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ABOUT e-CIVICUS 
The CIVICUS weekly electronic publication is keeping tens of thousands of people informed of the developments taking place in civil society, the factors that are affecting them and the impact they are having on creating an informed and knowledgeable civil society. 

e-CIVICUS WELCOMES CONTRIBUTIONS 
e-CIVICUS offers a useful channel through which you and your organisation can share your news, publicise your events and articulate the issues you face. Please send us your contributions by Monday for publication in the coming week to editor@civicus.org. All contributions must focus on civil society issues or have a civil society angle. To read the contribution guidelines, click here. 

REPRODUCTION OF e-CIVICUS
The content of this newsletter can be translated into another language and reproduced in other publications, as long as due acknowledgment is made to CIVICUS. 

e-CIVICUS DISCLAIMER
Although CIVICUS makes all reasonable efforts to obtain prima-facie reliable content for  e-CIVICUS, CIVICUS cannot guarantee the accuracy of the reports, views or opinions of third-party content providers, nor does CIVICUS necessarily endorse the views reflected therein. 

CONTACT US
P.O. Box 933
Southdale, 2135 
South Africa 
Tel: +27 11 833 5959 Fax:+27 11 833 7997

1112 16th Street NW,
Suite 540 
Washington D.C. 
20036 USA
Tel: +202 331-8518
Fax: +202 331-8774

Websites:
www.civicus.org
www.civicusassembly.org
To watch videos and CIVICUS initiatives on Zimbabwe, click here. 

To subscribe or unsubscribe: email subscriptions@civicus.org

TELL A FRIEND
Would you like to share this newsletter with a friend? Please forward their e-mail address to subscriptions@civicus.org

Support CIVICUS
To make an on-line donation click here.

Join CIVICUS
Join or renew your CIVICUS Membership on-line now click here. 
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Civil Society Watch Monthly Bulletin
The CIVICUS e-newsletter Civil Society Watch Monthly Bulletin  is an action-oriented newsletter distributed to over 7,400 people, featuring insightful interviews, updates on threats to civil society, and analyses of current situations. Read more at www.civicus.org.

CIVICUS channel on YouTube: ‘Time 2 Act’ Go to YouTube, click here.


CIVICUS launches its 1 for 1 membership campaign
Are you on of the missing 86? 
One CIVICUS member for every UN member state, that’s the goal of CIVICUS’ 1 for 1 Membership campaign, click here. 

CIVICUS blog
Our recently launched blog gives you the opportunity to use your voice and engage with the rest of civil society. Please visit http://civicus.civiblog.org.
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Save Zimbabwe Now initiative has selected a relay fast as the first campaign to mobilise regional public awareness and build pressure on SADC governments to influence the Zimbabwean state to restore dignity, human and democratic rights to its people, click here. 

 

 
 
	
FROM THE DESK OF CIVICUS' SECRETARY GENERAL
Send your comments and contributions to editor@civicus.org.
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Our Preferred Future: Lessons from the CIVICUS Civil Society Index
By Ingrid Srinath, CIVICUS Secretary General

Dear friends and colleagues,

Amidst what some have called ‘the perfect storm’ – financial meltdown, climate crisis, economic upheaval, mushrooming conflict, widening disparities and stasis in global governance mechanisms – it is all too easy to focus entirely on immediate survival. For civil society the current environment is fraught with threat. Even as resources get scarcer, the demands on many organisations grow rapidly larger. The latest economic crisis is pushing another 53 million people worldwide over the brink into poverty. Economic nationalism rears its ugly head as the domestic priorities of developed countries threaten to erode such political will as existed to meet their commitments to the developing world. Short-term survival needs loom large on the radars of politicians and businesspeople alike. Economic interests dilute concerns about human rights, democratic freedoms and climate justice. Donors consolidate portfolios in reaction to real and anticipated declines in revenues. The actions of even those who most vociferously oppose a ‘beggar thy neighbour’ approach do not always match their words. To read this week's column, click here.
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Civil society calls to release political prisoners, allow humanitarian agencies in Zimbabwe 
Source: Sapa-AP-AFP
The Nobel Peace Prize winner Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu said the Zimbabwean government deal should be given a chance, "but many are not particularly hopeful". He said Mugabe would have to be closely monitored to ensure the coalition does not turn out to be a "charade". Tutu was seated next to Kumi Naidoo, CIVICUS Honorary President and Co-chair of the Global Call to Action against Poverty (GCAP). Naidoo expressed reservations about the unity government's prospects for success. He called on Mugabe to release political prisoners, allow humanitarian agencies to work freely and repeal restrictions on free speech and assembly. Dr Naidoo also completed his 21-day hunger strike on 11 February, before the Chair of the Commission for Gender Equality in South Africa, Nomboniso Gasa, takes up the challenge to fast for another 21 days For details, click here.


