
 
In February 2012, the Organizing Partners of the NGO Major Group launched over 20  

voluntary thematic clusters for the purpose of arriving at common policy positions and 

lobbying strategies and to Identify potential partnerships or initiatives for (1) collective 

lobbying of governments and (2) implementation of Rio+20 decisions. To follow are the 

three priorities or demands of the thematic clusters that defines for them a successful 

outcome of Rio+20. 

 

Green Economy Cluster 

 A radical transition towards Green economies has to be focused on consumption and 

production patterns, through reducing humanity's resource use in order to stay within 

the limits of our ecological capital (biogeochemical and social planetary boundaries). 

 A radical transition towards Green economies has to be focused on achieving social 

and environmental justice, global equity and poverty eradication, as well as building 

resilient communities that are affected by climate change and other negative impacts 

of the current economic system. 

 The growth-driven economic paradigm based on the GDP has to be changed to take 

better account of a set of Genuine Progress Indicators, that focus on true measures of 

planetary and human well-being. 

 

Water & Sanitation Cluster 

 Countries must develop a roadmap for adopting a human rights based national action 

plan on water and and enable all members of civil society, including poor and 

marginalized communities, to be actively engaged in sustainable development by 

incorporating their specific knowledge and practical know-how into national and 

local water and sanitation policy making.  

 Redoubled efforts are needed to improve the lives of the urban poor through ensuring 

the provision of decent housing and water and sanitation.  

 We encourage coordinated international initiatives and partnerships to address the 

interrelationship between water, energy, food and climate change in order to 

strengthen policy coherence and to achieve synergies, being particularly sensitive to 

impacts on poor and vulnerable populations.  

  

Biodiversity Cluster 

 We call on UNCSD to recognize biodiversity as an overarching and crosscutting issue 

in the Rio+20 negotiations. 

 We reject market-based "green economy" approaches and the financialization of 

nature as they ignore the third pillar of the International Convention on Biological 

Diversity: equity. 

 We reject techno-fixes, as they are short-sighted, the benefits short-lived, they benefit 

the more powerful and rarely meet the needs and rights of the most marginalized, 

who are our greatest conservers of biological diversity -  Indigenous Peoples, local 

communities, women, and small-holder farmers, fishers and pastoralists.    

 

Principle 10 Cluster 



 Passage of a Global Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation and 

Access to Justice 

 Across-the-board improvements in Access to Information, Public Participation and 

Access to Justice in international institutions taking decisions and carrying out 

activities that affect the environment 

 A robust capacity building program to ensure legal reform and implementation of 

Principle 10 at the national and subnational levels. 

 

Ocean Cluster  

 Commit, by 2015, to maintain or restore fish stocks to maximum ecological 

sustainable yield (recommitment and updating of JPOI 2002); eliminate overfishing 

and illegal, unregulated, and unreported (IUU) fishing; and eliminate environmentally 

and socially harmful fishing subsidies that cause overcapacity, overfishing and 

contribute to IUU fishing.  

 Agree to negotiate an implementing agreement under the UN Convention on Law of 

the Sea to protect and sustainably manage high seas marine biodiversity. 

 Commit funding for both implementation and capacity building of integrated 

ecosystem-based ocean and coastal management and adaptation to climate change at 

national, regional, and local levels.  

 

Health Cluster 

 Promote universal health coverage as an essential foundation for poverty alleviation 

and sustainable development  

 Develop and promote sustainable development policies that foster human well-being 

and reduce preventable ill-health and deaths from both communicable and non-

communicable diseases  

 Recognize the intersections between sustainable development and sexual and 

reproductive health and rights by promoting access to comprehensive sexual and 

reproductive health services and supplies 

 

Sustainable Consumption and Production Cluster 

 Existing consumption and production patterns must be changed to ensure greater 

prosperity and life quality for all within the Earth's life support systems. This involves 

developing a circular economy based on a fair and more efficient use of natural 

resources, on principles of sufficiency rather than luxury, and on more collaboration 

and cooperation across stakeholders rather than increased competition.  

