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ABOUT e-CIVICUS 
The CIVICUS weekly electronic publication is keeping tens of thousands of people informed of the developments taking place in civil society, the factors that are affecting them and the impact they are having on creating an informed and knowledgeable civil society. 

e-CIVICUS WELCOMES CONTRIBUTIONS OF CIVIL SOCIETY NEWS
e-CIVICUS offers a useful channel through which you and your organisation can share your news, publicise your events and articulate the issues you face. Please send us your contributions no later than Tuesday for publication in the coming week to editor@civicus.org. All contributions must focus on civil society issues or have a civil society angle. To read the contribution guidelines, click here. 

REPRODUCTION OF e-CIVICUS
Readers are welcome to reproduce, in part or in full, all sections of this newsletter, however please request permission to do so first. When reproducing or retransmitting content, please credit sources and authors. The content of this newsletter can be translated into another language and reproduced in other publications, as long as due acknowledgment is made to CIVICUS. 

e-CIVICUS DISCLAIMER
Although CIVICUS makes all reasonable efforts to obtain prima-facie reliable content for e-CIVICUS, CIVICUS cannot guarantee the accuracy of the reports, views or opinions of third-party content providers, nor does CIVICUS necessarily endorse the views reflected therein. Opinions expressed by contributors to  e-CIVICUS  are solely those of the individual writers and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of CIVICUS, its Board of Directors, managers or staff, or any CIVICUS members or partners. We request that readers exercise caution and alert us immediately if they suspect any fraudulent or incorrect material has been included in our publication. Please do send your comments and suggestions to  editor@civicus.org.


CONTACT US
P.O. Box 933
Southdale, 2135 
South Africa 
Tel: +27 11 833 5959 Fax:+27 11 833 7997

1112 16th Street NW,
Suite 540 
Washington D.C. 
20036 USA
Tel: +202 331-8518
Fax: +202 331-8774

Websites:
www.civicus.org
www.civicusassembly.org

To subscribe or unsubscribe: email subscriptions@civicus.org

TELL A FRIEND
Do you have a friend who works for a more just world?
Would you like to share this newsletter with them?
Please forward their e-mail address to subscriptions@civicus.org

We value your comments, suggestions and contributions. Speak to us at editor@civicus.org

Support CIVICUS
To make an on-line donation, click here.

Join CIVICUS
Join or renew your CIVICUS Membership on-line now, click here. 
www.civicus.org.




Civil Society Watch Monthly Bulletin
The CIVICUS e-newsletter Civil Society Watch Monthly Bulletin  is an action-oriented newsletter distributed to over 7,400 people around the world, featuring insightful interviews, updates on threats to civil society, and analyses of current situations. Read more at 

CIVICUS blog
What do you think? Have your say on the CIVICUS Blog! CIVICUS seeks to amplify the voices and opinions of ordinary people and give expression to the enormous creative energy within civil society. Our recently launched blog gives you the opportunity to use your voice and engage with the rest of civil society. Have your say by visiting http://civicus.civiblog.org
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A study in contrast: Reporting from the UN High Level Event on the MDGs
By Ingrid Srinath, CIVICUS Secretary General

Dear friends and colleagues,

The contrast could not have been starker. At the UN Department of Public Information (DPI)-NGO meeting in Paris a couple of weeks ago, the room was filled with civil society representatives from all over the world and the conversation focussed on the centrality of human rights to development. At the UN Private Sector Forum in New York today (25 September), the gathering comprised mainly senior corporate personnel, and human rights did not find any mention whatsoever. This issue of e-CIVICUS goes to press just as the UN High Level Event to review and generate greater impetus for the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) is being convened in New York. It seems glaringly obvious that if we are to meet the targets we need to bridge the chasm between the powerful elites on one side of the street and those who live and die by their decisions on the other. And accept as a basic axiom that development that ignores human rights is simply unsustainable. To read more on this week's column, click here.
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UN Summit leaves little space for voices of people living in poverty says CIVICUS Honorary President and GCAP co-chair 
Source: Global Call to Action against Poverty (GCAP)
A global poverty hearing attended by representatives from Africa, Asia and Latin America, bringing together witnesses and advocates from around the world, took place on 23 September in the UN Church Center Chapel in New York, across from where the UN High Level Event on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) is taking place on 25 September. Kumi Naidoo, CIVICUS Honorary President and one of the co-chairs of the Global Call to Action against Poverty opened the hearing and called on world leaders to “learn from people with experience of poverty to make sure the MDG action plans really work”. He further urged that the Summit is an ideal opportunity for people who live in poverty to feed in their ideas on quality education for all, empowering women, and investing in local agriculture, as well as new deals debt and trade. For more information, click here.

