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ABOUT e-CIVICUS 
The CIVICUS weekly electronic publication is keeping tens of thousands of people informed of the developments taking place in civil society, the factors that are affecting them and the impact they are having on creating an informed and knowledgeable civil society. 

e-CIVICUS WELCOMES CONTRIBUTIONS OF CIVIL SOCIETY NEWS
e-CIVICUS offers a useful channel through which you and your organisation can share your news, publicise your events and articulate the issues you face. Please send us your contributions by Monday for publication in the coming week to editor@civicus.org. All contributions must focus on civil society issues or have a civil society angle. To read the contribution guidelines, click here.  

REPRODUCTION OF e-CIVICUS
The content of this newsletter can be translated into another language and reproduced in other publications, as long as due acknowledgment is made to CIVICUS. 

e-CIVICUS DISCLAIMER
Although CIVICUS makes all reasonable efforts to obtain prima-facie reliable content for  e-CIVICUS, CIVICUS cannot guarantee the accuracy of the reports, views or opinions of third-party content providers, nor does CIVICUS necessarily endorse the views reflected therein. 


CONTACT US
P.O. Box 933
Southdale, 2135 
South Africa 
Tel: +27 11 833 5959 Fax:+27 11 833 7997

1112 16th Street NW,
Suite 540 
Washington D.C. 
20036 USA
Tel: +202 331-8518
Fax: +202 331-8774

Websites:
www.civicus.org
www.civicusassembly.org

To subscribe or unsubscribe: email: subscriptions@civicus.org

TELL A FRIEND
Would you like to share this newsletter with a friend? Please forward their e-mail address to subscriptions@civicus.org

Support CIVICUS
To make an on-line donation click here.

Join CIVICUS
Join or renew your CIVICUS Membership on-line now click here. 
www.civicus.org.




Civil Society Watch Monthly Bulletin
Civil Society Watch Monthly Bulletin
The CIVICUS e-newsletter Civil Society Watch Monthly Bulletin  is an action-oriented newsletter distributed to over 7,400 people, featuring insightful interviews, updates on threats to civil society, and analyses of current situations. Read more at 
CIVICUS blog
Our recently launched blog gives you the opportunity to use your voice and engage with the rest of civil society. Please visit 
http://civicus.civiblog.org
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FROM THE DESK OF CIVICUS' SECRETARY GENERAL
Send your comments and contributions to editor@civicus.org.

Human rights: an immature child who is 60 years old! 
By Ingrid Srinath, CIVICUS Secretary General

Dear friends and colleagues,

60 years is considered -- in those parts of the world where such a luxury is attainable -- the age of retirement. It’s a time to slow down, to withdraw from active work, to take it easy and enjoy the fruits of a lifetime of effort. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) is at no such risk. At the Every Human Has Rights event to commemorate the landmark, Jimmy Carter noted that human rights may well be at their lowest ebb of the past 60 years. From Guantanamo to Beijing, London to Harare, more people are now excluded from their most basic rights than ever before. And despite greater awareness of rights and greater connectivity across regions and causes, civil society appears to be still fighting a rearguard action to prevent violations. To read this week's column, click here.
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Reflections: 60th Anniversary of Universal Declaration of Human Rights
By Kumi Naidoo, Honorary President of CIVICUS 
On 10 December 2008, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) becomes 60 years old. It is incredible to think that such positive human rights commitments contained in the Universal Declaration were made in 1948, a time when much of the world found itself confined by colonial bondage. As I write this, from Poznan, Poland, where the UN Climate Change Conference is underway, I feel a sense of desperation as my brothers and sisters in neighbouring Zimbabwe experience the devastation of systematic human rights abuses. Sadly, the few governments who criticise the atrocities of the government of President Mugabe are themselves lacking in credibility, given their own violations of human rights: this includes the UK who attempted to bulldoze a draconian ‘detention without trial’ law through Parliament and the US who have openly engaged in torture. For details, click here.
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Progress on Human Rights requires stronger institutions
By Mary Robinson and Desmond Tutu, The Elders
PARIS -- Sixty years ago this week, the United Nations adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the first international proclamation of the inherent dignity and equal rights of all people. To this day, the Universal Declaration remains the single most important reference point for discussion of ethical values across national, ideological, and cultural divides. Yet the Declaration’s enlightened vision of individual freedom, social protection, economic opportunity and duty to community is still unfulfilled. Tragically, genocide is happening again, this time in Sudan. A heightened security agenda since the attacks on the United States in September 2001 has included attempts to legitimise the use of “extraordinary rendition” (the movement between countries of prisoners and suspects without due process of law) and torture. For details, click here. 
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Rights is the answer
By Henri Valot, CIVICUS Policy Advisor
12 years ago, I had the privilege to work with late Maître Alioune Blondin Beye in the context of the UNAVEM 3, UN mission in Angola. Maître Beye, the UN Special Representative of the Secretary General, former Malian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and Commissioner of the African Human Rights Charter, had established a small team of Human Rights experts within the UN mission. I was soon posted in Angola, in Malange province, on the border between the Government and the UNITA-controlled areas. My job was to document and report on human rights violations happening at this border. My daily reports, brought to the attention of the Control and Supervision Commission were nevertheless not really treated. And Maître Beye insisted that in such a tense situation, we should avoid pointing our fingers at belligerents and rather do human rights education. For details, click here.

