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ABOUT e-CIVICUS 
The CIVICUS weekly electronic publication is keeping tens of thousands of people informed of the developments taking place in civil society, the factors that are affecting them and the impact they are having on creating an informed and knowledgeable civil society. 

e-CIVICUS WELCOMES CONTRIBUTIONS 
e-CIVICUS offers a useful channel through which you and your organisation can share your news, publicise your events and articulate the issues you face. Please send us your contributions by Monday for publication in the coming week to editor@civicus.org. All contributions must focus on civil society issues or have a civil society angle. To read the contribution guidelines, click here.  

REPRODUCTION OF e-CIVICUS
The content of this newsletter can be translated into another language and reproduced in other publications, as long as due acknowledgment is made to CIVICUS. 

e-CIVICUS DISCLAIMER
Although CIVICUS makes all reasonable efforts to obtain prima-facie reliable content for  e-CIVICUS, CIVICUS cannot guarantee the accuracy of the reports, views or opinions of third-party content providers, nor does CIVICUS necessarily endorse the views reflected therein. 

CONTACT US
P.O. Box 933
Southdale, 2135 
South Africa 
Tel: +27 11 833 5959 Fax:+27 11 833 7997

1112 16th Street NW,
Suite 540 
Washington D.C. 
20036 USA
Tel: +202 331-8518
Fax: +202 331-8774

Websites: 
www.civicus.org
www.civicusassembly.org 

To watch videos and CIVICUS initiatives on Zimbabwe, click here. 

To subscribe or unsubscribe: email subscriptions@civicus.org

TELL A FRIEND
Would you like to share this newsletter with a friend? Please forward their e-mail address to subscriptions@civicus.org

Support CIVICUS 
To make an on-line donation click here.

Join CIVICUS 
Join or renew your CIVICUS Membership on-line now click here.  
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Civil Society Watch Monthly Bulletin
The CIVICUS e-newsletter Civil Society Watch Monthly Bulletin  is an action-oriented newsletter distributed to over 7,400 people, featuring insightful interviews, updates on threats to civil society, and analyses of current situations. Read more at www.civicus.org.

CIVICUS channel on YouTube: ‘Time 2 Act’ Go to YouTube, click here. 


CIVICUS launches its 1 for 1 membership campaign
Are you one of the missing 85? 
One CIVICUS member for every UN member state, that’s the goal of CIVICUS’ 1 for 1 Membership campaign, click here. 
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Dear friends and colleagues,

As the G20 meetings wrap up in London, we must ensure that the promises made in its final communiqué are kept. Encouraging rhetoric must translate into firm and concrete commitments, in order for the most poor and marginalised to benefit. 

You can read and comment on the final communiqué here: G20 Communique - group read & comment 

My friend and colleague, Kumi Naidoo has been blogging from the G20 Summit in London. Here is an extract of his blog on Huffington Post. You can read the rest of it at: The Huffington Post 
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G-20: Yes we can, yes we must, yes we will
By Kumi Naidoo, Co-Chair, Global call to Action Against Poverty (GCAP)
While the G20 constitutes a significant expansion from the unrepresentative G8 cartel, we must recognise that the majority of countries in the world, where the poor reside in large numbers are excluded. We must also acknowledge that the G20 runs the risk of undermining the United Nations and that the UN has a process regarding the global financial crisis. There is a clear differential of power within the G20. Barack Obama, the President of the United States, though the new kid on the G20 bloc must be reminded that many of us around the world supported his candidacy in a variety of different ways. We danced in the streets from Kenya to Indonesia when he was elected. Because when he said “Yes We Can” we did not understand this to mean only for the American people or only for the most powerful. However, we need to send a message to Obama and the G20 that when we have a perfect storm: a convergence of a financial crisis, a climate crisis, a passive genocide inspired by the poverty crisis, gender inequality crisis - we must go much further and say: YES WE CAN, YES WE MUST AND YES WE WILL. 