More responses to GCAP International Poverty Hearing from civil society on the UN event of the MDGs in New York
Salil Shetty, Director of the Millennium Campaign
“Since 2000, the Millennium Development Goals have provided a common framework for rich and poor countries, governments and non-government organisations, to work together and [image: image6.jpg]


there have been some very impressive results in reducing poverty and improving health and education levels,” said Salil Shetty, Director of the Millennium Campaign. “But at the current speed, we will not be able to achieve the Goals by 2015. Today’s poverty hearings make it clear that, for the poor, the cost of further delay is unacceptably high. During this week’s High Level meeting, world leaders need to sign on to an accelerated and time-bound plan of action to get back on track toward achieving the Goals by 2010.” 
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Lysa John, National Coordinator of Wada na Todo Abhiyan (‘Keep Your Promises’) campaign, in India
“They might push us out of the corridors of power but we will not stay silent, ”said Lysa John, National Coordinator of Wada na Todo Abhiyan (‘Keep Your Promises’) campaign, in India. “We our governments accountable for the MDGs and, for promise they made in 2000 to work in partnership with us,” she added. 
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Archbishop Njongonkulu Ndugane, founder of African Monitor in South Africa 
“These hearings are a great weapon for change,’ said Archbishop Ndugane, founder of the first poverty hearing in South Africa, 10 years ago. ‘You cannot ignore the words of a mother who cannot feed her children calling for justice.” 
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Poor people demanding action from world leaders on the MDGs in New York
By Thomas Muchineripi Deve, Policy Analyst (Africa), United Nations Millennium Campaign 
Results of the Millennium Development Goals Hearings/Tribunals with poor people themselves, independent MDG Progress Reports, focus group discussions and interviews have shown that too little time is left to take decisive action to achieve the MDGs by the target year of 2015. The UN Millennium Campaign has worked with a range of grassroots-level people’s organisations, social movements, faith-based groups, civil society organisations and local governments in over 20 countries - mainly in Asia, Africa and Europe - to find out what has worked in the first half of the MDGs period (2000-8), and what needs to be done in the second half (2008-15). Poor people argue that High Level Event on the MDGs in New York on 25 September provides a timely opportunity for world leaders and all development actors to review progress, renew and reinforce commitments for all countries to achieve the MDGs by 2015. For more information, click here.


CIVICUS Poll Question

This week’s question:

For the MDG action plans to work, what do you think is the most important ingredient?

a. Better understanding of how human rights and poverty intersect
b. More opportunity for people with experience of poverty to be heard
c. Stricter and consistently monitored time-bound plans of action from governments
d. All of the above
e. Other
To answer the question, click here.

Previous question:
Are counter-terrorism laws reducing terrorism or contributing to it?
a. Reducing terrorism
b. Contributing to terrorism
c. Both
Results: a. - 16%, b. - 32%, c. - 52% 



TELL A FRIEND ABOUT e-CIVICUS 
e-CIVICUS keeps tens of thousands of people and organisations informed of the many developments taking place in civil society around the world. As a subscriber you know the value e-CIVICUS can bring to your work. So why keep it to yourself?

Do you have a friend who works for a more just world? Would you like to share this newsletter with them? Why don’t you suggest they register for a free subscription?