Defending the Defenders: Ethical commitment for Human Rights
By Daniel Bekele, an Ethiopian human rights defender who spent two and a half years in prison, along with his colleague Netsanet Demissie. While he was imprisoned, he was profiled by the CIVICUS Civil Society Behind Bars Campaign
The achievements of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) in the past 60 years are by no means negligible. At the time of its adoption, the UDHR was considered as a statement of principles to serve as a “common standard of achievement” rather than a legal treaty having the force of law. Nevertheless, the UDHR has not only set a standard of achievement but earned an increasing moral, legal and political significance. For details, click here.

Tribute to the “Guardians of the ideal”!
By Netsanet Demissie, an Ethiopian human rights defender who spent two and a half years in prison, along with his colleague Daniel Bekele. While he was imprisoned, he was profiled [image: image8.jpg]
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by the CIVICUS Civil Society Behind Bars Campaign
The 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) on 10 December is an occasion to reflect upon the many challenges facing humanity. The ideals enshrined in this founding document of the modern human rights movement, are being constantly challenged by hypocrisy when it comes to human rights, arguments pitting human security against liberty as well as questions about the universality of the human rights discourse and arguments about cultural relativism. Today, 60 years after the Declaration was first adopted, we are still asking ourselves the question whether we should hope or despair? For details, click here.


CIVICUS Poll Question

This week’s question:

Do you think that the global human rights situation has worsened in 2008?

a. Yes, it definitely has
b. No, I wouldn’t say that
c. I just don’t know 

To answer the question, click here.

Previous question:


Do you think that civil society organisations are doing enough to encourage and promote volunteerism?

a. Yes
b. No
c. Don't know 
Results: a. - 0%, b. - 93.8%, c. - 6.3% 


JOIN US - BECOME A CONTRIBUTING FRIEND OF e-CIVICUS 
e-CIVICUS keeps tens of thousands of people and organisations informed of the many developments taking place in civil society around the world. As a subscriber you know the value e-CIVICUS can bring to your work.

Do you have friends who work for a more just world? Why don’t you suggest they register for a free subscription? They can send an e-mail to subscriptions@civicus.org or fill out the subscription form here. Alternatively, please forward their e-mail addresses to us and we’ll contact them on your behalf. 
Please send your contributions by Monday every week to editor@civicus.org. All contributions must be focused on civil society issues or have a civil society angle. 


e-CIVICUS DIALOGUES

International Human Rights Day: The spirit is in the air, no time to despair
By Afura Burtukana, writes in his personal capacity specially for e-CIVICUS 
As the world celebrates the 60th anniversary of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights, we in Ethiopia have been fighting for justice, humanity, peace, democracy and prosperity. Our struggle was not in vain, we were able to get our leaders out of jail. However, as we have learned from history, most struggles are not without their ups and downs and ours is no different. The regime in power has intensified the atrocities it is committing against our people. Much to our dismay, our leaders were not able to keep their unity. For details, click here.  
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Relevance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights: 60 years on
By Mandeep S. Tiwana, CIVICUS Civil Society Watch Programme Officer
As the world readies to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) on 10 December, the relevance and significance of the UDHR is being brought into question. Any examination of the UDHR is incomplete without appreciating the existing situation at the time of its drafting. The world was scarred and polarised by World War II. Much of the global South was under colonial domination. The UDHR recognised these realities in its opening paragraph: "Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world". As in 1948, today too, increasing polarisation, multiple conflicts and widening inequality remain serious problems for the international community. For details, click here. 
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Chain of humanity for dignity, equality and life without discrimination
By Shula Koenig, People's Movement for Human Rights Learning
In our fast moving tumultuous lives, there are moments of unexpected transcendence that liberate us and give us real, meaningful hope. Recognising and capturing these moments can move us to reinvent our lives as one vibrant link in the chain of humanity’s expectations for dignity, equality and life without discrimination. As we gain this insight we spontaneously acknowledge social responsibility – changing the world with passion and commitment, to rid it of poverty, to liberate it from violence, to create a new political culture with human rights at its core. For details, click here.