With gratitude, faith and solidarity,

Ingrid Srinath

Read more... 

World's poor not forgotten in G20 rescue plan
Source: ONE
Campaign group ONE welcomed commitments to the world's poorest countries in the G20's final deal, but warned that funds announced for them must not create a new debt crisis. "The G20 have come up with impressive numbers; it's what they do with them now that counts", said Oliver Buston, Europe Director for ONE. "Is the US$50bn announced for Low Income Countries grants or loans? To fight the crisis, Africa needs new effective aid on top of existing promises, not expensive loans. "Thanks to Gordon Brown's leadership, the world's poorest have not been forgotten, now their participation in international talks needs to grow", he said. For details, click here. 



Letters to the Editor
e-CIVICUS will now publish selected correspondence from its readers - and visitors to the CIVICUS website - in a new section called ‘Letters to the Editor’. Please keep such letters short (preferred length of 50 to 200 words) and mention ‘Letters to the Editor’ in your message or heading. These may be sent to editor@civicus.org 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor, 
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The value of learning and sharing is crucial to our work. Civicus offers the opportunity for different civil society organisations to share experiences of what they do and hence provides an opportunity for me to share our work and also learn about others. The learning and sharing aspect through the World Assembly is very important - as it helps us develop and also understand how similar our work is as yours. Being a part of CIVICUS has led to us working in partnership with other organisations in the same area. Being a regional organisation, we have used CIVICUS members sometimes as key local partners in the implementation of our work. Hence leading to synergies and collaborative work with like-minded organisations. Apart from providing a space for its members to network, CIVICUS takes time to get to know its members and the work that they do. It also strives to strengthen their members work by collaborating with them when the need arises. 

Regards,
Gillian Ayong, Regional Manager from PANOS Institute Southern Africa. 

Read more...


CIVICUS Poll Question 

This week’s question:

Will G20 leaders deliver on the promises in their final communiqué? 

a. No, it's all talk.
b. Yes, they have a real commitment to change.
c. There wasn't enough detail in the communiqué - who knows what they're going to do?
To answer the question, click here.

Previous question: Is it realistic to expect G20 leaders to reform a system from which they derive an unfair advantage? 

a. No. These leaders want to maintain the status quo, regardless of dissenting voices.
b. Yes, they have the power - and they can effect change.
Results: a. - 62.5%, b. - 37.5%


JOIN e-CIVICUS - BECOME A CONTRIBUTOR
e-CIVICUS keeps tens of thousands of people and organisations informed of the many developments taking place in civil society around the world. This e-publication seeks to encourage and amplify the voices of those struggling for a more just world. As a subscriber, you know the value e-CIVICUS can bring to your work.

Why don’t you suggest to your friends to register for a free subscription? They can send an email to subscriptions@civicus.org or fill out the subscription form here. Alternatively, please forward their email addresses to us and we’ll contact them on your behalf. Please send your contributions by Monday every week to editor@civicus.org. All contributions must be focused on civil society issues or have a civil society angle.


CIVIL SOCIETY NEWS 

U-20: will the global economy resurface?
By Walden Bello, Foreign Policy In Focus (FPIF)
Like an injured German U-Boat, the global economy continues to sink. Can the G-20 meeting bring it back to the surface before we all perish? The Group of 20 (G20) is making a big show of getting together to come to grips with the global economic crisis. But here's the problem with the upcoming summit in London on April 2: It's all show. What the show masks is a very deep worry and fear among the global elite that it really doesn't know the direction in which the world economy is heading and the measures needed to stabilise it. For details, click here. 

The G20 crisis meeting must reflect the concerns of grassroots
Source: A submission by the African Monitor to the G20 Crisis Meeting
At the time that the G20 meets to find solutions to the global financial crisis, we wish to highlight that the current global financial crisis threatens to hit the poorest countries and people incredibly hard. The fear that a real financial melt-down will wipe out all the modest economic and social achievements made over the past decade and leave in its trail a human cost of gigantic proportions is becoming a reality each passing day. For details, click here. 

