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	FRONT PAGE

	 

BANGLADESH: Government 'silently suffocating' NGOs
An interview with Aroma Dutta, PRIP Trust
 

Non-governmental organisations in Bangladesh have come under increasing pressure from the state since late 2001. The government has launched numerous investigations against NGOs for mismanagement of funds and frozen their grants from international donors. Even when government investigations and independent audits by donors have cleared the NGOs of any accusations, the state authorities have often refused to unblock the funding. 
 

PRIP Trust, an NGO working to build the human and organisational capacity of development actors in civil society, government and business, has been waiting for the government to unblock their funding since 2001. Although the government announced they would release their European Union grant in 2005, PRIP Trust has yet to see any funds.
 

Aroma Dutta, Director of PRIP Trust says her organisation of 38 staff has been sustaining itself for four years on the meagre basis of consultancies. “It has become absolutely unbearable and it is becoming impossible for us to maintain our minimum livelihood,” says Dutta. “The objective of the government is to kill PRIP Trust by silently strangling and suffocating us to death.”
 

To read the full interview, visit: http://www.civicus.org/csw/GovernmentsilentlysuffocatingNGOs.htm
 

	ALERTS!

	 

NEPAL: Freedom of expression and assembly restricted
International Federation of Journalists
7 February - The International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) has expressed serious concern at growing restrictions on freedom of movement and expression in Kathmandu. Up to 50 journalists, university teachers and human rights activists were arrested for attempting to enter the areas and participate in a rally on 3 February. Many arrests were made before the rally programme had even begun, said IFJ. 
This incident is reportedly part of a series of heavy-handed police responses to peaceful attempts to exercise freedom of speech, movement and assembly. It comes as part of a nationwide crackdown on journalists and activists in response to the growing tension surrounding the one-year anniversary and the controversial municipal elections held 8 February.
To read the full alert, visit: http://www.ifex.org/en/content/view/full/72042/
 

UZBEKISTAN: End harassment of NGOs
International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights
 

19 January - The International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF) wrote to Mr. Buritosh Mustafaev, Minister of Justice of Uzbekistan, expressing its concern about the suspension of Freedom House Uzbekistan, as well as recent amendments to the criminal code.  
 

On 1 January, Amendments to the Criminal Code and Code on Administrative Liability of Uzbekistan entered into force, establishing greater restrictions on the activities of NGOs, said IHF. The amendments introduce fines and brief detention for employees of foreign and international NGOs who carry out political and funding activities deemed beyond the mission of the organisation, who organise unauthorised events, or for anyone who participates in the activities of unregistered NGOs.  
 

Freedom House Uzbekistan was suspended on 11 January for a six-month period, on charges of violating NGO legislation by providing human rights defenders with free access to the Internet, said IHF.
 

To read the full letter of appeal, visit: 
http://www.ihf-hr.org/documents/doc_summary.php?sec_id=3&d_id=4174
 

	GOOD NEWS

	 

MEXICO: Government to name special prosecutor 
8 February - The Committee to Protect Journalists applauds a Mexican official's announcement that the government will name a special prosecutor to investigate crimes against journalists. The move comes two days after gunmen stormed a newspaper office in the U.S.-Mexico border town of Nuevo Laredo, seriously wounding one reporter.
 

The move was long anticipated. President Vicente Fox pledged in a meeting with CPJ in September that he would seek to create the position in response to a wave of murderous violence against the media in the northern states.
 

To read more, visit: 
http://www.cpj.org/news/2006/americas/mexico08feb06na.html
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BAHRAIN: Women's NGO denied licence
30 January - A women's rights organisation has been denied an NGO licence after the Social Development Ministry declared its by-laws illegal, reports the Gulf News. The Women's Union reportedly believes the Ministry rejected their application because the organisation wants to be involved in certain political activities, such as campaigning for laws beneficial to women and encouraging female political participation. 
 