Read more...


CIVIL SOCIETY NEWS
Civil society mulls national human rights organisation in Cambodia
By Sebastian Strangio and Cheang Sokha, Phnom Penh Post
The establishment of a national human rights body has taken another tentative step forward, with government and civil society providing input on recommendations for an umbrella organisation they say will integrate Cambodia into regional human rights mechanisms. The proposed body will help enshrine human rights in Cambodian law, provided that the government lends its support to the idea. At a conference in Siem Reap over the weekend, the Cambodian Working Group (CWG) for an ASEAN Human Rights Mechanism welcomed comments from government and civil society on the proposed National Human Rights Institution (NHRI). For details, click here. 

Civil society calls for stopping violations of persons with mental disabilities in Bulgaria
Press Statement: World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT), Bulgarian Helsinki Committee (BHC) and Mental Disability Advocacy Center (MDAC)
On the International Day of Persons with Disabilities, the World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT), the Bulgarian Helsinki Committee (BHC) and the Mental Disability Advocacy Center (MDAC) come together to express their serious concern over the situation of persons with mental disabilities, one of the most marginalised and discriminated groups in Bulgarian society. In a series of letters to members of the Bulgarian Parliament and Government, officials and elected representatives in the European Union, and the United Nations Special Procedures mandate holders, the three organisations underline that persons with mental disabilities in Bulgaria, “frequently face social exclusion and severe human rights violations, including violence and ill-treatment”, and express their concern that, “inadequate legislation together with entrenched institutional policies and practices also compromise their socio-economic well-being, as well as that of their families”. For details, click here. 

Combating High-tech terrorists with social media in Mumbai
Source: NetPulse, the weekly newswire of online politics
The devastating terrorist attacks in the Indian city of Mumbai were widely reported online by citizen journalists who used various social media outlets to provide real-time accounts of the tragedy. Social media sites including Twitter, Flickr, Wikipedia and various personal blogs reported simultaneous online coverage and provided a place for aggregated news reports on the historic terrorist attack that killed 180 people and wounded nearly 300. The terrorists who attacked Mumbai used technology such as a state-of-the-art GPS navigational system, Blackberrys and detailed maps to gain a tactical advantage in their attack. For details, click here. 

Ruling for lawyer a victory for free speech in Lebanon
Source: Human Rights Watch
A Lebanese court’s decision to dismiss charges of criminal slander against Muhammad Mugraby, a prominent lawyer and human rights activist, is an important victory for freedom of expression in Lebanon, a group of ten Lebanese and international human rights organisations said today. At a news conference in Beirut, the groups urged the Lebanese government to halt numerous other legal actions pending against Mugraby, which appear intended to punish him for criticizing the country’s judicial institutions. In his decision, Judge Ziad Mkanna said that freedom of expression “is protected by article 13 of the Constitution” and that it “can only be restricted by law in a limited and exceptional manner.” For details, click here. The statement is available in Arabic, click here. 

Civil society and the 2008 French Republic's Human Rights Award
Source: Zimbabwe Election Support Network (ZESN)
The Zimbabwe Election Support Network, a network of 30 non-governmental organisations was on 28 November conferred the 2008 French Republic's Human Rights Award in recognition of the organisation’s work in 2008. The French award distinguishes fieldwork and projects connected with the practical defence and promotion of human rights, in the furtherance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. For details, click here. 

Read more...


GLOBAL CALL TO ACTION AGAINST POVERTY (GCAP) AND UN MILLENNIUM CAMPAIGN (UNMC)
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The world needs a good Conference of the Parties
By Ben Margolis, GCAP Mobilisation and Outreach Coordinator
The 14th UN Conference of the Parties (COP) on the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change is coming to a close in Poznan. More than 10,000 people descended on this ancient Polish town for up to two weeks for supposedly critical talks towards a breakthrough climate change deal at next years conference in Copenhagen. That a deal is critical has never been clearer. The scientific consensus is overwhelming and devastating and portends the end of the world as we know it. The negotiations, on the other hand, plod along as if the issue at stake were of minor importance - something that can wait. For details, click here.