They can send us an e-mail to subscriptions@civicus.org or fill out the subscription form here. Alternatively, please forward their e-mail addresses to us and we’ll contact them on your behalf. Please send us your contributions no later than Monday every week to editor@civicus.org. All contributions must be focused on civil society issues or have a civil society angle. 



e-CIVICUS DIALOGUES

Activists spotlight rights abuses on eve of U.N. meeting in New York
By Omid Memarian, Inter Press Service (IPS)
A day before Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad addresses world leaders at the United Nations, human rights activists criticised his government's record and urged the international community to hold the president accountable during his visit to New York. At a press conference on Monday, 22 September held by Human Rights Watch and the International Campaign for Human Rights in Iran, activists stressed that basic human rights protections in Iran have deteriorated to new lows. For more information, click here.
Women, civil society and peace-building: Time to deliver on international commitments
By Tanzilya Salimdjanova, CIVICUS Civil Society Watch Programme Associate
Hardly anyone will disagree that war leads to dramatic and large-scale violations of women’s rights. Moreover, as primary caregivers, women are most affected by disruptions in family life [image: image10.jpg]


and the lives of children due to conflict. Nevertheless, more often than not, when the conflict finally comes to an end, women find themselves largely excluded from the peace negotiations. Although they are highly invested in stopping violence, too few women are included in official peace-building efforts, by the mediators, UN bodies or local powers. For more information, click here.


CIVIL SOCIETY NEWS

Aid agencies say rich countries are blocking anti-poverty economic action
Source: Ekklesia, www.ekklesia.co.uk
As world leaders gather in New York for make-or-break talks about halving extreme global poverty, international development agencies, including Britain's Christian Aid, warn that progress is being hampered by the activities of rich countries and big business. The High Level Event, organised by the United Nations, will highlight the lack of progress being made in helping the developing world achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Christian Aid says that short-sighted trade liberalisation imposed on poor countries, and the use of offshore havens by transnational corporations (TNCs) to reduce their tax liabilities in the developing world, are grievously undermining international aid efforts. ‘The aims of the MDGs are wholly desirable, but while rich countries discuss how much more aid they can afford, they are missing one very salient point,’ said Christian Aid, policy manager Alex Cobham. For more information, click here.

International tobacco-control award for Indian social activist
By Aman Loona, American Chronicle
Hemant Goswami, a social activist from India, and Thailand's Health Minister have been selected for the prestigious international "Global Smokefree Partnership Award" in recognition of their work in controlling the menace of tobacco. The honour is awarded every year by "The Global Smokefree Partnership," a joint worldwide initiative of over twenty international organisations formed to promote effective smoke-free air policies worldwide. The award shall be presented the award at the Society for Research on Nicotine and Tobacco (SRNT) conference in Bangkok, Thailand on Wednesday, 29 October 2008.  For more information, click here.

Civil society reacts to boycott call in Turkey
Source: Turkish Daily News
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan's call to boycott all media critical of the government is reminiscent of the press curbs during military rule and could split society, Turkish journalists and business groups said. Erdoğan urged his party members not to buy Doğan Media Group newspapers, arguing that parts of the coverage of the Ligthhouse case, which was concluded in Germany last week, aimed at denigrating his name and the Justice and Development Party, or AKP. The journalist associations warning against infringements on media freedom are preparing to counter Erdoğan's boycott call, Daily Radikal reported. For more information, click here. 

Putin slams Radio Station for reporting on Georgian Law
Source: News from the Coalition for Democracy in Russia
Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin is apparently seething at one of Russia’s only independent radio stations, over its reporting of the war in Georgia. David Remnick, the editor of The New Yorker, reports in the magazine that Putin personally called out Aleksei Venediktov, the editor-in-chief of Ekho Moskvy, at an August meeting with Russia’s leading media figures. Responding to Putin’s criticism, Venediktov was eventually forced to change the station’s editorial policy. The meeting took place on 29 August at Putin’s residence in Sochi, where 35 media heads gathered to speak with the Prime Minister. Remnick reminds readers that Putin regularly held these types of gatherings during his presidency. For more information, click here. 

Annual U.S. Report Assesses Religious Freedom Worldwide
Source: Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty
The US State Department has released its annual International Religious Freedom report, drawing attention to the repression of religious expression, persecution of believers, and toleration of violence against religious minorities by governments around the world. The report also notes those countries where officials protect and promote religious freedom. Iran and Uzbekistan are designated "Countries of Particular Concern," which are defined as "countries that have engaged in or tolerated particularly severe violations of religious freedom," along with Burma, China, North Korea, Sudan, Eritrea, and Saudi Arabia. For more information, click here. 