ITUC London declaration
Source: International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC)
The ITUC is urging the G20 to take strong and concerted action to turn the global economy around and avoid future crises, pushing a package of detailed measures spelt out in their "London Declaration", drawn up by the ITUC and the OECD Trade Union Advisory Committee (TUAC). The package calls for action in five main areas: a coordinated international recovery and sustainable growth plan to create jobs, ensure public investment and tackle world povery; help for insolvent banks and new financial regulations; action to combat the risk of wage deflation and reverse decades of increasing inequality; far-reaching action on climate change; and a new system of global economic governance, involving reform of the global financial and economic institutions (IMF, World Bank, OECD, WTO), and a central role for the International Labour Organisation. For details, click here.

Gordon Brown urged to fund World Social Bank with tax haven losses
By Sarah Townsend, Third Sector
Sector leaders have told the Prime Minister there should be a World Social Bank funded by abolishing offshore tax havens. Their letter, sent in advance of this week's G20 summit, appeals to Gordon Brown and other world leaders to "reform international finance in a way that provides a real boost to the growth of the third sector". Stephen Bubb, chief executive of Acevo, John Low, chief executive of the Charities Aid Foundation, Jonathan Lewis, chief executive of Futurebuilders, and Filippo Addarii, director of European chief executives body Euclid Network, say in the letter that approximately £255bn is lost each year to tax havens. Brown has already pledged to move against them. The proposed World Social Bank could stimulate social investment, the group says, by developing the infrastructure for an international social investment market, working with private investors to grow this market and encouraging collaboration between different countries. The letter urges G20 leaders to place civil society high on the summit agenda. For details, click here. 

Recommendations by the commission of experts of the president of the General Assembly on reforms of the international monetary and financial system
Source: Stiglitz Commission
To review the workings of the global financial systems and to explore ways and means to secure a more sustainable and just global economic order, the President of the General Assembly convened a Commission of Experts, chaired by Professor Joseph Stiglitz, 2001 Nobel laureate Prize winner in Economics, and comprised of economists, policy makers, and practitioners drawn from Japan, Western Europe, Africa, Latin America, South and East Asia. To read their recommendations, click here. 

New capitalism?
By Federico Mayor, Francisco Altemir, José Saramago, Roberto Savio, Mario Soares, José Vidal Beneyto
Financial crisis is once again destroying our economies and shaking our lives. In the last decade its convulsions have been ever more frequent and dramatic. East Asia, Argentina, Turkey, Brazil, Russia, the smoking ruins of the New Economy, bear witness that these are not mere fortuitous accidents occurring on the surface of economic life, but are written into the very heart of the system. These ruptures, which have produced a disastrous contraction of current economic life, with increased unemployment and widespread inequalities, mark the breakdown of financial capitalism and mean the definitive annihilation of the world economic order in which we live. Therefore, we have to radically transform it. For details, click here. 

Global financial and economic crisis
Source: Third World Network
Third World Network has compiled an issue dedicated to the global financial and economic crisis. It includes notably the causes and the effects of the crisis, features specific countries affected and makes proposals to reform the financial system. For details, click here. 

Impact of the crisis on developing countries
A CONCORD Briefing Paper
This is a critical moment for global social and economic development. There must be decisive action, particularly from the European Union, not just to arrest the descent but to address the basic problems of distorted development that underpin these crises in the first place. The decisions European leaders will take in the coming months will affect people around the world therefore, especially in this time of crisis, European leaders need to be accountable to their own citizens, but also respect the human rights of all people when deciding on the wide range of policies that are necessary to address the current crisis. For details, click here. 



GET INVOLVED!