The world needs to re-affirm the Universality of Human Rights
By Global Call to Action Against Poverty (GCAP) Africa secretariat 
On 10 December 2008, we celebrate the 60th year of the existence of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The Global Call to Action against Poverty Africa ( GCAP Africa) is partnering with the Every Human Has Rights campaign (EHHR) - spearheaded by the Elders including Bishop Desmond Tutu, Aung San Suu Kyi, Mary Robinson, Graça Machel, Kofi Annan and Nelson Mandela. GCAP and EHHR, together with other partners, are calling for true reflections on the universality of these celebrated rights. This is a call on all humanity - and even more so those in power - to re-look at their interactions and perceptions of the extremely marginalised and those who have no voice. For details, click here. 

Doha FFD was another missed opportunity as poverty levels plummet drastically
Source: Global Call to Action Against Poverty (GCAP)
The final declaration of the UN Summit on Financing for Development (FfD) lacks the depth of commitment required to address the growing disaster befalling millions of people living in poverty throughout the developing world. Campaigners from the Global Call to Action against Poverty (GCAP) condemned the power battles that dominated much of the proceedings, the lack of timelines for delivering aid and implementing just trade rules, as well as the overall lack of urgency in tackling mounting hunger levels around the world. For details, click here.  



MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS (MDGs)

InterAction Survey - Millennium Development Goals
Source: David Kampf, InterAction 
InterAction is researching action around the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in the United States. The research seeks to identify organisations in the US that have used the MDGs in advocacy and communications efforts and to what extent previous, current and planned campaigns were

framed around the MDGs. To complete the survey, click here. 

Read more...


GET INVOLVED!

Join CIVICUS in appealing for the freedom of civil society campaigners
Civil Society Behind Bars campaign
On the 60th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, CIVICUS is appealing for the freedom of civil society activists in Syria, India, China, Uzbekistan, Zimbabwe and Iran, as part of the Civil Society Behind Bars campaign. Over the next week, we invite you to join us by writing letters demanding the immediate release and/or repeal of sanctions against these courageous campaigners. We also encourage you to send a message of solidarity and support to them and their families. For details on the campaign, click here. 
A Call to governments to act urgently in the face of economic and financial crises
Source: The Reality of Aid
The world economy is well into its worst crisis of a century. Crises abound: we are in the midst of a financial crisis, food crisis, fuel crisis, climatic shifts, soaring poverty and distressing uncertainty about how the economic turmoil will play out in the coming period. Governments in both developed and developing countries are scrambling to take measures to arrest the further deterioration of their economies. Civil society organisations including CIVICUS make this call to developing countries’ governments to take positions to protect their people from the brunt of the crises and make a significant step in defending genuine development. To sign on to the statement, click here.
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Action alert: Send message to world leaders at UN General Assembly
Source: Every Human Has Rights Campaign
The Elders stood alongside more than 30 award-winning human rights journalists, civil society leaders, and government and business leaders to amplify the voices of millions of people around the world; re-committing themselves to the goals of the Universal Declaration, and calling on governments and individuals everywhere to renew their commitment to human rights. The Elders' Mary Robinson will highlight messages from Paris and the individual pledges and group commitments made throughout the campaign in an address to world leaders at the UN General Assembly on 10 December. To sign the Universal Declaration of Human Rights pledge, click here.
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Join online rally on 60th anniversary of UNDHR
Source: Every Human Has Rights Campaign
If you are online or have your mobile phone in hand on 10 December, join the digital Every Human Has Rights Rally!  Whether by text message, Facebook, Flickr, Twitter, your blog, or even email, show your support by declaring that Every Human Has Rights! You can join in by sending this simple message to your family, friends, and colleagues by text, twitter or email: 

“Today is the Universal Declaration of Human Rights' 60th anniversary.
 I believe that Every Human Has Rights!” 

Join on Facebook and other social networks by adding a picture of yourself with the message 'Every Human Has Rights' or the campaign badge (downloadable here) as your profile picture; or you can join by blogging, write about the Universal Declaration at 60 and what it means to you.

Read more...


ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY

Transparency International 2008 Bribe Payers Index
Index ranks 22 leading exporting countries by likelihood of firms to bribe abroad
The Transparency International 2008 Bribe Payers Index (BPI) was released on 9 December. The BPI ranks the likelihood of firms from 22 top exporting countries to bribe abroad. These 22 countries account for approximately 75 per cent of total foreign direct investment outflows and export goods worldwide. The Index, last published in 2006, is based on interviews with almost 3.000 senior business executives working in 26 countries. For details, click here.