South Africa's Human Rights reputation tarnished says Human Rights Watch
By Carroll Bogert, Associate Director of Human Rights Watch
Published in The Sunday Independent
Supporters of human rights around the world watched in joy 14 years ago as apartheid ended and a new era of democratic governance began in South Africa. But many of us are now watching in dismay as the country's foreign policy often aligns with global enemies of human rights. The South African government's unwillingness to confront President Robert Mugabe on his extremely abusive governance of Zimbabwe is well known to South Africans, and justly controversial. As a member of the United Nations Security Council for two years, South Africa has had many opportunities to speak out forcefully for human rights - or to join those speaking out against them. Burma is the best-known case. With Russia and China, South Africa has blocked efforts to condemn the military government's lethal crackdown on peaceful protesters last year. For more information, cli

 HYPERLINK "http://www.civicus.org/media/SouthAfrica-Carroll%20Bogert-HumanRightsWatch.doc" ck here.

Civil society to media: please don't report what's not true
Source: MindaNews
Civil society representatives last week highlighted criticisms of the media in the first of a serried of Media Dialogues, titled, “How can the media report Mindanao better?”. Media agencies and journalists present listened, as civil society representatives from the Moro, Lumad and Settler groups in Mindanao were invited to give a critique on media’s coverage. For more information, click here. 
World Bank updates poverty estimates for the developing world
Source: World Bank Groups
New poverty estimates published by the World Bank reveal that 1.4 billion people in the developing world were living on less than US$1.25 a day in 2005, down from 1.9 billion in 1981. These revised numbers reflect improved household data from a greater number of countries. They are based the International Comparison Programme (ICP) and 675 household surveys covering 116 countries and spanning the period 1981 to 2005. The new numbers show that poverty has been more widespread across the developing world over the past 25 years than previously estimated, but also that there has been strong - if regionally uneven - progress toward reducing overall poverty. On the other hand, they also demonstrate that the developing world is still on track to meet the first Millennium Development Goal of halving extreme poverty by 2015. For more information, click here. 

Economic slowdown to push 100m into poverty
Source: IRINnews
Ban Ki-moon, the UN Secretary-General, warns in a new report that the gains made in reducing extreme poverty are under threat from the rise in global food and fuel prices and global economic slowdown. In the UN’s Millennium Development Goals Report 2008, launched on 11 September, Ban writes: “The largely benign development environment that has prevailed since the early years of this decade, and that has contributed to the successes to date, is now threatened. The economic slowdown will diminish the incomes of the poor; the food crisis will raise the number of hungry people in the world and push millions more into poverty; climate change will have a disproportionate impact on the poor.” For more information, click here. 


MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS & GLOBAL CALL TO ACTION AGAINST POVERTY

Millennium Campaign calls for coherent action on trade imbalances
Source: Joy Online
Ms Eveline Herfkens, Executive Coordinator of the Millennium Campaign, has called for coherent global collaborative action to effectively deal with trade imbalances suffered by developing countries. Addressing the inaugural Geneva Trade and Development Forum at Crans-Montana, Ms Herfkens bemoaned the current situation where developing countries are left fragmented in negotiating processes. “It is time to make trade policies part of the broader relationship, not just with other countries, but, more importantly part of the broader agenda of challenges of global poverty, the environment and security,” she said. For more information, click here. 
People's Assembly against Hunger and Poverty in Nepal
Source: Global Call to Action against Poverty (GCAP)
Continuing with the series of Poverty hearings and meetings being organised around the world in the run up to the High Level Event on the MDGs on 25 September in New York, a poverty assembly took place in Nepal with active participation from impoverished people, Dalit, women, indigenous people, differently able people, peasants, landless, bonded labour, Halia, Kamlari, agricultural labourers and natural resource user groups. More than 2000 people participated in the programme, which kicked off with a mass rally in Mahendranagar, the district headquarters of Kanchanpur in Makali zone in the far western region of Nepal, an area prone to food scarcity. For more information, click here. 