The CIVICUS Civil Society Index Blog is now online! 
Keep abreast of recent activities within the CSI team and program. Visit http://civilsocietyindex.wordpress.com and share the link with your colleagues, networks and stakeholders. This new blog will provide CSI partners as well as interested parties all over the world a more informal and interactive way of giving and getting updates during this implementation phase, and will serve as a hub of information for you to disseminate, access and interact with throughout the project. For details, click here. 

Read more...


GLOBAL INSTITUTIONS UPDATE

Seizing opportunity from crisis: Making multilateralism work
By Robert B. Zoellick, President, World Bank
Almost eighty years ago, one of the 20th Century’s great economists and a leading Englishman of his day, John Maynard Keynes, appeared before a British government committee. The world was sliding into the Great Depression. In his testimony, delivered a few miles from here, Keynes appealed to his audience to rise above bureaucratic small-mindedness, to see the bigger picture. For details, click here.

Read more... 



CLIMATE JUSTICE

Make sure rescue package is green, G20 told
Source: The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
A new global coalition of environmental, development, business and labour groups calls on the G-20 to make sure the financial stimulus package they are discussing this week is an inclusive and green one. With the world facing a global recession, a broken financial system, job losses, food and fuel shocks, persistent poverty and growing ecological problems, the G-20 will meet to discuss an emergency package. The coalition, which includes IUCN, WWF, IIED and the leader author of the Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity, Pavan Sukhdev, along with trade union and business groups, urges the G-20 to invest in a green economy. For details, click here. 

Wake up: Nature has solution for world water crisis, says IUCN
Source: The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
Ministers at the World Water Forum need to pay more attention to the environment if they want to solve the world’s water crisis, according to IUCN. “Governments have to realize that nature has a vital role to play in giving people clean drinking water, food and livelihoods,” said Julia Marton-Lefèvre, Director General of IUCN. “We don’t want an engineered agenda. If we invest in the natural environment we will see countless benefits – and leave a better world for future generations.” More than 900 million people around the world lack access to a safe and adequate water supply and two-thirds of the world's population will face water shortages by 2025. For details, click here.  

Read more... 



PROFILES
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DONOR: Catholic Agency for Overseas Development (CAFOD)
Catholic Agency for Overseas Development (CAFOD) is the overseas development and relief agency of the Catholic Church in England and Wales. CAFOD was started in 1960 by volunteer members of the National Board of Catholic Women. The volunteers organized a fast in response to a request by the people of Dominican republic for support of Mother and baby health care programme. For details, click here.
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MEMBER: People In Aid 
People In Aid is a global network of development and humanitarian assistance agencies. We help organisations whose goal is the relief of poverty and suffering to enhance the impact they make through better management and support of staff and volunteers. The impact and effectiveness of relief and development operations depend on the quality of staff and volunteers and the support an agency gives them. Our very practical output can help agencies enhance that quality. For details, click here.   

Read more profiles...


BOOKS, REPORTS & RESOURCES 
Policy recommendations for the G20
Source: Eldis
IDS have published a series of short briefs to coincide with the G20 summit in London this week. The collection reports on rapid research projects undertaken to give policy recommendations on the financial crisis and developing countries. The topics include poverty impacts, social protection responses, macroeconomic policy options, China, trade and institutional reform. For details, click here. 


CONFERENCES & EVENTS

Mozambique: Development failure or donor success?
Chatham House, London, 07 April 2009, 4.30pm
With an annual growth of 7%, substantial foreign investment, and rapid expansion of education, Mozambique is often billed by donors as a development success. But in a new book, Do Bicycles Equal Development in Mozambique?, Joseph Hanlon and Teresa Smart argue that poverty is increasing and that a development model based on neo-liberalism and the Millennium Development Goals has failed. For details, click here. 

Seminar on litigating women's human rights in Africa
Kenya, 29 April to 02 May 2009
INTERIGHTS is pleased to announce a call for applications to lawyers who would like to participate in a forthcoming litigation seminar on women’s human rights. Applicants are required to submit cases involving women’s human rights violations. INTERIGHTS defends and promotes human rights and freedoms worldwide through the use of international and comparative law. For details, click here.  