Message of hope and sacrifice to Kumi Naidoo and Nomboniso Gasa
By Rabbi Awraham Soetendorp, Founder and President, Jacob Soetendorp Institute for Human Values 
My dear Kumi. I watched the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) report about your courageous hunger strike to appeal to the world to act now and help the citizens of Zimbabwe. [image: image6.jpg]


I am filled with admiration for your leadership through personal sacrifice that breaks the passivity. And I am convinced your example has contributed to the steps that have now been taken. Every time we meet I feel this strong emotional bond. I hope we will have the opportunities to work together. Please consider me as a friend who is near. You know that I always live with the awareness that good people have sacrificed their comfortable life, and even my foster father his life for me. Your standing up against evil and for a compassionate future is a sign of hope for me and for people everywhere who wrestle with their conscience and try everyday to find the courage to act and make a difference. I hope you will now have the time to recuperate and rest. I am proud to know you. I applaude Nomboniso Gasa who has taken up the challenge by fasting for 21 days since Kumi completed his strike on 11 February. For details, click here.



CIVICUS Poll Question

This week’s question:

Is civil society properly positioned to play its role in these times of global crises? 

a. Yes, it is beginning to play a positive role
b.  No, it’s role is not clearly established
c.  It’s only able to play its role In some parts of the world 

To answer the question, click here.

Previous question:

Do forums such as the World Economic Forum provide space for views from civil society? 
a. Yes, the voice of civil society is getting heard!
b. No, not at all
c. I don’t believe in such global forums!
Results: a. - 64.2%, b. - 30.2%, c. - 5.7%


JOIN e-CIVICUS - BECOME A CONTRIBUTING FRIEND
e-CIVICUS keeps tens of thousands of people and organisations informed of the many developments taking place in civil society around the world. This e-publication seeks to encourage and amplify the voices of those struggling for a more just world. As a subscriber, you know the value e-CIVICUS can bring to your work.

Do you have friends who work for a more just world? Why don’t you suggest they register for a free subscription? They can send an e-mail to subscriptions@civicus.org or fill out the subscription form here. Alternatively, please forward their e-mail addresses to us and we’ll contact them on your behalf.
Please send your contributions by Monday every week to editor@civicus.org. All contributions must be focused on civil society issues or have a civil society angle. 


e-CIVICUS DIALOGUES

Beyond the Bailout: Agenda for a new economy
By David Korten - Source: Yes magazine, www.yesmagazine.org
The financial crisis has put to rest the myths that our economic institutions are sound and markets work best when deregulated. The economic institutions have failed, not only financially, but also socially and environmentally. This, combined with the election of a new president with a mandate for change, creates an opportune moment to rethink and redesign. President Obama has promised to grow the economy from the bottom up. That would be a substantial improvement over growing the top at the expense of the bottom. The real need, however, is a bottom-up transformation of our economic values and institutions to align with the imperatives and opportunities of the 21st century. For details, click here.

How to create a world without wars?
By Charles Mercieca, President of International Association of Educators for World Peace
The tendency for most governments to solve their political differences through struggles and wars will have to stop abruptly, the sooner the better. At this stage of history, we have entered the nuclear age. This means that now the entire world is faced with annihilation where everyone will be a loser and no o ne a winner. Each time a war was waged we witnessed the destruction of cities and the death of many innocent people on both sides. For details, click here.  