Poverty, inequality and unemployment continue to destroy the livelihoods in Africa 
By Thomas Muchineripi Deve, Policy Analyst (Africa), United Nations Millennium Campaign 
Shadow reports, citizen’s score cards, conference communiqués and poverty hearings undertaken in 2008 by the partners of UNMC in Africa have revealed that poverty, inequality and unemployment continue to destroy the livelihoods of many people on the continent, and underline the need for governments to adopt urgent measures that will see them get back on track not only to meet Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015, but exceed some of the targets wherever it is possible. Major causes identified by all, range from the neo-liberal market-driven policies of governments to the tolerance and promotion of self-serving corrupt practices in their own ranks. This has been further complicated by their failure to usher in development and diversification strategies to combat poverty and prioritise the creation of decent employment and the right to work, in accelerating progress towards meeting targets set in the MDGs. For more information, click here.

Anglicans to gather in Ottawa and New York in 'Walk to Witness'
Source: Anglican Journal
Anglicans will gather in Ottawa and New York on Thursday, 25 September, to renew their call for governments around the world to demonstrate their commitment to end global poverty and other social justice priorities outlined by the United Nations Millennium Development goals (MDGs). The events are being held to coincide with a special UN General Assembly meeting on the MDGs in New York. For more information, click here.

Poor performance on health indicators keeps India off-track on the MDGs
Inter-agency meet emphasizes joint action for local monitoring of development goals
International organisations and civil society groups came together in a discussion led by the UN Resident Co-ordinator, Dr. Maxine Olson to discuss the Government of India's report on the status of Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), and explore how a joint strategy can be made operational across agencies working on this agenda. The meeting was jointly organised by the UN in India, through the UN Millennium Campaign and Wada Na Todo Abhiyan (Keep The Promise Campaign), a civil society network monitoring the government's performance on the Millennium & National Development Goals. For more information, click here.


GET INVOLVED!
Stand Up and Take Action - on October 17-19
Join the biggest worldwide mobilisation to end poverty now!
The main objective of Stand Up and Take Action is to raise awareness and get people [image: image11.jpg]


from all over the world, all ages and all beliefs - to take action towards the complete eradication of poverty and for the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Stand Up and Take Action brings together diverse groups of activists, professionals, students, non-governmental organisations, film makers, bands, photographers, journalists, artists, poets, and performers who will be uniting their efforts on October 17-19 to profess their support for the MDGs and against poverty and inequality in all regions worldwide. People of differing, and sometimes opposing, political and religious views find in Stand Up a common stage for protest and action against entrenched patterns of poverty and inequality. For more information, click here. 

A Call to Action: World Foodless Day 2008
Assert Our Rights to Land and Food 
On 16 October, PAN AP, together with its community partners and network organisations, will observe World Foodless Day (WFD 2008). This will be held in defence of communities' right to food, land and food sovereignty. In the face of growing hunger and malnutrition, agribusiness transnational corporations (TNCs) continue to mint profits. Food, which is for nourishment and livelihoods, is now being treated as a commodity for trade, speculation and profiteering. The United Nations (UN), World Trade Organisation (WTO) and international finance institutions are using the food crisis to further impose their failed prescriptions of liberalisation and corporate agriculture on the governments and their people. PAN AP has published a Special Release on the "Global Food Crisis: Hype and Reality" which traces the root causes of the world food crisis. For more information, click here. 

Human Rights: A Call to Action
Source: Global Reporting Initiative (GRI)
The United Nations Global Compact, Realizing Rights: The Ethical Globalization Initiative and the Global Reporting Initiative are marking the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights by calling on companies to make a commitment to improve at least one aspect of their human rights reporting. The invitation to companies to participate is central to the three organisations’ new collaborative project: “Human rights - A call to action”, which aims to foster greater integration of human rights principles into corporate sustainability reporting. Mary Robinson, former UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Global Compact Board member and President of Realizing Rights said: “The 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration during 2008 presents a key opportunity for the many companies who still haven’t thought seriously about the role of human rights in their business operations.” For more information, click here. 