View Source:
http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/
 

BELARUS: UN Rapporteur says little hope for free and fair elections
11 January - The special rapporteur of the United Nations Human Rights Commission for Belarus said the human rights situation in the country continues to worsen, reports Charter 97. The rapporteur, Adrian Severin urged countries not to isolate Belarus, but to use sanctions and leverage to send a clear message that the situation will not be tolerated. Severin, whose report to the UN is due in March, says there is little hope that the 19 March presidential elections will be free and fair. 
 

View Source:
http://www.charter97.org/eng/news/2006/01/11/human
 

BRAZIL: Report documents assassinations 
January - In the state of Pará, located in the north of Brazil, within the Brazilian Amazon region, more than 700 peasants and human rights defenders have been killed in the last 30 years, says a report by Justiça Global, Terra de Direitos and the Pastoral Land Commission (Comissão Pastoral da Terra).  Only three perpetrators of these killings have reportedly been tried. The report illustrates the criminal acts of large estate owners, illegal land grabbers, loggers, and oftentimes, the government authorities themselves.
 

View Source:
http://www.global.org.br/english/parareport.html
 

CAMBODIA: Draft penal code provisions threaten free expression
24 January - Draft penal code provisions that criminalise defamation could threaten freedom of expression, warns Article 19. There has been an increase in the use of criminal defamation provisions against the media and human rights activists in Cambodia recently. In the absence of an independent judiciary, defamation laws have been repeatedly abused by the authorities to repress independent voices and government critics, reports Article 19. This has reportedly increased self-censorship and prevented open debate. Defamation charges against four civil society activists arrested in the past couple months were dropped 24 January, reports UN News.
 

View Source:
http://www.article19.org
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=17273&Cr=cambodia&Cr1=
 

ETHIOPIA: Government denies student arrests
2 February - Ethiopian authorities have denied Amnesty International (AI) reports that thousands of students have been arrested during the past three months in continued unrest over disputed election results, reports IRIN News. In the 30 January statement, AI claimed thousands of students of the Oromo ethnic group had been arrested following anti-government protests beginning on 9 November 2005.  
 

View Source:
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=51503
http://www.amnesty.org.uk/news/press/16780.shtml
 

GUATEMALA: Trial of indigenous leaders begins
9 February - Nine indigenous leaders will appear in court today on charges of Crimes against the Security of the Nation, reports The Human Rights Defenders Unit of the National Movement for Human Rights. The charges are based on their participation in a demonstration in September 2005 demanding the government compensation for communities harmed by the building of the Chixoy Dam in 1978. An estimated 600 people were killed and 17 villages were forcibly displaced by the Guatemalan government during the building of the dam. If the trial proceeds, another 28 other indigenous leaders who are awaiting formal charges because their activities as human rights defenders during the last two years could also face jail terms, fears the organisation.

 

INDIA: Protesters shot by police
11 January - On 2 January, police fired into a group of demonstrators, killing at least nine, in the Orissa province. They were protesting against improper compensation for their land for a project to be undertaken by the industrial giant Tata Iron & Steel Company, reports the Asian Human Rights Commission. 

 

View Source:
http://www.ahrchk.net
 

IRAN: Hundreds of unionists arrested
30 January - Several hundred trade unionists were arrested, following their protests to demand the release of their leader, recognition of the union, and the negotiation of a collective bargaining agreement at the Tehran Bus Company, reports the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU). Security forces reportedly used tear gas, batons and even threatened to shoot the protesters in order to crush the strike. Estimates put the number of strikers arrested from 400 to 1300, reports ICFTU. 
 

View Source:
http://www.icftu.org/displaydocument.asp?Index=991223374&Language=EN
 

IRAQ: Activists call for protection of academics
15 January - A network of journalists and human rights activists have called for greater protection of local academics and higher level educational institutions, reports IRIN News. The appeal, launched this month by the Brussels Tribunal, a worldwide network devoted to campaigning against the US-led invasion and occupation of Iraq. According to conservative estimates, over 250 educators have been assassinated while hundreds more have disappeared, the network's website states. Thousands of other academics have reportedly fled the country, in the belief that they are being targeted because they are well educated, reports IRIN News. 
 