Read more...


CIVIL SOCIETY NEWS

Six Croatian NGOs move into HRH Zagreb house
Source: Women's Group B.a.B.e.
During 2008, six Croatian non-governmental organizations established the Human Rights House Zagreb (HRH Zagreb). The founders of the HRH are: Association for Promotion of Equal Opportunities for people with Disabilities, Association for Protection and Promotion of Mental Health “Svitanje“, Center for peace Studies Zagreb, Centre for Dealing with the Past “Documenta“, Civic Committee for Human Rights and Women's Human Rights Group ‘Be active, be emancipated -- BaBe.’. The HRH Zagreb is established with the aim to promote, develop and improve protection of human rights according to the UN Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, UN Covenant on Civic and Political Rights, and the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. For details, click here. 

The aftermath of Israel's offensive into Gaza 
By Kathambi Kinoti - A human rights perspective. AWID interviews with Jessica Montell
Association for Women's Rights in Development (AWID)
The Israel-Palestine conflict seems to be intractable. While political perspectives may differ, it is clear that the recently ended Israeli offensive into Gaza had adverse human rights implications. A few weeks ago, while the attacks were still going on, we interviewed Islah Jad, a Palestinian professor and activist. We spoke with Jessica Montell of B’Tselem, the Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories about the attacks and the ceasefire. For details, click here.



Media must monitor government in civil society says Jiang Weiping
Source: CNW Telbec
Speaking in public for the first time since his arrival in Canada last week, Jiang Weiping, poet, journalist and former bureau chief of the Hong Kong daily 'Wen Hui Bao', said he still believed the media "has the duty to monitor government actions in a civil society. Unfortunately under the current political system of China, this is a high risk job". Jiang added that his "pursuit for freedom of the press has not been shaken, neither has my goal to construct democracy and rule of law in China been changed." For details, click here.

Russia hate crimes up slightly in 2008: rights group
Source: JURIST, legal news and research
Russian human rights group the SOVA Center announced that the number of Russian hate crimes rose slightly in 2008 over 2007 levels, with 97 people killed and 525 wounded. According to the deputy head of SOVA Galina Kozhevnikova higher conviction rates for hate crimes prevented the numbers of hate crimes from rising any higher. The release of the SOVA Center report comes just days after Kozhevnikova received an e-mailed death threat from a neo-Nazi group. In response, the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) called on Russian authorities to launch an immediate investigation into the threats. Earlier this week, Human Rights Watch (HRW) released a report outlining the dangers faced by Russian migrant workers in a climate of rising xenophobia. For details, click here.  
Read more...


GLOBAL CALL TO ACTION AGAINST POVERTY (GCAP) AND UN MILLENNIUM CAMPAIGN (UNMC)

GCAP call on G7 Finance Ministers to tackle roots of financial and economic crises
Source: Global Call to Action against Poverty ( GCAP )
GCAP is calling on the occasion of the G7 Finance Ministers’ meeting scheduled in Rome, on 13-14 February under the Italian G8 Presidency, to tackle fundamental roots of financial and economic crises to protect the poor and effectively fight poverty. GCAP understand that this first ministerial meeting in 2009 will be an important opportunity for discussing among like-minded governments proposals and possible common positions and solutions for new global financial regulations and the unfolding serious economic crises, to be tabled at the next G20 summit in London and taken forward to the G8 Summit in la Maddalena. For details, click here. 

World crisis to cut Africa social spending
Source: Reuters
African governments and their donors will be forced to cut social spending in 2009 as a result of the global financial squeeze, charity Oxfam said. "We fear that there will be a possible reduction in social spending as the global financial crisis is likely to hit Africa hardest this year, forcing governments to cut back on protection programs," said Eve Odete, Oxfam's Pan-Africa Policy Officer. Oxfam said donor countries are unlikely to meet their aid commitments because the current global financial crisis is unprecedented and its effects will be wide reaching. For details, click here. 