E-Democracy Conference in London promotes transparency
By Andrew Pugh, Neath Guardian
PLAID Cymru Assistant Minister Bethan Jenkins has hailed the use of so-called e-Democracy in modern politics. E-Democracy refers to the use of the internet and new technologies to improve democracy through activities like grass-roots campaigning. Ms Jenkins, who sits on the Assembly’s petitions committee, is well known for her use of blogging to keep constituents up-to-date on goings-on in the Bay. Speaking from the e-Democracy Conference in London, she said: “As public servants, we must embrace all new methods of being accessible and transparent for our constituents.” For details, click here. 

Read more... 



CIVIL SOCIETY ACTIVISM AND GLOBAL INSTITUTIONS
Amnesty International calls for a moratorium on the death penalty
Source: Amnesty International Press Statement
The African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights (African Commission) has adopted a resolution calling on African States to observe a moratorium on the death penalty. The resolution was adopted at the African Commission's 44th Ordinary session in Abuja, Nigeria. It comes just days after the Third Committee of the UN General Assembly voted for a similar resolution on a moratorium on executions. It is an important step towards making the African Union (AU) a totally death penalty-free zone. For details, click here. 

Human Rights and Gender components of UN and European Union peace operations
Source: German Institute for Human Rights
Peace operations carried out by international or regional organisations, such as the United Nations (UN) and the European Union (EU), have become key instruments of the international community for facilitating the settlement of inter-state and internal conflicts and promoting peace processes. Since the first generation of peace operations -- limited to maintaining and observing ceasefires and to serving as a buffer between conflicting parties in order to stabilise the situation on the ground -- the nature of peace operations has changed profoundly. For details, click here.    

Read more...


CLIMATE JUSTICE

[image: image15.jpg]


Global meltdowns and the necessity of equitable systems of global governance
By Vicente García-Delgado, CIVICUS UN Representative (NY)
The financial meltdown has temporarily overshadowed other global crises brewing just under the horizon, particularly the impending climate meltdown, but this situation is likely to change soon. The planet’s warming continues to accelerate; water wars are already underway; unending droughts and expanding desertification are affecting the livelihood of millions; the rapid melting of glaciers increase devastating downstream floods in highly populated areas; climate-related migrations, often intertwined within local and regional conflicts are growing, and substantial rises in food prices and energy costs throw millions more into abject poverty. For details, click here. 

Accelerating and worsening impacts of climate change
By Bo Ekman, President, Johan Rockström and Anders Wijkman
When climate negotiators meet this week in Poznan, only one year is left before a hoped-for post-Kyoto agreement in Copenhagen next year. A lot is at stake. The IPCC reports from 2007 underlined the seriousness of the problems we face. The new scientific evidence gained in recent years is the backbone of a new book - "Grasping the climate crisis - a provocation from the Tällberg Foundation" - that was launched to challenge those participating at the meeting in Poznan. For details, click here. 

Read more...


PROFILES
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DONOR RESOURCE: International Human Rights Funders Group
The International Human Rights Funders Group (IHRFG) is an association of grantmakers devoted to supporting efforts to achieve the rights enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the treaties and laws it has generated so that all people may enjoy a truly and fully human existence. The IHRFG began in 1994 as a group of US foundations with "International Human Rights" programmes that addressed human rights issues in other parts of the world. Reflecting important advances in the field of human rights, the Group no longer treats human rights as a matter "out there" but rather recognises the value of human rights work even in the US. Now IHRFG itself is international, with members in Canada, Europe and the global South. For details, click here. 
MEMBER: Community Trust Fund
Community Trust Fund (CTF) is a civil service institution working in Sri Lanka for the vulnerable/marginalised economically poor, internally displaced and victimised people of war, religious and ethnic minorities. Its aim is to improve basic facilities for a peaceful life [image: image17.jpg]


through participatory community-oriented rehabilitation and development, human rights and humanitarian activities. Currently, there are 1422 members of both genders (858 females and 564) that form the general body of the CTF. For details, click here. 

Read more on the previous member profiles...