View Source:
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=51116&SelectRegion=Middle_East&SelectCountry=IRAQ
http://www.brusselstribunal.org/Academics.htm
 

KYRGYZSTAN: Government to monitor foreign-funded NGOs
24 January - Kyrgyzstan's justice minister, Marat Kaiypov, has ordered checks of the country's non-governmental organisations financed from overseas, reports RIA NOVOSTI. The measures are allegedly in reaction to media reports that many NGOs in the country are serving US interests and Western donors. The head of the organisation For Democracy and Civil Society, Edil Baisalov, reportedly said the authorities had been increasing pressure on NGOs recently, with checks becoming more frequent.
 

View Source:
http://en.rian.ru/world/20060124/43156325.html
 

PHILIPPINES: Ombudsman begins investigation into activist killings
1 February - The office of the Ombudsman for the Military and Other Law Enforcement Offices has begun its investigations into the unabated killing of activists and killing and threats against witnesses, in particular, the killing of activists Jose Manegdeg III and Albert Terredano and Cathy Alcantara, reports the Asian Human Rights Commission (AHRC). However, the AHRC expresses concern that previous investigations of activists’ killing have not reached conclusive findings and the recommendations were not seriously taken. 
 

View Source:
http://www.ahrchk.net
 

ROMANIA: Draft law could restrict religious registration
31 January - Romania's controversial religion bill – which passed through the upper house of parliament, the Senate, unchanged without a vote in December 2005 – resumed its parliamentary progress 1 February, reports Forum 18.  Religious minorities reportedly told Forum 18 they are concerned about draft law's three-tier system of state recognition and the privileges it gives the highest status religious communities, the difficulty for religious communities with the lesser status of "religious association" from being recognised as a denomination, as well as the undefined powers which the draft law gives the state over religious communities. Communities with fewer than 300 adult citizen members are denied legal status and will have no right to purchase property, build places of worship or have paid staff or ministers, reports Forum 18.
 
View Source:
http://www.forum18.org/Archive.php?article_id=721
 

RUSSIA: Spy charges used to justify controversial NGO law
25 January - The attempt to implicate the Moscow Helsinki Group (MHG) in alleged British espionage in Russia appears to be part of a general assault on civil society and human rights organizations, according to the International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF). On 23 January, Russia's Federal Security Service accused British diplomats of spying and illegally channelling funds to Russian NGOs, reports Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty. The ensuing media campaign against the MHG and other 11 human rights groups is meant to justify the new law on NGOs, which will drastically diminish the capacity of civil society to monitor and promote human rights, states IHF. 
 

View Source:
http://www.rferl.org/featuresarticle/2006/01/14fb105e-6cb6-479e-8c07-6a82ea37775f.html
http://www.ihf-hr.org/documents/doc_summary.php?sec_id=3&d_id=4178
 

SUDAN: Activists harassed at meeting
24 January - Amnesty International (AI) has expressed serious concern about the safety of human rights defenders in Sudan following the harassment of 40 delegates at the NGO Forum in Khartoum on 22 January. Security personal interrupted the meeting, calling it 'unauthorised.' They demanded the names of all participants, took photographs and recorded video footage of the meeting. Some participants were pushed and threatened, reports AI.  The meeting was taking place in parallel to the AU meeting with the purpose of discussing issues regarding peace and justice in the region.
 

View Source:
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWB.NSF/db900SID/LSGZ-6LBKS2?OpenDocument
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=51294&SelectRegion=East_Africa&SelectCountry=SUDAN
 

THAILAND: Protests forbidden at regular rally site
7 February - Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra is moving to disrupt any repeat of the 4 February 2006 huge political rally against him, saying the Royal Plaza grounds used for that mass assembly is now off limits for follow-up demonstrations, reports South Asian Press Alliance (SEAPA). Police have reportedly said they will enforce the ban and arrest anybody who defies the order. An estimated 50,000 people turned up at the Royal Plaza on 4 February to rally against Thaksin, accusing him of corruption and conflict of interest. SEAPA reports that civil society leaders are speaking out against the rally ban and warning that the order will breed more tension while also encouraging more people to join subsequent demonstrations.
 