Millennium Campaign calls on G-7 Finance Ministers not to forget the poorest people
Source: www.endpoverty2015.org
The United Nations Millennium Campaign has urged G-7 finance ministers, meeting in Rome on 13-14 February, to address the economic crisis, not to forget about the world’s poorest people, who have had nothing to do with the causes of the crisis, but are facing the consequences. It is estimated that the number of people living on less than $1 per day could rise by 40 million and the number of people living on less than $ 2 per day could rise by 100 million as a direct result of the financial crisis. The finance ministers must keep the needs of the most vulnerable on the agenda during this week’s talks, create a vulnerability fund to help poor countries weather the financial crisis, clearly spell out plans to deliver on their aid commitments and avoid protectionism. The work done in Rome this week will set the stage for the outcome of the full G-8 meeting in July. If these issues are not addressed now, by summer it will be too late. For details, click here. 


MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS (MDGs)

Galway school wins Irish Aid Award on MDGs
Source: IRISHTIMES.com
A Galway school was presented with the ‘Our World’ Irish Aid Award by the Minister of State for Overseas Development Peter Power this afternoon at Dublin Castle. The boys of St Patrick’s National School in the city centre won the award for their project A Better World, A Better Place , A Better School . It examined the role Irish children can play in improving the lives of children in other parts of the world and the importance of education in long-term development. The awards, now in their fourth year, encourage primary school pupils to think about the lives of children in developing countries and learn about the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). For details, click here. 

Read more...


GET INVOLVED!
Petition: Stop a 15-year-hold being imprisoned for 37 years
Youth Action for Change
This petition is a campaign of ‘The Children in Prison Initiative’ stems from a project implemented by Youth Action for Change (YAC). Imagine you are a 15-year-old boy walking to his first day at work. It is South East Turkey and there is unrest on the streets; nothing to do with you. One road is blocked off; so you take another route through a park. You are approached who calls you a terrorist. At first it seems a joke. But then the policeman starts beating you. He holds you down as he beats you. He is much taller than you and you twist and escape. But you run into the embrace of another policeman’s fist. There is no escape. You are held and beaten by four policemen, dragged to a car where you are again beaten. Then you are brought to an adult police station. Again you are beaten. The nightmare does not end; you are put in jail with adults twice your age and labelled a ‘terrorist’. To sign the petition, click here.

Read more...


ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY
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Accounts for the long future
By Simon Zadek, Chief Executive of AccountAbility
Source: openDemocracy Network
2008 has set the stage for long-overdue change. Change, yes, but what kind, for whom and how quickly? Dying institutions representing failing ideologies and practices are always stubborn and often violent contestants. In the end, it all comes down to the need to reinvent accountability. Each and every change so desperately needed involves a shift in the basis on which powerful forces are held to account. Yet the language of ‘accountability’ is paradoxically the preferred currency of those who resist change as well as those who demand it. "We are in many instances not blighted by ‘too little’ accountability, but by way too much of the wrong kind, often protecting the wrong people and promoting the wrong actions and rewarding perverse consequences," said Zadek. For details, click here.

Transparent and efficient functioning of democratic institutions in Serbia
Source: Council of Europe
“Transparent and efficient functioning of democratic institutions which citizens can trust is an essential pre-condition for closing the monitoring with respect to Serbia,” said Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly co-rapporteur on Serbia Andreas Gross (Switzerland, SOC ) at the end of a two-day visit to the country. “Since the last parliamentary elections of May 2008, Serbia has made noticeable progress in a number of reform areas,” he continued, commending the current political stability as well as the adoption of a number of key laws relating to European integration, reform of the judiciary and fight against corruption. For details, click here.

