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Caribbean Policy Development Centre (CPDC) 

Rio +20 Themes and Issues: 

A Caribbean Civil Society Position Paper  
 

CONTEXT  

 

CPDC is an independent, legally registered umbrella organization representing networks of 

organizations of peasants, small farmers, women, youth, indigenous peoples, rural populations, 

and faith-based organizations, located across CARICOM. CPDC also has strong networking 

partnerships with human rights organisations organizations and those that represent persons with 

disabilities, artisans, micro entrepreneurs, and workers.  

 

Our main work modalities are research and publications, training, advocacy, public education, 

and institutional strengthening. CPDC mobilizes its membership on development policy issues 

such as economic liberalisation, free trade, regional integration, democratic governance, 

corporate social responsibility, and gender justice. CPDC is recognized as the voice of Caribbean 

NGOs in regional and international forums. 

 

This Caribbean Civil Society Position Paper on Rio +20 Themes and Issues was developed to 

insert a regional civil society perspective on the key issues which should be considered at the 

upcoming Conference and related events in June 2012.  The position paper was derived from a 

consultative process, which began in October of 2011 when CPDC formed a Civil Society 

Caucus comprising four of the major NGO networks that work on sustainable development 

issues. The Caucus comprised: 

 

1. Caribbean Network for Integrated Rural Development (Regional network) 

2. Caribbean Youth Environment Network  ( Regional network)  

3. Association of Development Agencies (National Network in Jamaica )  

4. Belize Enterprise for Sustainable Technology (National Network in Belize) 

5. Forum NGOs  (National Network in Suriname )   

 

A broad call for submissions from CSOs in the region provided value-added to the process 

resulting in a document circulated on a no-objection basis. A version of this paper was also 

specifically, developed for presentation to the CARICOM Special Meeting of the Council for 

Trade and Economic Development (COTED) held in April 2012, which considered the region’s 

strategic agenda to/for the Rio Conference.  
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

OVER-ARCHING ISSUES  

This paper is contextualized by the overarching reality facing the Small Island Developing States 

(SIDS) of the Caribbean and in recognition of the concomitant vulnerabilities derived from this 

position.  As Civil Society Organisations (CSO) living and working in SIDS we are convinced 

that it is only through an approach which reinforces the primacy of sustainable development as a 

key pillar underpinning all areas of human, social and economic development, that we will 

achieve the “Future We Want.”   

The paper identifies the upcoming United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development 

known as Rio +20 as an ideal opportunity for the creation of an inclusive and equitable 

framework that builds coherence across economic, social and environmental sectors as a 

necessary means of ensuring sustainable development outcomes. To this end, the facets of a 

sustainable future must include: 

� Clear acknowledgement of the specific and unique challenges of SIDS and a 

recommitment to address implementation deficits relating to critical processes of 

importance to SIDS. 

� Priority focus on the achievement of a framework in which securing democracy, social 

harmony, equity, gender equality, poverty eradication and the protection of our vital 

ecosystem are among the key objectives. 

� Recommitment to strong civil society inclusion at all governance levels. 

� Identification of clear and concrete deliverables which hold Governments and other 

stakeholders accountable for the attainment of agreed sustainable development targets 

which prioritise an inclusive and well- resourced implementation process. 

CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION  

Caribbean NGOs call for a reaffirmation of the commitment to Principle 10 of the Rio 

Declaration, Agenda 21, the JPOI and the decisions of the UNEP Governing Council. 

Moreover, we believe that the commitment to civil society participation must also permeate 

local, national and regional processes. We therefore call on Governments to include civil 

society representation in their national delegations to relevant processes and to 

institutionalize mechanisms for ongoing dialogue through representative civil society 

organizations.  Caribbean civil society also calls for dedicated resources to be provided to 

ensure representational balance of NGOs from the South in the follow-up processes 

occurring at the global level.  We urge Governments to advance positions that: 

 prioritise youth employment and youth involvement in implementation;  

 address issues of gender inequality as part of a systemic approach to achieving 

sustainable development;  
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 include the voices of persons with disabilities, fisher-folk, farmers, indigenous 

peoples and those living and working in rural communities.  