ACCOUNTABILITY
Who monitors the monitors?
Speech given by Peter Phiri, CIVICUS Legitimacy, Transparancy and Accountability Programme Coordinator at the “Promoting CSO Legitimacy, Independence and Credibility” conference, Kampala, Uganda 
“Who monitors the monitors?” is a question often asked when apprehension pervades across the ambit of oversight institutions and sectors. CSOs have attracted their fair share of criticism in line with this question within the last few years as their role in questioning and directing civic opinion on public and market policies has grown exponentially in both prominence and levels of influence. This increase in the set of responsibilities of CSOs must be contexualised within an atmosphere of negative public opinion based on popular incredulity at maladministration by actors in institutions from all spheres of life. For more information, click here.
Corruption nourishes poverty
Ramesh Jaura interviews Huguette Labelle, Chair of Transparency International
A new report by Transparency International (TI) lashes out at some of the world's poorest countries for an "ongoing humanitarian disaster", and deplores the wealthiest for not doing enough to stem graft. Launching the 2008 Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) on Tuesday, 23 September in Berlin, TI Chair Huguette Labelle said: "In the poorest countries, corruption levels can mean the difference between life and death, when money for hospitals or clean water is in play, but even in more privileged countries, with enforcement disturbingly uneven, a tougher approach to tackling corruption is needed." For more information, click here. 

Transparency and accountability in water sector stressed in the dialogue
By Ahmed Swapan Mahmud, Executive Director, VOICE
A dialogue on water sector transparency and accountability was organised by Voice, a Dhaka based research and advocacy organisation. Mayor of Mymensingh pourashava, Advocate Mahmud Al-Noor Tarek presided over the occasion while Additional District Commissioner of Mymensingh Mohammad Mohsin attended as a special guest. Representatives from local government and engineering department, NGOs, CSOs, professional bodies, business communities, journalists, members and councilors of municipality attended the function. The dialogue was moderated by Ahmed Swapan Mahmud, executive director of Voice. For more information, click here.


CIVIL SOCIETY ACTIVISM AND GLOBAL INSTITUTIONS

Poverty reduction claims under scrutiny
By Thalif Deen, Inter Press Service (IPS)
The World Bank's recent estimates on global poverty, particularly in relation to China, are being challenged by an international non-governmental organisation (NGO) which monitors poverty eradication and gender equality. "Significant poverty reduction is happening in Asia, the region that currently concentrates the greatest number of poor people," said Roberto Bissio, coordinator of Social Watch, a network of more than 400 civil society organisations in 70 countries. But this trend, he argues, was already in place when the UN's Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) - which includes a 50 percent reduction in extreme poverty and hunger by 2015 - were approved in the year 2000. For more information, click here. 

Climate inaction 'costing lives'
Source: British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) News 
Failure to take urgent action to curb climate change is effectively violating the human rights of people in the poorest nations, an aid charity warns. A report by Oxfam International says emissions, primarily from developed countries, are exacerbating flooding, droughts and extreme weather events. As a result, harvests are failing and people are losing their homes and access to water, the authors observe. Oxfam will be submitting its report, called Climate Wrongs and Human Rights, to the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). "Climate change was first seen as a scientific problem, then an economic one," explained report author Kate Raworth. "Now it is becoming a matter of international justice. The global impacts of climate change meant that nations had to be held accountable for the consequences of their actions, Ms Raworth said. For more information, click here. 



PROFILES
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DONOR: Skoll Foundation
The Skoll Foundation was created by Jeff Skoll in 1999 to pursue his vision of a world where all people, regardless of geography, background or economic status, enjoy and employ the full range of their talents and abilities. Skoll, who was the first employee and first President of eBay, believes that strategic investments in the right people can lead to lasting social change. The Skoll Foundation’s mission is to advance systemic change to benefit communities around the world by investing in, connecting and celebrating social entrepreneurs. Social entrepreneurs are proven leaders whose approaches and solutions to social problems are helping to better the lives and circumstances of countless underserved or disadvantaged individuals. By identifying the people and programs already bringing positive changes to communities throughout the world, the Skoll Foundation empowers them to extend their reach, deepen their impact and fundamentally improve society. For further information, click here.
MEMBER: Macedonian Center for International Cooperation (MCIC)
The Macedonian Center for International Cooperation is a civil society organisation that believes in peace, harmony and prosperity for Macedonia and the Balkans. MCIC believes [image: image13.png]skell
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that Macedonia and the Balkans should be integrated into European Union, on the basis of universal principles of civil society and participative democracy; rule of law; balanced socio-economic development; non-violence; interdependence; and cultural diversity. MCIC strives to facilitate and introduce change, by means of innovation and establishment of alternative models and their mainstreaming, in order to find solutions to societal challenges. MCIC is guided in its work by the principles of participation, transparency and accountability, partnership, tolerance, entrepreneurship, sustainability and equal approach. MCIC has implemented more then 60 programmess with over 1,450 projects in 14 years of its existence. For more information e-mail at mcms@mcms.org.mk or click here. 