Sir Mark Moody-Stuart replies to NGO letter to UN Global Compact
Sir Mark Moody-Stuart, Vice Chair of the Global Compact Board, has issued a response to recent NGO letters expressing concerns over business operations in Sudan
The response is addressed to Eric Cohen, Chairperson of Investors Against Genocide in Boston and Bart Slob, Senior Researcher, Amsterdam. I refer to your email to Georg Kell sent on 1 February, which he shared with me in my capacity as Vice Chair of the Global Compact Board. As Mr. Kell has already conveyed to you, he consulted with a number of Board Members, including myself and civil society representatives prior to sending his last reply to you. We are all very concerned about the tragic humanitarian situation in Sudan and in other conflict affected countries around the world. For this reason, consistent with its mandate as a learning and dialogue initiative, the United Nations Global Compact has, for the past several years, conducted extensive work on business and peace. For details, click here.

Read more... 



CIVIL SOCIETY ACTIVISM ON GLOBAL INSTITUTIONS

Civil society consultation on global economic crisis
Source: Choike.org
In the wake of the global financial and economic crisis, the President of the UN General Assembly, Miguel d’Escoto Brockmann, set up a commission of experts chaired by Nobel Prize Laureate Joseph Stiglitz, whose mandate includes putting forward “credible and feasible proposals for reforming the international monetary and financial system in the best interest of the international community”. The Commission of Experts of the President of the UN General Assembly on Reforms of the International Monetary and Financial System will present its final report in early April 2009. For details, click here.

China rejects human rights criticism at United Nations
By Frank Jordans, AP Associated Press
China rejected proposals to end labor camp sentences, abolish the death penalty and guarantee freedom of religion, as it concluded its first examination before the United Nations (UN) Human Rights Council. Beijing, which in the past fought successfully to avoid any criticism before the U.N.'s top human rights organ, struck down virtually every suggestion made by countries such as Britain, Mexico and Germany, in a new procedure designed to open every country to scrutiny. Still, rights groups said they were happy that several important issues had been raised publicly at the U.N. for the first time and included in a 32-page report. For details, click here. 

The world must not forget Africa during financial crisis
By Dominique Strauss-Khan, The National
As the world struggles with the most serious financial turmoil of the post-war era, attention has focused on the advanced and emerging-market economies that are most immediately affected. But the impact on poor countries is far more severe. Weak global growth is shrinking export markets, and many commodity prices are plunging. The combination of tighter credit conditions in the advanced economies and dimmer economic prospects in low-income countries is hitting investment flows. And workers’ remittances, which now eclipse aid as the biggest financial flows to low-income countries, are also falling. For details, click here.

Read more...


CLIMATE JUSTICE

Fires, floods pressure Australia govt on climate
By James Grubel, Reuters
Australia's deadliest wildfires increased pressure on the national government to take firm action on climate change as scientists said global warming likely contributed to conditions that fuelled the disaster. At least 130 people were killed in wildfires, set off by a record heatwave in southern Victoria state over the past week days, while large areas of Queensland state remain flooded by tropical downpours. Scientists said Australia needed to prepare for more extreme weather events due to global warming, while the Greens and environmentalists said the fires and floods proved the government needed to toughen its targets to curb Greenhouse emissions. "It's very clear, both globally and in Australia, there has been a warming trend since about 1950," leading Australian climate scientist Kevin Hennessy told Reuters. For details, click here.  

Climate Change hits fishing economies
Source: IRIN, humanitarian news and analysis
Eight countries -- four in Africa and four in Asia -- have been identified as those most economically vulnerable to the effects of climate change on fisheries in the first ever detailed study of the subject. The most badly hit countries are those where fish play a large role in diet, income and trade, and also lack the capacity to adapt to the impact of climate change such as the loss of coral reef habitats to the bleaching effect of warmer waters, and lakes parched by an increase in heat and a decrease in rainfall. For details, click here.

World cannot afford to ignore climate change, Ban says at New Delhi summit
Source: UN News Centre
The world must tackle the growing threat of climate change, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon told a sustainable development summit in New Delhi, stressing that the crisis threatens to roll back development gains and lead to further economic and social misery. “We cannot afford to ignore or underestimate this existential threat. Failure to combat climate change will increase poverty and hardship,” Mr. Ban said upon receiving the Sustainable Development Leadership Award at the summit taking place in the Indian capital. “It will destabilize economies, breed insecurity in many countries and undermine our goals for sustainable development,” he told the gathering. For details, click here. 
Read more...