 

THE GREEN ECONOMY  

Civil Society is concerned that the Green Economy debate has been dominated by an over-

emphasis on its importance in relation to economic growth, trade and employment. We believe 

that the emphasis should center on how the Green Economy can be beneficial to communities, 

address poverty eradication and create linkages to sustainable consumption and production. The 

“Green Economy” must also support Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development (SARD) as 

well as offer opportunities for equity seeking groups (for example, youth, women, indigenous 

peoples, persons with disabilities and fisher-folk.  

In essence, Caribbean NGOs call for a Green Economy framework that: 

 is people and planet centered,  

 promotes inclusive growth,  

 transforms existing jobs and , creates green and decent jobs,  

 is rights-based,  

 fulfills social objectives,  

 and is seen as a viable means of  achieving sustainable development.  

Caribbean NGOs are unanimous in their belief that the Green Economy framework must be 

consistent with Principle 6 of the Rio Declaration. Moreover the framework must be consistent 

with the priorities of nation states, and it must be based on a multi-stakeholder process of 

inclusion. Caribbean NGOs also join with global civil society organisations in calling for a just 

transition and a genuine recognition of the costs of that transition, especially for SIDS.  

 

THE INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK  

Caribbean Civil Society is of the view that the approach to the institutional framework should be 

sufficiently nuanced to include reform at the local, national and regional levels. This Framework 

is critical to ensuring concrete outcomes, addressing past implementation deficits and monitoring 

implementation commitments. Consequently, there must be a clear, appropriate and well-

resourced institutional framework that builds coherence across the UN system, is inclusive of all 

stakeholders and sensitive to the need for a differentiated approach to resolve issues.  

Caribbean CSOs support the call for a stronger UNEP to assist in the development of the SIDS’ 

initiatives and to further promote civil society participation and inclusion in governance 

mechanisms. Furthermore, we are of the view that the Commission on Sustainable Development 
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(CSD) requires immediate reform. The creation of a Sustainable Development Council will be 

supported as long as it provides a tangible rather than a cosmetic approach to addressing the 

issues of Sustainable Development implementation.  

 

THEMATIC ISSUES  

These cross-cutting issues underpin the vulnerabilities faced by Small Island Developing 

States worldwide and the special nuances in the Caribbean. 

Caribbean NGOs highlight the following six (6) key issues: 

1. Sustainable Consumption and Production  2.   Food Security  

1. Fisheries and Marine Resources      4.  Water and Sanitation 

5. Climate Change              

 

THE WAY FORWARD - CIVIL SOCIETY COMMITMENTS  

 

1. We commit to supporting the development of Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) as 

part of a post 2015 development agenda.   

2. Caribbean Civil Society commits to contributing through our various networks to a 

process which seeks to support a just green economy process.  

3. We commit to working in genuine partnership to inform and educate our constituents and 

the general public on sustainable development issues. 

4. We commit to contributing to a process which seeks to build linkages across SIDS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caribbean Policy Development Centre (CPDC) 

April 2012 
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INTRODUCTION  

 

The upcoming United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20)
1
 has important 

significance to Small Island Developing States (SIDS). There is a great potential to create an 

inclusive and equitable framework that builds coherence across economic, social and 

environmental sectors as a necessary means of ensuring sustainable development outcomes. In 

recognition of this, civil society organisations under the umbrella of the Caribbean Policy 

Development Centre (CPDC) call for attention to the given to the following:  

 

1. EXPECTED OUTCOMES  

 

Governments must commit themselves to an outcome which delivers concrete action and 

allows for progress to be measured in a meaningful way. Moreover, civil society in the 

Caribbean believes that the outcomes of the Conference should specifically seek to:     

(a) clearly acknowledge the specific and unique challenges of SIDS
i
 and recommit States to 

addressing implementation deficits relating to critical processes of importance to SIDS 

including the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation (JPOI)
2
, the Barbados Programme of 

Action (BPOA)
3
 and the Mauritius Strategy

4
.  Recognition should also be given to the 

differential impact and cost of addressing the critical challenges relating to climate change as 

well as the cost of a just transition to a Green Economy. In this context, agreement should be 

reached on the creation of a SIDS platform that promotes collaboration and coordination of 

SIDS’s priorities and facilitates the provision of resources to support implementation; 

(b) ensure that the Rio + 20 Conference delivers outcomes which reinforce the primacy of 

sustainable development as a key pillar underpinning all areas of human, social and 