Volunteer Management 2009
Meenakshi Mission Hospital and Research Centre, Tamilnadu, India from 17 April to 18 April 2009
iVolunteer Institute of Volunteer Management (IIVM) is organising “Volunteer Management 2009”, a two day conference, for the very first time in Madurai. The conference is exclusively focused on “Volunteer Management” for Non-profit organisations and Educational Institutions. For details, click here.  

Read more...


WORKSHOPS AND COURSES

The role of human rights education in intercultural dialogue - an Asia-Europe perspective
Asia-Europe Foundation, Budapest, Hungry from 17 May to 24 May 2009
The Training for Youth Leaders is co-organised by the Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) and the Directorate of Youth and Sport of the Council of Europe (DYS). The training course aims to develop the competences of thirty (30) youth trainers, leaders and workers nationals of Council of Europe member states and ASEM partner countries in developing Asia-Europe youth projects with a Human Rights Education component. Participants are expected to plan their follow-up to their learning process, possibly through joint or inter-regional projects. For details, click here. 

Sub-regional methodological workshops for social research in Africa
University of Botswana, Gaborone, 27 – 31 July, 2009
The 2009 session of the CODESRIA sub-regional methodological workshops will explore the conditions for the employment and validation of qualitative perspectives in African contexts. To this end, the workshops will be open to all the social research disciplines. These disciplines are uniformly confronted with broadly similar difficulties of understanding social reality and the challenges posed by techniques of data collection and analysis, which, on account of their “qualitative” nature, are suspected by some to be seriously lacking in scientific rigour. For details, click here. 


CALL FOR PAPERS, SUBMISSIONS, SURVEYS & NOMINATIONS 

Funding: Moremi Initiative for women’s leadership in Africa
Application Deadline: 30 April 2009 
Moremi Initiative for Women’s Leadership in Africa is pleased to announce its call for applications for the 2009/2010 Moremi Leadership Empowerment and Development (MILEAD) Fellows Program. The MILEAD Fellows Program is a one-year leadership development program designed to identify, develop and promote emerging young African Women leaders to attain and succeed in leadership in their community. The one-year program targets dynamic young women interested in developing transformational leadership skills that help them tackle issues affecting women in their communities. Applications are welcome from young women living in Africa and the diaspora. For details, click here.  

Read more...



APPOINTMENTS
This week, new civil society job openings have been added to the CIVICUS website. Please click here.
Should you wish to publish a New Vacancy, please click on Add job. Please add an expiry date for applications.
JOBS OF THE WEEK
Vice-President International Services 
Application Deadline: 17 April 2009
The Canadian Executive Service Organisation (CESO) 
Location: Toronto, Canada
For details, click here. 
The world’s largest anti poverty alliance, the Global Call to Action against Poverty (GCAP), is seeking to recruit three full-time positions at its Global Secretariat.

GCAP Campaign Director 
For details, click here. 

GCAP Global Secretariat Assistant 
For details, click here. 

 These unique and challenging roles require dynamism and the flexibility to work within a diverse global   anti-poverty alliance. The successful candidates can be located anywhere that enables them to work in multiple time zones using Skype, e mail and telephone to stay in touch. 

See www.whiteband.org/about-gcap/jobs for full job descriptions. Interested candidates should send their CV and a covering note describing their suitability for the position to: rajiv@whiteband.org


CONTACT e-CIVICUS 
e-CIVICUS is a free weekly online publication keeping tens of thousands of people, organisations and programmes informed of the many developments and factors that affect civil society and their impact on creating a more just world. 

We value your comments and suggestions. Please send these to the
Editorial Team at editor@civicus.org.

 Unsubscribe: To unsubscribe from e-CIVICUS, get a password reminder, or change your subscription options by entering your subscription email address: Click her

 HYPERLINK "http://elists.civicus.org/cgi-bin/mailman/options/e-civicus" e.
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