View Source:
http://www.ifex.org/en/content/view/full/72048/?PHPSESSID=d3b26f0508d429b6ca5fc2318c8935cf
 

USA: Government backs UN vote to silence LGBT activists
27 January - Human rights organizations and the co-chairman of the Congressional Human Rights Caucus protested Thursday against a decision by the Bush administration to back a vote denying two gay rights groups a voice at the United Nations, reports the New York Times. The vote, introduced by Iran and backed by eight other countries, denies consultative status to organisations advocating for the rights of gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people, reports Human Rights Watch. The organisations, International Lesbian and Gay Association, which is based in Brussels, and the Danish gay rights group Landsforeningen for Bøsser og Lesbiske, had applied for consultative status with the UN Economic and Social Council in May 2005. Nearly 3,000 groups reportedly enjoy consultative status at the UN.  
 
View Source:
http://hrw.org/english/docs/2006/01/25/iran12535.htm
 

ZIMBABWE: New legal amendments further curtail free speech
6 February - The General Laws Amendment Act (GLAA), which tightens the "presidential insult" and "communication of falsehoods" laws under the Public Order and Security Act (POSA), was signed into law 3 February, reports the Media Institute of Southern Africa. The GLAA amends 22 sections of POSA, reportedly raising fines significantly and increasing restrictions.
 

View Source:
http://www.misa.org/cgi-bin/viewnews.cgi?category=2&id=1139230810
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HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH: World Report 2006 released
In their 2005 report, World Report 2006, Human Rights Watch accuses the US government of using torture and mistreatment as a deliberate part of its counterterrorism strategy. It also says US and Canada have compounded the lack of human rights leadership by undermining international protections. Many countries, says the report, have used the “war on terrorism” to attack their political opponents, branding them as “Islamic terrorists," particularly Uzbekistan, Russia and China among them. 
The report is available at http://hrw.org/english/docs/2006/01/13/global12428.htm
  

WAN: Annual Press Freedom Review published
The World Association of Newspapers has released its annual review of the state of press freedom in the world, naming Iraq and the Philippines as the most dangerous countries for journalists. According to WAN, 58 journalists and media workers were killed in the line of duty in 2005, with Iraq claiming 22 lives. In 2004, WAN reported 71 journalists and media workers were killed, including 23 in Iraq.
The report is available at http://wan-press.org/article9048.html
  

IHF: Central Asian human rights organisations restricted, says report
Central Asian republics are increasingly restricting human rights activity through the adoption of new legislation, a trend that raises concerns about the possibility for NGOs to survive in an already hostile and obstructive environment, states a new report by the International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights. The brief report details restrictions on NGOs and and urges national and regional authorities to take immediate action. 
The report is available at http://www.ihf-hr.org/documents/doc_summary.php?sec_id=3&d_id=4193
 

CIVICUS: What do you think?  Have your say on the CIVICUS Blog!
Civil society must regularly confront controversial issues which affect both what we do and how we do it.  Here is an opportunity to share your thoughts on these topics, to speak out and to make a difference! Help CIVICUS develop its vision of a global community of active, engaged citizens committed to the creation of a more just and equitable world.
Have your say by visiting http://civicus.civiblog.org
 

	CONTACT US

	If you would like to send an appeal or share information with us regarding issues affecting civil society in your region, please contact the Civil Society Watch (CSW) team at cswatch@civicus.org or visit http://www.civilsocietywatch.org/

To subscribe or unsubscribe please e-mail cswcommunity@civicus.org
For more information, please see http://www.civicus.org or contact:
CIVICUS House, 24 Gwigwi Mrwebi Street (formerly Pim),
Newtown, Johannesburg, 2001
PO Box 933, Southdale, Johannesburg, 2135, South Africa
tel +27 11 833 5959 / fax +27 11 833 7997
email: info@civicus.org  
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