                                                                 

1
 http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.html  

2
 http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/documents/WSSD_POI_PD/English/POIToc.htm  

3
 http://www.unep.ch/regionalseas/partners/sids.htm  

4
 http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/priority-areas/sids/about-unesco-and-sids/mauritius-strategy/  
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economic development. This is critical to achieving poverty eradication, building resilience 

and realising social equity and inclusion;  

(c) prioritise the achievement of a framework in which securing democracy, social harmony, 

equity, gender equality, poverty eradication and the protection of our vital ecosystem are 

among the key objectives; 

(d) reaffirm existing mechanisms for civil society participation and commit to the maintenance 

of participatory governance processes at all levels in the post Rio +20 implementation 

processes; 

(e) clearly recognise and acknowledge that climate change represents a significant challenge 

which is already negatively impacting SIDS’s developmental efforts and which, if not 

addressed, will significantly undermine the capacity of these states to achieve sustainable 

development; 

(f) establish a clear, appropriate and well-resourced institutional framework which builds 

coherence across the UN system, is inclusive of all stakeholders and sensitive to the need for a 

differentiated approach to address issues  

 

2. PARTICIPATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY   

 

We agree with the United Nations Environment Programme’s (UNEP) position that one 

of the reasons for the lack of achievement of the environmental objectives has been the 

inability to create enabling conditions to bring about the involvement of stakeholders.  

(a) In this respect, we call on Governments to continue to honour previous commitments 

made on civil society participation
ii
 in particular Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration, 

Agenda 21, the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation and decisions of the UNEP 

Governing Council.  

(b) In addition, we call on Governments to further commit to the establishment of 

systematic arrangements for informed public participation in all levels of decision-

making as a necessary part of the institutional framework for sustainable 

development. 

(c) We stress that mechanisms for the inclusion of civil society should allow for 

information sharing, dialogue and consensus building on key approaches, shared 

analysis of problem identification and solutions as well as involvement in 

implementation. It is important to recognise that the civil society also needs to be 

resourced as a critical development partner in the achievement of outcomes. 

(d) Given the need for collective action on the part of all stakeholders, we call for 

strengthened mechanisms at the national and regional level which create a clear 

connecting path between civil society voices and policy formulation and 



7 | P a g e  

 

implementation. In this respect we urge Governments, to include civil society 

representatives in their national delegations and to institutionalise mechanisms for on-

going dialogue through representative civil society organisations. 

(e) We also call on Governments to provide resources to relevant agencies to ensure a 

balanced representation of South and North NGOs in global processes.    

 

In particular, Caribbean Civil Society urges Governments to advance positions which: 

 prioritise youth employment and youth involvement in implementation;  

 address issues of gender inequality as part of a systemic approach to achieving 

sustainable development;  

 include the voices of persons with disabilities, fisher-folk, farmers, indigenous 

peoples and those living and working in rural communities.  

 

3. THE GREEN ECONOMY  

 

Caribbean Civil society believes that while the Green Economy framework can indeed 

be beneficial, we are concerned that there has been an overemphasis in the discussions 

on its importance in the context of employment, economic growth and trade. We call for 

greater attention to be paid to how the Green Economy can be beneficial to 

communities, address poverty reduction, be linked to sustainable consumption and 

production, support Sustainable Agricultural and Rural Development (SARD) and 

offer opportunities for youth, women, indigenous peoples, fisher folk and rural farmers.   

An agreed Green Economy framework should:  

(a) be people- and planet-centred and promote inclusive growth, and ensure the 

conservation of livelihoods; 

(b) transform existing jobs and create green and decent jobs, that reduce 

environmental impact to sustainable levels while at the same time providing 

decent working and living conditions to all those involved in production. This 

will lead to greater equity in the distribution of benefits and enhancement of 

social protection, and sustaining environmental resources and services (UNEP 

2012). 

(c) be rights-based, respecting and ensuring the rights of the planet, human rights 

and workers’ rights. 