PROFILES
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DONOR: The IZUMI Foundation
The IZUMI Foundation gives assistance to the world’s poorest people by supporting programs that improve health in developing countries. Created in 1998 by the lay Buddhist order Shinnyo-en, the foundation expresses Shinnyo-en’s values of compassion, concern for others, and altruism. The Foundation looks for promising, practical innovations that reduce the burden of infectious disease while also strengthening the ability of communities to keep children and families healthy. Its aim is to do as much as possible, with limited resources; to improve the health outcomes of people living in the most impoverished areas of Africa, Central America, and South America. For details, click here.
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MEMBER: Volunteers of America 
Volunteers of America is a nonprofit, faith-based organisation dedicated to helping those in need rebuild their lives and reach their full potential. Through thousands of human service programs, including housing and healthcare, Volunteers of America helps more than two million people in over 400 communities. Since 1896, the ministry of service has supported and empowered the most vulnerable groups, including at-risk youth, the frail elderly, men and women returning from prison, homeless individuals and families, people with disabilities, and those recovering from addictions. For details, click here. 
Read more on the previous member profiles...


BOOKS, REPORTS & RESOURCES
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From Poverty to Power: How Active Citizens & Effective States Can Change the World
Source: Institute of Development Studies (IDS)
The twenty-first century will be defined by the fight against the scourges of poverty, inequality, and the threat of environmental collapse -- as the fight against slavery or for universal suffrage defined earlier eras. From Poverty to Power argues that it requires a radical redistribution of power, opportunities, and assets to break the cycle of poverty and inequality and to give poor people power over their own destinies The forces driving this transformation are active citizens and effective states. Why active citizenship? Because people living in poverty must have a voice in deciding their own destiny, fighting for rights and justice in their own society, and holding states and the private sector to account. Why effective states? Because history shows that no country has prospered without a state structure than can actively manage the development process. For details, click here. 

Watchdog report: Global Information Society Watch
By Alan Finlay for the Association for Progressive Communications (APC) News
The Global Information Society Watch (GISWATCH) is a groundbreaking publication, which will impact on policy development processes worldwide and could make a difference in your country if more people hear about its findings. GISWatch is an annual watchdog report which this year asks: How do we ensure access to the internet is a human right enjoyed by everyone? The report highlights the importance of people's access to information and communications technology (ICT) infrastructure, and where and how countries are getting it right (or wrong), and what can be done about it. For details, click here.

Paper: Human Rights, Health and Development
Produced by UNSW Initiative for Health and Human Rights
Human rights, health and development represent interdependent sets of values, aspirations and disciplines. Drawing on these domains, the paper offers a theoretical and practical framework for the analysis, application and assessment of health, justice and progress. It provides a simple conceptual framework illustrating the interdependence of these domains and highlights their key features and underlying principles. This paper explores the links between human rights concerns, improving the health of individuals and communities, and the goals and processes of development that are central to improving people’s living standards and life chances. It builds its analysis around a simple conceptual framework which illustrates the interdependence of health, development and human rights. For details, click here.

Sustaining Rapid Growth in a Challenging Environment
Poverty Reduction and Economic Management Sector Unit
East Asia and Pacific Region
The report identifies the main potential sources of growth in Cambodia as well as important constraints, and outlines policy options to address these challenges. The report detailed that Cambodia has not only generated high economic growth, it has managed to sustain rapid growth for an extended period. It has more than doubled its income per capita over the past decade, bringing about a profound structural transformation: integration into the global economy; a shift of jobs from agriculture to manufacturing; a demographic transition; and migration from rural to urban areas. For details, click here. 
Read more... 


CONFERENCES & EVENTS

All African People’s Development and Empowerment Project Conference
21-22 February 2009, St. Petersburg, Florida
A Call to African Engineers, Scientists and Healthcare Workers 
The All African People’s Development and Empowerment Project (AAPDEP) will hold it’s second annual International Conference in St. Petersburg, Florida. The Conference will open with a presentation by African Socialist International (ASI) Chairman Omali Yeshitela, who is credited with keeping alive the vision of Kwame Nkrumah and Marcus Garvey for a united prosperous Africa and forging a practical 21st century program for its achievement. For details, click here.