BOOKS, REPORTS & RESOURCES

Human rights conditions worsening in Arab region, says CIHRS
Source: Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies (CIHRS)
Human rights conditions are worsening in 12 Arab nations, according to a report published by the Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies (CIHRS). The publication, which is the group's first annual report, is titled "From Exporting Terrorism to Exporting Repression”, and was released to coincide with the 60th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The report deplores the impunity of human rights violations and crimes, including violations against political, human rights, and reform activists in the region, focusing on Egypt, Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco, Sudan, Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, raq, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, and Yemen. The report identifies Iraq as the nation with the most serious human rights abuses. It charges that authoritarian tendencies in the League of Arab States have risen to an all time high, and that foreign relation of the league amount to a tool of repression. For details, click here.

Annual Human Rights Council Report Card for 2007-2008
Source: Democracy Coalition Project
The Democracy Coalition Project has released its annual independent analysis of government performance during the second year of the new UN Human Rights Council entitled "Human Rights Council Report Card: Government Positions on Key Issues 2007-2008”. The analysis charts the positions of governments on key thematic and country-specific proposals during the second cycle, as well as debates surrounding the Council's working methods and procedures such as country scrutiny and NGO participation. The report card also analyses the trends and voting patterns observed among the regional and cross-regional blocs active at the Council. The report is designed to assist human rights advocates as they work to strengthen the Council's attention to serious human rights issues. For details, click here.

New handbook on the UN human rights system
Source: United Nations Non Governmental Liaison Service
In the lead-up to the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the United Nations Non-Governmental Liaison Service (NGLS) has produced, in collaboration with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, a handbook entitled, "The United Nations Human Rights System: How to Make it Work for you". This handbook primarily designed for civil society organisations offers basic and practical information for understanding how the UN human rights system works. It gives an overview of the main international treaties and texts on fundamental human rights and explains how these rights are promoted and protected by the UN. It is available in English and French.
Read more... 


CONFERENCES & EVENTS
International Migrant's Day 
18 December 2008, Globally
In 1997, Filipino and Asian migrant organisations began celebrating and promoting the 18 December as the International Day of Solidarity with Migrants. This date was chosen because it was on 18 December 1990 that the United Nations adopted the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of all Migrants Workers and Members of Their Families. In 2000 the UN General Assembly designated 18 December of each year as International Migrants’ Day. For details, click here.
Read more...


FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

Application for OHCHR Travel Scholarship to attend the Durban Review Conference 
Application Deadline: 15 December 2008
The UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) has announced that it will make available travel scholarships to support NGO representatives to attend the Durban Review Conference, which will be held from 20 to 24 April 2009, in Geneva, Switzerland. Aapplication forms are available in English, French and Spanish. For details, click here.
Read more...


WORKSHOPS & COURSES

Human Rights Advocacy Course 2009
4 February-14 April 2009, 
This HREA distance learning course provides human rights activists with a range of proven human rights advocacy methods and critical concepts as a means for them to reflect on and deepen their own work. The course will look at the theoretical foundations and critical issues of human rights advocacy, elements of advocacy planning, and strategies for action. 
In this course, participants should deepen their knowledge about advocacy and its relationship to: Politics and Democracy; Citizenship and Rights; Power, Empowerment and Citizen Education and Action. Deadline for registration is 15 December 2008. For details, click here. 

Read more...


CALL FOR PAPERS, SUBMISSIONS, SURVEYS & NOMINATIONS 

Human rights: a Call to Action
Encouraging companies to commit to improve their reporting on Human Rights
Deadline commitments: 15 December 2008
Source: Global Reporting Initiative, United Nations Global Compact and Realizing Rights
The Call to Action is a challenge to companies to identify an area of their reporting on human rights that they want to improve in 2009. In responding to the Call to Action, companies become part of a growing number of organisations seeking to take practical steps to integrate human rights issues into their policies and operations and thereby contribute to broader learning on how best to approach what can appear to be a complex subject. For details, click here. 

Read more...


APPOINTMENTS
This week, new civil society job openings have been added to the CIVICUS website. Please click here.
Should you wish to publish a New Vacancy, please click on Add job. Please add an expiry date for applications.
JOBS OF THE WEEK
Senior Associate for Policy Series
Application Deadline: 15 January 2009
Global Health Council
Location: Washington DC USA
For details, click here. 
 


CONTACT e-CIVICUS 
e-CIVICUS is a free weekly online publication keeping tens of thousands of people, organisations and programmes informed of the many developments and factors that affect civil society and their impact on creating a more just world. 

We value your comments and suggestions. Please send these to the
Editorial Team at editor@civicus.org.

Unsubscribe: To unsubscribe from e-CIVICUS, get a password reminder, or change your subscription options by entering your subscription email address: Click here.
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