BOOKS, REPORTS & RESOURCES
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Volunteering and social activism: Pathways for participation in human development
CIVICUS, the International Association for Volunteer Effort (IAVE) and the United Nations Volunteers (UNV)
The CIVICUS-IAVE- UNV programme commissioned a study in 2007/8 to explore the role of both volunteering and social activism in development. The study involved contributions from all three organisations and drew on inputs from nearly 100 volunteer-involving organisations across 54 countries in all regions across the globe. The joint CIVICUS-IAVE- UNV publication explores the stories of volunteers participating around the world to deepen democracy, facilitate social change, and advance development. It seeks to promote a shared understanding of how different forms of volunteerism contribute to the achievement of local, national and international development objectives, and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The full study will be launched later this year. For more information, click here. 

Fitting Gender into Development Institutions
Shahra Razavi, United Nations Research Institute For Social Development, Geneva, Switzerland
This paper analyses some of the more prominent strands of gender and development (GAD) discourse that have justified the need for policy attention to women on efficiency and poverty grounds. The analysis is set within the context of organisational politics, as well as the changing national and international policy environment of the past decade, which has hastened the need for gender lobbies to forge strategic alliances with like-minded social forces. While admitting the analytical and methodological weaknesses that very often characterise gender policy discourses, the paper draws attention to the political imperatives and institutional constraints within which these arguments have taken shape. For more information, click here. 

A free web portal for African civil society organisations 
Source: GuideStar International (GSI) 
GuideStar International (GSI) seeks to illuminate the work of every civil society organisation (CSO) in the world based in UK. GSI and the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) announced in August a joint venture to develop a free web portal for African civil society, showcasing NGOs, charities, non-profit organisations and community based organisations from the smallest to the largest. Utilising a shared internet platform, organisations will be able to display their vision and mission, objectives, activities, needs and finances to donors, researchers, policy makers and the general public. For more information, click here. 
Good Practice Note on Poverty and Social Impact Analysis (PSIA)
Source: http://siteresources.worldbank.org
The note “Using Poverty and Social Impact Analysis to Support Development Policy Operations” is now available on the World Bank website. This Good Practice Note provides advice to World Bank Task teams on when, why and how to conduct Poverty and Social Impact Analysis (PSIA) when preparing a Development Policy Operation (DPO). This note updates the 2004 version by incorporating practical lessons from PSIA implementation over the past three years. PSIA is used to better understand the potential impact of specific policy reforms on different social groups or civil society, mainly focusing on the poor. For more information, click here. 


CONFERENCES & EVENTS
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Global Youth Conference at the World Bank
23 October 2008, World Bank Headquarters, Washington DC, USA
This year's Global Youth Conference “Empowering a Generation: Developing Skills and Capacities in Youth,” will emphasise the urgency to focus on and invest in the needs of young people all over the world. The conference will focus on three themes: Skills and Sustainability, Leveraging Partnerships, and Best Practices and Challenges in Youth Programmes. The thematic discussions will be followed by brainstorming sessions and a reception. The Global Youth Conference is organised by the Youth-to-Youth Community (Y2Y) of the World Bank, and attracts more than 300 participants from around the world, including civil society. For more information, click here.
13th International Anti-Corruption Conference (IACC)
Global Transparency: Fighting corruption for a sustainable future
30 October - 2 November 2008, Athens, Greece
What are the links between corruption and the un-sustainable exploitation of natural resources? How does corruption threaten business? Why does corruption fuel human insecurity? What roles do transparency and accountability have in achieving the Millennium Development Goals? Why is the fight against corruption central to the debate on global warming and climate change? As the world's premier conference on corruption and good governance, the International Anti-Corruption Conference will once again bring together world leaders from all sectors that will address the critical questions that will define our future. Through 5 plenary debates, forty two workshops and 10 special sessions, the 13th IACC will facilitate provocative debates and innovative approaches to address some of the most pressing challenges of our time. For more information, click here. 


FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

Human Rights Fellowship Programme
Application Deadline: 30 September 2008 
Conectas Human Rights, the Open Society Initiative for Southern Africa (OSISA), the Open Society Initiative for Western Africa (OSIWA) and the Open Society Justice Initiative (the Justice Initiative) are pleased to invite applications for the Human Rights Fellowship Programme for 2009. The Fellowship Programme is 21 months in duration and involves both academic study and practical experience in human rights/public interest advocacy. Human rights activists and lawyers from Angola, Mozambique, Guinea Bissau and Cape Verde will be selected to participate in the programme. For more information, click here. 

Leaders for Democracy Fellowships
Application Deadline: 20 October 2008 
Three-month Programme in the United States for Young Leaders
The Middle East Partnership Initiative (MEPI) is pleased to announce applications for candidates to participate in the Leaders for Democracy Fellowship Programme. This annual programme will provide young civic and democratic reform leaders from the Middle East and North Africa with the opportunity to complete both academic coursework and a practical, skill-building experience as well as networking with like-minded reformers and activists inside and outside the region. The fellowship will cover international and domestic travel, health insurance, housing, and a moderate living stipend. The programme is open to applicants between the ages of 25 and 40 with a bachelor's degree and English language fluency to function successfully in an American academic and professional environment. For more information, click here. 

Southern Africa Social Entrepreneurship (SASE) Awards - 2008
Applications Deadline: 31 October 2008 
Social Entrepreneurs are visionary individuals who are motivated to evoke social change in a sustainable way. Ashoka Innovators for the Public provides venture capital funding for these social entrepreneurs for a period of three years. Ashoka Southern Africa has existed in the region for 16 years and has in that time identified and supported 120 social entrepreneurs across all developmental sectors. The recent advent at GIBS of the Colloquium for Social Entrepreneurship (CSE) has brought the attention of corporate South Africa to social entrepreneurship. In conjunction with this, Ashoka links Southern African Social Entrepreneurs with an international network of similar individuals in 60 countries across the globe is calling for recognising the social entrepreneurs’ awards. These synergies are embraced and showcased by the GIBS/Ashoka partnership. For more information, click here. 



CALL FOR PAPERS, SUBMISSIONS, SURVEYS & NOMINATIONS

Call for Papers: Field Action Science Report
Application Deadline: As soon as possible
'FACTS Reports' is a unique forum that publishes manuscripts and opinion pieces related to field-based activities within various topic areas: economics, health, education, agriculture, urban planning and environmental issues. The goal of the journal is to collect and disseminate knowledge and best practices on field activities and provide a platform of communication and exchange among field-based professionals. Submitted papers should not have been previously published nor be currently under consideration for publication elsewhere. All papers are refereed through a peer review process. For more information, click here. 


APPOINTMENTS

CURRENT JOBS

Resource Mobilisation Coordinator
Application Deadline: 26 September 2008
CIVICUS: World Alliance for Citizen Participation
Location: Johannesburg, South Africa 
For more information, click here. 
This job announcement is also available in French, click here. 
Civil Society Watch Programme Officer - Two Positions
Application Deadline: 6 October 2008
CIVICUS: World Alliance for Citizen Participation
Location: Johannesburg, South Africa 
For more information, click here. 

Development Finance Coordinator 
Application Deadline: 10 October 2008
 ActionAid International (AAI)
Location: Any 50 countries of AAI Office 
For more information, click here.



CONTACT e-CIVICUS 
e-CIVICUS is a free weekly online publication keeping tens of thousands of people, organisations and programmes informed of the many developments that are taking place in civil society organisations around the world, the many factors that are affecting the impact of civil society on creating a more just world. 


We value your comments and suggestions. Please send these to the
Editorial Team at editor@civicus.org.

Unsubscribe: To unsubscribe from e-CIVICUS, get a password reminder, or change your subscription options by entering your subscription email address: Click here.
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