 Implementation and Monitoring of SCP: Governments are invited to establish 

national and regional contact point on Sustainable Production and Consumption 

responsible for monitoring and reporting on progress within the country and the 

region to address the globally-agreed objective of changing production and 

consumption patterns.  

 The 10 Year Framework of Programmes on SCP negotiated at the CSD19 

provides a valuable tool for further advancement of SCP and therefore 

must be adopted as a part of the final Rio+20 outcomes. 

 

SDGs Cluster 



 Support a strong process for developing Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs.) 

These goals should be thematically organized, building on the MDGs, and should 

create time-bound quantitative targets that will catalyze sound pathways to 

sustainable development. 

 Building off of the SDGs, we would hope that the proposed goals focus on poverty 

eradication as an overarching and include means of implementation.   

 Support the implementation of Resource Sufficiency Evaluation (RSE) at a national 

and global level.   

 

Innovation Cluster 

 Heads of governments and states gathering at Rio+20 shall commit to give room for 

new thinking and initiatives regarding global governance innovations aiming at 

integration of resources and knowledge/preferences of global civil society and each 

global in building The Future we Want. 

  Global governance system innovation potentials of 15/15/15 UN Civil Society 

Partnership and its implementation elements Global Challenges Centers,  Global 

Forum on Innovative Resource Mobilization for Education and Science, 

Collaborative Global Commons Growth Documentation System shall be discussed 

and new forms of ICT enhanced participation of civil society and UN system shall be 

developed. 

 Rio+20 shall deliver also on the need for systemic measures effectively addressing 

market failures like externalities and under-provision of public goods.  

 

Green Rights Based Approach Cluster  

 Recognize "the right to a clean and healthy environment".  

 Recognize "the right of every child to nature and a healthy environment". 

 Call for the Introduction of  'Ombudsman for future generations' at the national and 

global level.  

 

Ombudsperson for Future Generations Cluster 

 Establish the Ombudsperson or High Commissioner for Future Generations.  

 Ensure that the principle of intergenerational equity informs the creation of the 

position and that it can contribute to safeguarding the needs and interests of future 

generations. 

 Governments agree to launch a process post-Rio for an intergovernmental task force 

to define and agree the mandate and functions, with the aim to establish this office 

during the 67
th

 session of the General Assembly 

 

Commons Cluster 

Mother Earth is our home and source of life: 

 She should be accorded the rights to: life, regenerate biocapacity, continue the vital 

cycles and processes, among them the water cycle; maintain the diversity of 

components, be free of contamination or pollution, and be restored from harm. 

 Ecocide should be proclaimed the fifth Crime Against Peace, since Ecocide is the 

extensive damage, destruction to or loss of ecosystems of a given territory, to such an 



extent that peaceful enjoyment by the inhabitants of that territory has been severely 

diminished. 

 Since all people on earth contribute both to the problems with regard to sustainable 

development and to their solution, all people, must participate in decision-making, not 

just Major Groups and “other” stakeholders. 

 

Rural Community Development Cluster 

 We call on our governments to adopt an integrated, multi-sectoral community based 

approach to sustainable rural and impoverished urban development to overcome 

poverty and ensure that all people's basic human rights and needs can and will be 

met.  

 We call on the United Nations to establish a global program to support the 

development of a world-wide network of Resource and Service Centers and Training 

Programs, to ensure that all people have access to clean water and basic sanitation; 

renewable energy; sustainable agriculture; green building practices; social, 

educational, and cultural opportunities; preventative health care; ecological 

restoration; and green jobs. 

 

Local and National Sustainability Strategies Cluster 

 We encourage governments and local and national councils from around the world to 

participate in and support the development of this global network.  

 We encourage all governments to develop and implement their local and national 

sustainability strategies, as they agreed to do in 1992 and 2002, to base them on the 

Rio Principles, to focus on fully implementing and achieving all of the sustainable 

development agreements and commitments that have been made to date, and on 

making a rapid transition to full sustainability.  

 We encourage the United Nations to establish a global program to support and assist 

all countries and communities in developing and implementing their local and 

national sustainability strategies along with their action plans on Sustainable 

Consumption and Production.  