(d) support investment in youth training and employment to build the necessary 

skills base for the greening of economies and to secure the participation of 
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young people in the development process and their equitable sharing in the 

benefits of development (Rio Principle 21); 

(e)   fulfill social objectives and be seen a means to achieving sustainable 

development. The green economy must drive social progress and must from 

the outset satisfy basic human needs (including universal access to water, 

housing, food, land, health, education, energy). It must be consistent with the 

Rio Declaration, particularly Principle 6
iii

.  
 

(f) be consistent with the priorities of nation states and should provide for a 

differentiated approach based on specificities, resources and capacities.  

(g) be based on a multi-stakeholder process of inclusion and participation as a 

core principle  

(h) not be used as a condition for determining aid and trade flows nor should it 

be become a market driven concept which reinforces inequalities between 

developing and developed states.  

 

4. INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT  

 

Recognising that the reform and strengthening of the Institutional Framework for Sustainable 

Development is critical to ensuring concrete outcomes that address past implementation 

deficits and monitor implementation commitments, civil society believes that the approach to 

the institutional framework should be sufficiently nuanced to include the national, regional 

and international levels. In particular, we are of the view that the approach should: 

(a) reinforce coherence among the agencies, funds and programmes of the United 
Nations system, including the International Financial and Trade Institutions. 

This should be done in an effort to ensure that IFIs and trade institutions review their 

programmatic strategies to ensure that policies are aligned in order to effectively 

assist states in achieving sustainable development outcomes.  

(b) strengthen existing local, national, regional and global mechanisms which 

promote sustainable development. We therefore call for specific actions which 

build policy coherence, establish indicators of performance, provide adequate 

resources and institutionalise good governance practices.  

(c) aim at strengthening the UNEP with the objective of providing support for the 

initiatives of SIDS - in particular, technical and financial resources.  A 

strengthened UNEP should also increase its support for and renew its commitment to 

the participation of civil society in its governance mechanisms. 

(d) work towards the reform of the Commission on Sustainable Development 
(CSD). Caribbean civil society is advocating that support for the establishment of a 

Sustainable Development Council should only be considered to the extent that it 
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provides a tangible rather than cosmetic approach to addressing the issues of 

sustainable development implementation. 

 

 

 

5. THEMATIC ISSUES  

 

SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION  

The fact that the 10 Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and 

Production (SCP) was not adopted at the 19th session of the Commission on Sustainable 

Development (CSD-19) suggests a major gap in the world’s response to the challenges of 

sustainable development that SIDS can ill afford. 

Caribbean CSOs therefore call on Governments to adopt the 10-year Framework on SCP.  

Programming on the SCP must be totally inclusive and involve the business sector, government, 

communities and households in order to ensure the efficient production and use of natural 

resources, the minimisation of waste, and the optimisation of products and services. 

 

COASTAL AND MARINE RESOURCES   

  

Increased pressure from the exploitation of coastal resources is significantly affecting 

coastal ecosystems. The restoration of marine resources is a prerequisite for the 

sustainability of all economies and livelihoods, especially those that are heavily dependent 

on these resources. The principles underlying greening of economies must be applied to the 

management of the marine commons.  

(a) Civil Society urges Governments to undertake initiatives for the management of coastal 

and marine resources at the national, regional and international level which provide for a 

sustainable utilisation of marine resources.   

(b) We support the call for states to re-commit to maintaining or restoring depleted fish 

stocks to sustainable levels and to further commit to implementing science-based 

management plans to rebuild stocks by 2015. 
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CLIMATE CHANGE  

We reaffirm that climate change is one of the greatest challenges of our time, and express 

our deep concern that developing countries and particularly Small Island Developing 

States are vulnerable to the increased negative impacts from this global phenomenon. To 

ensure that the Caribbean region is not disadvantaged in its development thrust, 

management approaches to climate change should consider all avenues that will leverage 

appropriate opportunities within the global carbon market spaces. Focus should also be 

placed on building the capacity within the field of alternate energy and the development 

of clear contingency plans to address matters related to mitigating the impact of natural 

disasters and associated risks. 

(a) We encourage governments to ensure that climate change is mainstreamed into all 

poverty reduction and development efforts. To be effective climate change issues must be 

integrated into all facets of national development planning, starting from the policy 

formulation and development level to budgeting, implementation and monitoring 

processes. 

(b) We call on governments to invest in improving the knowledge base about the effects of 

climate change and work in a participatory manner to design and implement suitable 

adaptation strategies and actions that will take into consideration potable water needs, 

water for agriculture as well as water required for the provision of environmental 

services. 

