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As an Organising Partner of the NGO Major Group for Rio+20, CIVICUS: World Alliance for 
Citizen Participation is committed to the strengthening of civil society participation, 
envisioning a world of active citizens that are able to act on the challenges facing them.  
 
Through research, knowledge dissemination, convening and advocacy, CIVICUS aims to 
promote civic existence, expression and engagement, and enhance the participation of civil 
society in global decision-making processes.  
 
The following are CIVICUS’ key messages for Rio+20. 
 
 
Enhance accountability towards past political commitments  
                                               
The Zero Draft outcome document for Rio+20 must advance a rights-based approach to 
sustainable development that reaffirms past political commitments, and in particular, the 
need to protect civil society space, ensure maximum public participation and advance 
democratic freedoms, by establishing legally binding commitments which support the three 
dimensions of sustainable development: social justice, environmental sustainability and 
economic development. 
 
CIVICUS believes that states should remain accountable for past political commitments to 
advance development effectiveness. Special attention should be focused on states’ 
responsibility to adhere to the Paris Declaration, Accra Agenda for Action, the Busan 
Partnership for Development, the Monterrey Consensus and Doha Declaration. CIVICUS 
reaffirms commitment to negotiated texts such as the Rio Declaration on Environment and 
Development, Agenda 21, the Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21, the 
Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development, the Plan of Implementation of the 
World Summit on Sustainable Development, the Barbados Programme of Action, and the 
Mauritius Strategy for Implementation.  
 
The current global human ecological footprint exceeds the capacity of the earth system to 
absorb it, which is imperiling biodiversity. To achieve and maintain sustainable development, 
CIVICUS urges UN member states to commit to improve continuously the implementation 
and enforcement of environmental policies and legislation, with no regression on 
environmental protection. Commitments to the principle of non-regression at all levels should 
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 CIVICUS will update this document in further support of civil society issues and positions as these 
are defined in the run up to Rio+20. 



be a major objective of Rio+20.  
 
Enhance inclusion of vulnerable and marginalised groups into sustainable 
development plans 
  
CIVICUS urges that all sustainable development initiatives must protect and prioritise the 
needs of vulnerable and marginalised groups such as women, young people, minorities, 
indigenous communities and the impoverished. The number of civil society stakeholders 
involved in the sustainable development agenda must therefore increase to enable this 
greater participation. 

 
A main outcome for Rio+20 should be to promote and ensure the equality of individuals, 
societies and countries in all policy-making related to development at all levels, by 
developing a strategy for eradicating poverty and securing decent work for all, including 
through the promotion of decent and green jobs and implementing social protection floors for 
all. UN member states must effectively work to ameliorate growing inequality both within and 
between countries.  
 
Create an enabling environment for civil society to participate  
 
CIVICUS calls for the adoption of a rights-based approach at Rio+20, that integrates human 
rights norms and standards in the design and implementation of sustainable development 
activities, with particular attention to ensuring civil society participation in policy-making at all 
levels of decision-making. CIVICUS urges the removal of restrictions in law, policy and 
practice that impede civil society participation. The 2011 High Level Forum on Aid 
Effectiveness in Busan, South Korea recently reaffirmed the need to create an enabling 
environment for civil society in accordance with international human rights standards. At a 
minimum, governments must guarantee the following rights: freedom of association, freedom 
of expression, the right to operate free from unwarranted state interference, the right to 
communicate and cooperate, the right to seek and secure funding, and the state’s duty to 
protect. Applied broadly to all stakeholders, Rio+20 must reaffirm the rights of access to 
information, public participation and justice by launching negotiations for regional 
instruments and a global convention on Principle 10 of the 1992 Rio Declaration, thereby 
ensuring civil society participation at all levels of decision-making as well as implementation, 
monitoring, compliance and dispute settlement processes.   
 
Acknowledge climate change as a human rights issue 
 
CIVICUS believes that climate change is a human rights issue, as human security, health 
and sustainable livelihoods are threatened by changes to the earth's climate. Thus, the 
Rio+20 outcome document must specifically strengthen the linkages between the right to a 
healthy environment and the rights to access food, clean water and energy, while protecting 
the rights of the most vulnerable, including indigenous peoples, women, young people and 
children from the depredations of climate change.  
 
Enhance focus on the creation of just and equitable societies and a new paradigm for 
development  
 
CIVICUS believes that ongoing economic policies that prioritise austerity and the protection 
of financial elites over the needs of vulnerable sections of society and overstressed 
environmental systems are exacerbating the current and connected economic, social, 
environmental and political crises.  
 
Although CIVICUS acknowledges the role of the private sector in generating both innovation 
and investment which can contribute towards greening the economy and advancing human 



development, there is an urgent need to focus on corporate social responsibility and 
adherence to the UN Framework on Business and Human Rights. In this respect, CIVICUS 
supports the adoption of a Convention on Corporate Social Responsibility as a significant 
outcome of Rio+20.  
 
CIVICUS also believes there is an urgent need to focus on developing other indicators of 
wellbeing, beyond Gross Domestic Product, which can more effectively measure sustainable 
development within a human rights framework. 
 
CIVICUS supports the establishment of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as an 
outcome of the Conference that would balance and integrate the three dimensions of 
economic development, social justice and environmental protection, and be universally 
applicable to all countries whereby progress would be monitored through a peer review 
mechanism similar to the Universal Periodic Review established by the UN Human Rights 
Council. CIVICUS also supports the establishment of an independent Ombudsperson/High 
Commissioner for Future Generations that would protect the interests of present and future 
generations. 
 
While emphasising the importance of achieving the Millennium Development Goals by 2015, 
CIVICUS supports the convergence of the SDGs and Post 2015 Development Agenda 
frameworks, to arrive at an integrated set of international goals focused on sustainable 
development and poverty eradication. 
 
 
 


