Qatar (November) from the highest political level, re-committing all actors to a robust global partnership for development. For more information, click here. 


FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
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Acumen Fund Fellows Programme
Application Deadline: 20 October 2008 
Acumen Fund Fellows are drawn from a pool of talented individuals from all geographies, sectors, backgrounds, religions, and ages. Ideal fellows include those who have already decided on a career in venture philanthropy, those who are seeking a career at the highest levels in the corporate world, but want to better understand and impact problems of global poverty, and budding social entrepreneurs who want to learn about managing organisations in the most demanding settings. The Acumen Fund Fellows Programme provides extraordinary young professionals with a unique opportunity to use their skills to effect real social change with portfolio organisations in Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, South Africa, India and Pakistan, and to build lasting relationships with other like-minded individuals. For more information, click here. 
Global Development Awards and Medals Competition
Application Deadline: 26 September 2008  
This year’s theme for the Global Development Awards is of great significance for environmental, balanced growth and sustainability issues: ‘Natural Resources and Development’. The Global Development Network is accepting applications from researchers who have proposals and those that have completed research papers. For more information, click here. 
2009 Human Rights Fellowship Programme 
Application Deadline: 30 September 2008 
Conectas Human Rights, the Open Society Initiative for Southern Africa (OSISA), Open Society Initiative for Western Africa (OSIWA) and Open Society Justice Initiative (the Justice Initiative) are pleased to invite applications for the 2009 Human Rights Fellowship Programme. The Fellowship Programme is 21 months in duration and involves both academic study and practical experience in human rights/public interest advocacy. Human rights activists and lawyers from Angola, Mozambique, Guinea Bissau and Cape Verde will be selected to participate in the programme. For more information, click here.


CALL FOR PAPERS, SUBMISSIONS, SURVEYS & NOMINATIONS 

Call for proposals: 3rd Global Warming and Climate Change International Conference
Application deadline for proposals: 15 September 2008 
Alongside its normal program of lectures, The Working Group on Global Warming and Climate Change (WGGWCC) is inviting submissions from interested groups to present their programs and products at the 3rd Global Warming and Climate Change International Conference. The conference will be held in The Hyde Park Hotel, London, from the 26th to 30th September 2008. For more information, please e-mail at conference@wggwcc08.us or click here.  



APPOINTMENTS

CURRENT JOBS

Project Coordinator Participatory Governance
Application Deadline: 15 September 2008
CIVICUS: World Alliance for Citizen Participation
Location: Johannesburg, South Africa 
For more information, click here.

Resource Mobilisation Coordinator
Application Deadline: 26 September 2008
CIVICUS: World Alliance for Citizen Participation
Location: Johannesburg, South Africa 
For more information, click here.
Civil Society Watch Programme Officer - Two Positions
Application Deadline: 6 October 2008
CIVICUS: World Alliance for Citizen Participation
Location: Johannesburg, South Africa 
For more information, click here. 



CONTACT e-CIVICUS 
e-CIVICUS is a free weekly online publication keeping tens of thousands of people, organisations and programmes informed of the many developments that are taking place in civil society organisations around the world, the many factors that are affecting the impact of civil society on creating a more just world. 


We value your comments and suggestions. Please send these to the
Editorial Team at editor@civicus.org.

Unsubscribe: To unsubscribe from e-CIVICUS, get a password reminder, or change your subscription options by entering your subscription email address: Click here.
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