(c) Further, it is important that citizens are encouraged and empowered to reduce carbon 

emissions and to participate in programmes to reduce the rate of loss of natural plant cover 

and forest degradation. This will assist in the protection of the fragile island forest 

ecosystems with positive spin off effect of sequestering carbon, preserving livelihoods and 

conserving critical ecosystems.     

 

FOOD SECURITY  

We note that food security is an emerging challenge worldwide and in particular for SIDs. 

Recalling principle 1
iv

 of the Rio Declaration, we reaffirm the right to food and the 

importance of farming to social and economic development.  In particular, we call attention 

to the impact of climate change on farming and the sustainable livelihoods of rural 

populations.  We also note, that food security can be only guaranteed if Governments 

commit to a process which seeks to revitalize agriculture and rural development.     

(a) We call on Governments to prioritise investment in local and small-holder food 

production and land reform. This investment should seek to ensure that there is equal 

access to land, water and planting materials.  

(a) We note the role that rural women play in sustainable food security and call on 

Governments to implement policies which will strengthen their role, including the 

introduction and application of appropriate technologies.  
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(b) We call on Governments to recognize the land rights of indigenous peoples and to 

support the contribution of this group to rural development and food security through the 

preservation of traditional knowledge particularly as it relates to seed stocks and plants.    

 

 

THE WAY FORWARD - CIVIL SOCIETY COMMITMENTS  

1. We commit to participating in the development of Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDG) as part of a post 2015 development agenda.  Noting that such participation is 

underpinned by an inclusive and transparent process.  

2. Caribbean Civil Society commits to contributing through our various networks to a 

process which seeks to support a just green economy process.  

3. We commit to working in genuine partnership to inform and educate our constituents and 

the general public on sustainable development issues. 

4. We commit to ensuring that our participation is truly representative and that our positions 

echo the voices of our constituencies. 

5. We commit to participating effectively in monitoring processes which are established at 

all levels to follow-up the implementation of all commitments arising from the 

Conference. 

 

8. CONCLUSION 

Caribbean Civil Society asserts that the way forward requires an immediate and dedicated 

commitment to an appropriate sustainable development agenda inclusive of a multi-level 

governance framework. It is hoped that by the conclusion of the Rio+20 Conference, the world 

would have witnessed a renewed political commitment for sustainable development. We also 

hope that there will be increased commitment to implementing agreed actions resulting from the 

various major summits on Sustainable Development. In particular we also look forward to more 

determined actions to address the challenges faced by the SIDS on a daily basis.  

Caribbean NGOs remain committed to fighting the challenge of non-regression in the 

international arena and will steadfastly continue to engage in the process of securing a 

prosperous future for our respective societies.  

                                                                 
i
 At the Commonwealth Secretariat First Small States Biennial Conference 2010 there was a crucial recognition that 

national efforts alone would not be sufficient for small states to recover. The Conference further found that small 

states have been disproportionately affected by the economic crisis, retarding their prospects for growth and 

sustainable development and eroding economic and social resilience. It was agreed that the support of regional 

and international development partners would be necessary over the long term in identifying challenges , 

exploring solutions and considering how best to engage with small states in pursing the shared objectives of 

achieving sustainable development and poverty eradication.  

 

ii
Principle 10 “Environmental issues are best handled with participation of all concerned citizens, at the relevant 

level. At the national level, each individual shall have appropriate access to information concerning the 
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environment that is held by public authorities, including information on hazardous materials and activities in their 

communities, and the opportunity to participate in decision-making processes. States shall facilitate and 

encourage public awareness and participation by making information widely available. Effective access to judicial 

and administrative proceedings, including redress and remedy, shall be provided.” 

Agenda 21 Sect 111 “Strengthening the Role of Major Groups” , JPOI ( 168-170)  

iii
 Principle 6 “The special situation and needs of developing countries, particularly the least developed and those 

most environmentally vulnerable, shall be given special priority. International actions in the field of environment 

and development should also address the interests and needs of all countries”. 

 
ivPrinciple 1    Human beings are at the centre of concerns for sustainable development. They are entitled to a 

healthy and productive life in harmony with nature. 

 