Global Clean Technology Forum
4 - 7 Mar 2009, Los Angeles, United States 
This conference provides a platform for 200 selected young people across the globe to learn and advance their causes toward achieving environmental sustainability in the context of the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The event brings together influential government representatives, scientists, diplomats, experts and corporate executives into an arena with promising young people to showcase their successful sustainability practices and highlight innovations and new ground-breaking business models and financing methods that effectively address the development of renewable energy sources. For details, click here.
Read more...


FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
WACC Photo Competition 2009
Application Deadline: 1 May 2009 
The World Association for Christian Communication (WACC) has launched the photo competition in its sixth year, is being run on Flickr. Photos that challenge conventional understandings of ‘femininity’ and ‘masculinity’. Photos that portray women or men in ways that offers new perceptions about their roles and responsibilities. Photos that break the mould of the male-female ‘divide’. The competition is open to all women, men and children, of all ages and from all countries. Entries from amateurs and professionals are welcome. There is no limit to the number of photographs that a person may enter, but no entrant may win more than one prize in the contest. For details, click here. 

International Essay Competition 2009
The Next Generation of ‘Green’ Entrepreneurs
Application Deadline: 22 February 2009
The Essay Competition 2009 invites youth to share ideas on climate change affects and how youth can tackle climate change through youth-led solutions in East Asia & Pacific. The competition is open to all young people, students and non-students alike, between the ages of 18 and 25, from all countries of the world. This year for the first time the Essay Competition also invites the submission of short videos and photos! For details, click here.
Read more...


WORKSHOPS AND COURSES

Training course: Monitoring Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
11-15 May 2009, Geneva, Switzerland 
The course is hosted and organized by the Project on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights at the Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights, and the Centre on Conflict, Development and Peacebuilding at the Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies, in conjunction with Human Rights Information and Documentation Systems International (HURIDOCS). This course aims to suit the needs of staff of human rights organisations, including NGOs, who want to start monitoring economic, social and cultural rights or enhance the work they are currently doing on monitoring and advocating for ESC rights. The professional groups targeted are: advocacy/human rights/legal officers, managers, researchers, documentalists. All overseas and non-self-funded applicants should send their application should be received by 6 March. To download aapplication form, click here. 


CALL FOR PAPERS, SUBMISSIONS, SURVEYS & NOMINATIONS 

Call for papers: Conference on Classes and Civil Society
Application Deadline: 31 March 2009 
The relationship between social classes and the civil society has been one of the central themes in sociology and social sciences in general from the 19th century to the present. However, it seems that since the 1980s this theorization has been carried out partly with avoiding the use of class theoretical conceptualisations. The purpose of this seminar organised by CINEFOGO, an acronym for Network of Excellence “Civil Society and New Forms of Governance in Europe” is to get together researchers studying various aspect the class -- civil society relations for developing method(olog)ical solutions for empirical research. For details, click here. 

Read more...


APPOINTMENTS
This week, new civil society job openings have been added to the CIVICUS website. Please click here.
Should you wish to publish a New Vacancy, please click on Add job. Please add an expiry date for applications.
JOBS OF THE WEEK
Civil Society Capacity Building and Policy Analysis Specialist
Application Deadline: Apply by: 08 March 2009 
CARE Austria
Location: Bosnia and Herzegovina 
For details, click here. 

Senior Project Officer (South Asia)
Application Deadline: 28 February 2009
Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative
Location: Delhi, India
For details, click here. 



CONTACT e-CIVICUS 
e-CIVICUS is a free weekly online publication keeping tens of thousands of people, organisations and programmes informed of the many developments and factors that affect civil society and their impact on creating a more just world. 

We value your comments and suggestions. Please send these to the
Editorial Team at editor@civicus.org.

Unsubscribe: To unsubscribe from e-CIVICUS, get a password reminder, or change your subscription options by entering your subscription email address: Click here.
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